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OOKTAtXIHa 



DESCEIPnONS OF ALL THE CITIES, TOWNS, AND 
PRINCIPAL OBJECTS OF INTEREST, 



ON THE KATIOABUe ITATIBS 01 THI 



MISSISSIPPI VALLEY, 

FLOWING WEST FROM THE ALLEQHANT " lIOXmTAtNS, EAST TROM THE EOCKt 

MOUNTAINS, AND SOUTH FROM NEAR THE NORTHERN LAKES, INCLUDING THI 

RI7SRS OF ALABAMA AND TEXAS, FLOWING INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO : 

ALSO, AN ACCOUNT OF THE SOURCES OF THE RIYSRS; 

WITH 

FULL TABLES OF DISTANCES, 

AND HANT iNTXRXSTIirO 

fflSTORKAL SKETCHES OP THE COUNTRY, 



•Musiios or iiopuLuiotr, vtawams, oohmskcii, MiinTiAOtDBKa, MnncRAL m^ 

80DB0B8, 8CENXRY, ML, «& 



IILirSTBATES WITH FOBTT-rOITB MAPS, 
Avo A mrvBiB or zvoxatikos. 



CINCINNATI: 
PUBLISHED BY U. P. JAMES. 

1«T WALNUT 8IKEKT. 
1860. 



PUBLISHER'S NOTICE. 



Tub former edition of the River Guide, pubilislied under the name of 
" OoneUn's New River Chiidej' is embodied in this edition so far as it 
suits the present time. The work has been thoroughly revised and cor» 
recied^ very much enliurged, in amount of matter^ and brought down to 
the latest date. It is confidently believed that the book is now as com- 
plete and accurate as it is possiUe to make a work of this charaiiter. 

To the traveler on the Western Waters desiring correct information 
respecting the Rivers, Towns, Products and Resources of the country, it 
will prove an invaluable companion. 
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2537 
2567 
2592 
2617 
2625 
2634 
2646 
2656 
2660 
2680 
2682 



PLACES. 



tnm nsM WWto 



Miteouri Eiv. Comf^d, 
Wyandotte €ity,K. 

Kansas River. 

Kansas, Mo 

Randolph, Mo , 

Wayne City, Mo..., 
Liberty Landing, Mo 
Livingston, Mo. 
Owen's Landing, Mo. 

Richfield, Mo.. 

Sibley, Mo 

Napoleon, Mo 

Camden, Mo 

Wellington, Mo 

Lezin^n, Mo 

Crooked River, Mo... 

Waioonda, Mo 

Waverly, Mo 

Hill's Landing, Mo... 

Miami, Mo 

De Witt, Mo 

Grand River, Mo..... 

Brunswick, Mo 

Old Jefferson, Mc... 

Cambridge, Mo 

Chariton River, Mo.. 

Glasgow, Mo 

Bluffport, Mo 

Arrow Rock, Mo 

La Mine River, Mo... 

Boone ville. Mo ) 

Old Franklin, Mo.. J 

Rocheport, Mo.... 

Mt Vernon, Mo.. 

Providence, Mo 

Nashville, Mo 

Moniteau, Mo 

Marion, Mo.... 

Stonesport, Mo 

Jefferson City, Mo. 

Hibemia, Mo 

Formosa, Mo........ 

Oiage River. 

Cote Sans Dessein, 

Mo 

Smith's Landing, 

Mo ,...: 

Portland, Mo , 

Gasconade River, ) 

Mo I 

Hermann, Mo 

Bridgeport, Mo , 

Pincknev, Mo...... ) 

Griswolo, Mo J 

Washington, Mo 

Bassora, Mo 

South Point, Mo 

Portmuna, Mo 

Mt Pleasant, Mo 

St. Albans, Mo 

Missouriton, Mo...... 

Johnson'd Ferry, M ) 
Por* Royal, Mo...; j 
Pittman's Ferry, Mo. 

St Charles, Mo. 

Jamestown, Mo 

Bellefontaine, Mo». 
Columbus, Mo 
Mouth of the Kit. 

•ouri 



iaihj 



[Ckmtinued on ncxtpageJl 



TABLES OF DISTAKOES.---Chniki^ei. 



PLAGES. 



USKiSKli UTEB, 

From ShelhyvilU to 
the M%»n$iippi Hiv, 

Shelbyville, lU 

Vandtlia, m.....^.... 

K«y8port» HL 

Carlyle, HI 

Covington^ lU 

FayetteriUe, HI 

Athens, HI 

Lively, IlL ^.. 

Tam»rftwa, HI 

EvansTille, HI 

TT^V^W^, HI „., 

XouthofthbXas-i 
kaskin. / 

whitTritee, 

From Worth to the 
JiUtietippi Biver* 

Worth, AA 

Johnson, Ark 

Liberty, Ark 

Athens, Ark...... 

irft. Olive, Ark. .» 

8ylamore, Ark......... 

Batesville, Ark. 

Jacksonport, Ark 

Elizabeth, Ark 

Augusta, Ark..4 

Pes Arc, Ark 

Clarendon, Aik 

^ookeU's Bluff, Ark. 

V/asB doe, Ark.; 

IConth^f White Bit. 

iUUISiS RITES, 

From Fori Criheon to 

the Miatitfippi R» 
Ft Olbton, I«d< Ter. 
Fort Coffee, In«ii Ter. 

Fort Bmith, Ark 

Van Baren, Ark 

Ozark, Ark 

Roseviile, Ark i, 

Patterson's Bluff, Ark 

Spadra Bluff, Ark 

Pittsburgh, Ark 

St. Martin's, Ark 

Scotia, Ark. 

Norrtstown, Ark... ) 
Dardenelle, Ark.... j 

Lewisburg, Ark 

Greone Grore, Ark... 

Little Seek, Ark 

Straw Hat, Ark 

Pine Bluff, Ark 

Rob Roy, Ark 

New Gasoony, Ark... 

Biohland, Ark 

Swan Lake, Ark 

Kiccattoo, Ark 

South Bend, Ark 

Arkansas Post, Ark.. 

Bed Fork, Ark 

Wellington, Ark 

Xoath of the Ar- ) 



50 
77 
89 
103 
129 
138 
140 
143 
163 
171 

178 



55^ 
83 
108 
114 
120 
105 
260 
210 
276 
310 
348 
381 
389 
439 



1^0 


100 


20 


120 


10 


180 


60 


190 


12 


202 


20 


222 


15 


237 


5 


242 


10 


262 


2 


264 


20 


274 


40 


814 



372 
442 
462 
474 
484 
492 
497 
507 
637 
662 
572 
692 

1522 



PLACBS. 



RED RIVER, 

From Laneeport to the 
Mieti^ippi River, 

Lanesport^ Ark. 

Fulton, Ark 

Conway, Ark..... 

Shreveport, La .., 

Kaehitoehee, La 

Alexandria, La. 

XofttiiofBedBiteir. 



OHIO RIVER 

From Ptttehnrgh to 
the M%99x99ippi M. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Manchester, Pa. 

Middleton, Pa 

Sewiokleyville, Pa... 

Eeonotny, Pa» 

Baden, Pa.............. 

Freedom, Pa 

Rochester, Pa , 

Beaver, Pa. , 

Jacobsburg, Pa... 
Georgetown, Pa.. 

Glasgow, Pa 

Liverpool, 

Wellsville, « 

EUiottsville, 

Newburg, O 

SteabenTille, 

WeU^urg, Va 

Warrenton, 0. 

Tiltonsville, 

Burlington, 0. ....... 

Martinsville, 

Wheeling, Va. \ 

Bridgeport, J 

Bellaire, 0«. ..,.«,.... 
Manny ville, Va..«.... 
Elizabe(ihtow&, Va. ] 

Moundsville V 

Big Grave Creek... j 
Steinerville, 0. ...„.,• 

Clarington, 

New Martinsville, Va 

Sisters ville, Va. 

Newport, 0. , 

Marietta, 

Muskingum River. 
Harmer, O....,,,,,... 
Vienna, Va.,.....«., 
Parkerehurg, Va... 
Little Kanawha R« 

Belpre, 0...,., 

Blannerhassett's L 

Centre, 0.,., 

Troy, 

Hookhocking Riv.. 

Belleville, Va. 

Murraysville, Va 

Shade River, 

Ravenswood, Va..... 

Letartsville, 

Graham^s Station, 0. 

Racine, 

Mlnersville, 0....*... 
Pemerey, O.. 



100 
100 

90 
100 

SO 
160 



100 
200 
290 
390 
470 
620 



2 
11 
13 
19 
23 
25 
29 

30 
44 



94 

98 
106 

107 

116 
122 
130 
139 
161 

170 

176 

183 



185 

197 

201 
207 
208 
il4 
1242 
248 
249 
265 
25(V 



PLACBS. 



Ohio River ConiiWd. 

Ooalport, • 

Middleport. ) 

Sheffield, j 

West Columbia, Va... 

Cheshire, 

Addison, 0....» 

Point Pleasant, Va.) 
Great Kanawha R j 

Gall^lis,0 

Big Racoon Creek, O. 

Blandenburg, 

Millersport, 0. ....... 

HaskellviUe, 0... 
Quyaadotte, Va 
Gnyandotte R. 
Proctorsville, 
Burlington, 0. 



►, Va...) 

e, a... J 



Big Sandy River... ) 
Catlettsburg, Ky... j 

Coal Grove, 0.. 

Ironton, 

Hanging Rock, 

Greenupsburgh, Ky... 
Wheelersburg, 0...„. 

SciotovHle, 

Pertementh, ) 

Scioto River, 0^... > 
SiH-ingville, Ky J 



48 . _ 

62 Alexandria, 3 365 

60 Bradford, 3 369 

82 Rockrille,0 11 380 

71 Vanceburg, Ky 2 382 

78 Rome, 7 389 

85 Concord, Ky 7 396 

88 Manchester, | 7j 403 

92 Kayiville, Ky. 

93 Aberdeen, 0. 
Charleston, Ky. 
Ripley, 0, 
Lavana, O 
Dover, Ky« 
Higginsport, 0. 
Augusta, Ky. 
Roekspring, Ky. 
Mefthanicsburg, 0.... 

Neville, ) 

Fosterville, Ky. j 

Moscow, 0, 
Point Pleasant 0... 
Belmont, Ky. 
New Richmond, 0.'. 
Palestine, 0, 

California, \ 

Little Miami River j 
Columbia, 
Pendleton, O 
Jamestown, Ky. 
Bro oklyn, Ky. 
CINCSOnrATI, o 
Newport, 'Ky...**«. 
Licking River. 

Covington^Ky 

Industry, O.......... ' 

ClaysviUe, Ky....«j 

Homd City, 0. 
North Bend, 0... 
Great Xiami Biver.. 
Lawrencebnrg, la... 
Petexjibttrg, Ky. 

[Concluded on next page,'} 
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25Y 
258 

259 

263 
2%$ 

269 

2T3 
27$ 

284 
299 
301 

311 

319 

831 

82T 
333 
339 
343 
360 
353 

363 



415 

423 
424 

426 

430 
484 
488 
443 

445 

u/r 

450 

455 
458 

470 

473 

473 



473 



486 

483 
493 
493 
403 



TABLES OF DISTANCES,-- Continued. 



PLACES. 



Ohio River C&ntin'd. 

Aurora, la...., 

B«Ileview, Ky 

Bisiog Sun, la 

Hillereburg, la 

Big Bone Lick Cr'k | 

Hamilton, Ey j 

Patriot, Ia 

Warsaw, Ky 

New York, la. 

Vevay, la ] 

Ohent, Ky 

Carrollton, Ky... 
Koataoky Biver 

Preston, Ky 

Xadiflon, la......... ) 

MUton,.Ky J 

fisQoyer Landing, la. 
New London, Ia....«. 

Bethlehem, la 

Westport, Ky....- 

Charleston L^d*g, la,. 

Wca, la. 

Jefferson ville, la 

touisvme,Ky 

Shippingspor^ Ky.... 

PorUand, Ky ) 

Hew Albany, la... J 

Bridgeport^ la 

Blake8Tille> la; 



;;1 



Salt River, Ky...... ) 

West Point, Ky.... J 

Biandenbarg, Ky...., 

Haackport, la.. ....... 

NorthMnpton, la...... 

Amsterdam, la. , 

Blue Blrer, la.. ..,.••. 

Leavenworth, la 

Vredonia, Ia..» , 

Alton, la. 

Concordia, Ky. 

Borne, la. 

Stephensport; Ky.. 
ginkiiig Creek, Ky.. 

Cloverport, Ky ^ 

Itobinspor^ la 

HawesvillB, Ky 

Oaxmalton, la 

Troy, la. 

AiidecsDn. River.... 

Maxrille, la 

Batesville, la. 

Lewispori^ Ey 

Bockport, la: 

Owensburg, Ky 

Boti Harbor, Kf.i,., 

Bx^rpri^e, la ..., 

PoSnt Isabel, la. 

Kewburg, LL 

Qsmn. £7er» Ey 

Xmxuville, £a «.. 

Yerona, la. 

Henderson, Ky....... 

West Franklin, la... 
Hount Vernon, la... 

Uijiontown, Ey 

Wfibttidi Biver 

Baleigh, Ky....; 

Bfaawneetown, 111.... 
CmtjvSk, Ky^ 
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502 
508 
511 
5U 

523 

525 
536. 
537 

547 
557 

567 

573 
579 
585 
501 
603 
608 
617 
618 
620 

621 

630 
636 

640 

658 
661 
668 
671 

678 
680 
685 
698 
708 

720 

rao 

.744 

750 

751 
753 
756 
769 
778 
781 
784 
785 
798 
804 
813 
82a 
825i 
839 
851. 
861 
866 
872 
877 
887 



PLACES. 



Ohio River Contin'd' 

Battery Rock, 111 

Cave-in>rock, 111 

Elizabethtown, 111.... 

Goleoflda, III 

Cmmberlaad BiiFer ) 

Smithland, Ky j 

Tennessee BlTer... ) 
Padacah, Ky.. ...... / 

Belgrade, 111 

Fort Massac, 111 

Metropolis, 111. 

Hillaman, 111. 

WilkiosonYille, 111.... 

Caledonia, BL. ^» 

America, 111 

Emporium, 111 

Cairo, 111... ) 



MontkofOliio.. 



HUSKIN6UII KITES, 

From Coakoeton to the 
Ohio River, 

Coshocton, 

Dresden, 

Zanesyille, 0........ 

Duncan's Falls, 0.. 

Taylorsville, 

Eagleport, O 

MeConnellsville, 

Malta, 

Newcastle, 0........ 

Windsor, 0.... 

Big Rock, 0.......... 

Beverly, 

Waterford, 

Lowell, 

Xth. of Muakingam 

sciotTriteb, 

From Columhu* to the 

Ohio River, 
Colnmbni, 0...».... 

Circle ville, 0« , 

Chillicothe, 

Piketon, 

Jasper, 0*..... 

Luoasville, 0., .... 
Xontk of Scioto.. 



KENTOCRY RIFER, 

From Booneihoro* to 

the Ohio River, 
Boonesboro^, Ky.. 
Co^^ai^s Landing, Ky 
Monday's Land'g, E. 
Cnmming's Ldg, Ky. 

Oregon, Ky '. 

MeCowan's Ldg, Ky. 
Wilson's Land'g, Ky. 
Sherlock's L'd'g, Ky. 
Woodford L'd'g, Efy, 
Frankfort, Ky....;..„ 
Flat Creek L'd'g, Ky 

Monterey, Ky...* 

Owenton's Land'g, K 

Lockport, Kyi 

GfatZyEy ........... 



889 
901 
907 
930 

945 

957 

965 
967 
968 
976 
983 
993 
996 
999 

1005 



17 
33 

42 

53 

63 

66 
78 
81 

01 

101 
113 



'4 
8 

18 
21 
25 
29 
33 
45 
6p 
63 
68 
74 
77 



PLACES. 



Kp.ittJtchtf if It. GoHt'd. 
Dreniion'a Spring^ K 

MariDU, Ky.. ..,.,.., 
LiLw'a Landiog, Kj... 

WorthBTillei Ky 

Hotitlv of KetLtaeky. 



wmm fiivER, 

From Lu/fti/eite to the 

Lafayette> la....-..- 

WheaVsn, la .-.,. 

Ln. Grmige^ la..*.,.. 

MajavUb^ la. 

Indt pen dance, I^.. 

Atioa, la.... 

WLlliamsport, la.... 

Portbnd, la... 

Baltimordij. la. 

GoviuftoDt la........ 

Perry Tille, la........ 

VennilioD ELtoi.... 

LodiviUe, la 

Newport, la........... 

MontemEna, la...... 

Armiosburg, la...... 

Clmton^ Ia,.„,..,.... 

NumOf In 

liarrtffOD, fa 

Terre Hnute^ la-^.. 

Darwin, to.. 

Yorke, III - 

HudaonriLle, III. 

Merom, Il«.... , 

KusaollvLlle, IlL...., 

Vincennoa, la 

Ml Carmd, lU 

GrjijflvUlu, 111, »...., 
Npw BttUimi^rfl, la, 
Hew Harmony I la... 

CbaindUe. la 

Uonth of Waboili- 



CUMBEBLAND RIT. 

Frrun XavhvitU to the 

Ohify fiivef. 
Ifaskvillfl, Tenn... 
CUrkHWlle, T&nn.,. 
PaJmym, Tepn...... 

l>aver, I'enn 

Tobaucoport, Tean 

Canton. Ky 

Rotkcaatte, Kj...., 

Eddy ville, Ky 

Mth. of Comborland 



TENNESSEE EITER, 

From Match SkoaU 
to the Ohio Miv^r, 

MQBoleSkoala ' 

Florence, Alfw. ^ 

Tuscucixbia^ Ala.... j 

WaieTltjn, Alii ., 

fittvttijnaliT Tenn .... 
CanoUville, Tonn..., 
PorryTiHe, TeDD.„. 
Eeyn^ldsburg, Tonn. 
Kcmtlk of TenneEsoe. 



SO 

,H5 

50 
110 



INDEX TO RIVERS. 



Alabama Rirer 60 

Alleghany Biyer 86 

Amite River 46 

Anderson Kirer 118 

Aransas River 65 

Arkansas River. ..'..... 80 

Bad Axe River 14 

Bark River...; 69 

Bajou Oonle 48 

Bajou La Fourche ..... 48 

Bajftu Pierre 40 

Bajou Plaqtiemine ..... 46 

Bajou Sara 44 

Beaver River..... 92 

Big Barren River 120 

Big Black River . . : 40 

Big Bone Lick Creek. . . 113 

Big Qrave. Creek 96 

Big Racoon Creek 102 

Big Sandj River 102 

Big Stone River 74 

Black River, Ark...... 80 

Black River, Wis 13 

Blue River, Ark 81 

Blue River, la 118 

Brazos Riveif 64 

Oahaba River 60 

Canadian River 80 

CashRiver., 122 

Chagres River 66 

Chariton River 77 

Cheat River 84 

Chippewa River 68 

Clearwater River., 68 

Clinch River 127 

Colorado River 64 

Coosa River.: 60 

Copper River 20 

Crawfish River 69 

Crooked River 77 

Cumberland River 127 

Des Moines River 70 

Des Plaines River 71 

Fabin's River 20 

False River 46 

False WashiU River. . . 81 

Fevrc River 15 

Forked Deer River 34 

Fox River, m... 71 

Fox River, lo 18 

VoxBiver, Wia. ....... 6fi 

8 



rAoa. 

Gasconade Biver 78 

Grand Biver, Ind. Ter. . 80 

Grand River, Mo 77 

Great Kanawha Biver. . 102 
Great Miami Biver.... 112 

Green River 120i 

Guadulupe River 65 

Gujuidotte River 102 

Hatchee River. ....... 34 

Uockhocking River.... 100 

Hokah River... 13 

Holston River 128 

Homocliitto River 42 

Illinois River, 111 ..... . 71 

Illinois River, Ind. Ter. 80 
Iowa River 69 

Kankakee River 71 

Kansas River 76 

Kaskaskia River 79 

Kentuckj River 125 

La Mine River 77 

Lavacca River. 65 

Licking River llO 

Little Blue River 118 

Little Kanawha River. . 98 
Little Miami River .... 106 
Little Platte River 76 

Makoqueta River. , . . . . 15 

Manchac Bajou 46 

Maramec River. ....... 26 

Marj^s River '28 

Mission River 65 

Mississippi River 9 

M issouri Ki ver 73 

Monongahela River. ... 84 

Muddj River 28 

Muskingum River 124 

Neasho River.. 80 

Neches River 62 

Nueces River 65 

Obion River. 32 

Ohio River , 88 

Osage River 78 

PlatteRivei ^ 75 

Plover River... ^ 68 



Racoon River, lo 70 

Racoon River, Wis 14 

Red Cedar Biver 68 

Red River , 81 

Rio Grande 65 

Rock River 68 

Rum River 12 

Sabine River 62 

Salt River, Kj 116 

Salt River, Mo 2d 

San Antonio River 6S 

Sangamon River 7% 

San Jacinto River 64 

Scioto River * 124 

Shade River 100 

Sinking Cir^ek U9 

Skunk River 17 

Spoon River 73 

St. Croix River 67 

St. Francis . River. ..... 3©: 

St. Peters Riv^r 67 

Sunflower River 8r 

Swan River 11 

Talapooea River. ...... 60*' 

Tallahatchee River 81 

Tennessee River 128 

Thompson's Creek 4B 

Tombigbee River 60 

Trempaleau River 13 

Trinitj River 63 

Turkej River 14 

Tuscarawas River. .... 124 

Upper Iowa River. . ^ . . 14 

Vermilion River, la 126 

Vermilion River, Min . . 13 

Wabash River 12S 

Walhounding River 124 

Wapsipinecon River . . 16 

White River, Ark 7« 

White River, la l» 

Willow River «7- 

Wisconsin River 68 

Wolf River 34 

Yallabusha River 81 

Tasoo Pass, or Bajou. . '3ft 

Tasoo^ River 8l 

Yellow Stone River .... 74 

Youghioghenej River. • 34 



JAMES' 



R I V E R G U I D E. 



THE MISSISSIPPI RIVERi 

Tbe Kississippi is the largest and most magnificent river in North Ameri(»| 
and with its main branch, the Missouri, the longest in the world. It takes 
its ns^ near the dividing ridge of ihe Red River of the north, and in a 
small lake called Itasc|i. This beantiful lake, which is some 5 or 7 miles in 
lefigth, reposes amidst hills of marine sand, of the drift epoch, and consists of 
pure springs of water, gushing out in copious rills, within a visible basin. Itii 
distance from the Gulf of 'Mexico, is estimated at 3160 miles. The entire alti- 
tude of the lake, as determined by Mr. Nicollet, in 1836, is 1575 feet, which is 
lf)5 feet below the summit of its environing hills ; and its latitude, at School- 
craft's Island, the only island in it, is 47° 13' 35'' N, Lat., and it flows into the 
&ulf of Mexico in 29° N. Lat. 

The face of the counti'y about its head, presents a very similar appearance to 
that at its estuary. It is formed of many small branches ; but soon becomed 
a broad stream, moting a wide expanse of waters, with a current scarcely percep- 
tible-i-sometimes along a marshy bed — through interminable swamps ; at others, 
over a white sand bottom, with it? waters transparent, and at others, " it is 
compressed to a narrow and rapid current^ between ancient and hoary limestone 
bluffs. A great number of streams, rising in the same plateau, and interlocking 
^ith ^e waters t>f Red River, and other streams of Lake Winnipeg, unite to form 
the St. Peters and Mississippi.'' The following are among the most considerable 
of its tributaries : Rapid, St. Croix, Cannon River, Buffalo Kuff, Black, Root^ 
tipper Iowa, Yellow, Bad Axe, Wisconsin, Turkey River, La Mine, Fevre 
River, Tete de Mort, Wipisipinacon, Little Loutour, Rock River, Iowa, Des 
Moines, Waconda, Fabian, Justioni, Oahaka, or Salt River, Bceuf of Cuivre, 
Dardenne, Illinois, Missouri, Maramec, Kaskaskia, Big Muddy, Ohio, Wolf, St. 
Francis, White River, Arkansas, Yazoo, Red River, and Bayou Sara.* 1100 
Biiles below its source, and 771 above St. Louis, are the Falls of St. Anthony. 
Here the river is about 600 yards wide, and is precipitated over a ledge of 
limestone, 17 feet high. The scenery around the falls is grand and imposing. 
Below this point, the river is bounded by limestone bluflfe, from 100 to 400 feet 
high, and first begins to exhibit islands. Its current is broke by the Rapids, at 
the mouth of the Rock Hver and Des Moines, which partially obstruct navigation^ 
for a portion of the summer. • 

The scenery along the Upper, or Rock River Rapids, is very fine. On the 
western side, the land rises in gentle slopes, which are terminated in the distance 

•Pliut'i Geography. 
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10 THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

by a beautiful cbain of hills. On the opposite side, a broad, flat plain, of more 
tnan a mile in width, and several miles in length, presents itself. The celebrated 
Black Hawk War originated in the determination of the Sacs and Fox Indians 
to maintain possession of this splei^lid ^ract of country. 

<< Below the rapids, the river assumes its medial iridth and character from thatl^ 
point to the entrance of the Missouri. It is a still more beautiful river than 
the Ohio; somewhat gentler in its current — a th^d wider, with broad, clean 
sand-bars, except in time of high waters, when they are all covered. At every 
little distance, there are islands, sometimes a number of them parallel, and 
broadening the stream to a great width. These islands, are, many of them, 
large, and have, in the moBmer season, an aspect of be^ty, as they swell 
gently from the^lear streanl, a vigor and gtandeilr t>f vegetation, wki^ con- 
tribute much to the magnificence of the river." " Where it receives the Mis- 
souri, it is a mile and a half wide. The Missouri, itself, enters with a mouth not 
more than half a mile wide. The united streams below have thence, to the month 
of the Ohio, a medial width of little more than half a mile. This mighty 
affluent seems rather to diminish than increase its width ; but it perceptibly 
alters its depth, its mass of waters, and, what is to be regretted, wholly changes 
its character. It is no longer the gentle, pladd stream, with smooth sbpre% and 
clean sand-bars ; but has a funous and boiling current, a turbid and dangerous 
mass of sweeping waters, jagged and dil^idated i^res, and, wherever its waters 
have receded, deposits of mud. It remams a sublime object of contemplation; 
but itti character of calm magnificence, that so delighted* the eye above, is seen 
no more.''* The surface (S the river is covered with huge boils or swells, 
which render it a matter of considerable difficulty, in some places, to navigate 
a boat. '< In its course, accidental circumstances shift the impetus of its cur- 
rent, and propel it upon the point of an island, bend, or sand-bar. In these in* 
stances, it tears up ^e island, removes the sand-bars, and sweeps away the tender^ 
alluvial soil of the bends, with all their trees, and deposits the spoils in anodier 
place. At the season <^ high waters, nothing is more familiar to the ears of the 
people on the river, than the deep crash of a bndslip, in which larger or smallet 
masses of the soil on the banks, with sdl the trees, are plunged into the stream. 
Such is its character, from the Missouri to the Balize — a wild, furious, whirl* 
ing river, never navigated safely. 

<< No person who descends this river for ^the first time, receives clear and ade* 
qnate ideas c^ its grandeur, and the amount of water which. it carries. If it 
be in the luring, men the river below the mouth of the Ohio is general]^ ovec 
its banks, although the sheet of water that is making its way to the gulf, isy 
perhaps, 30 miles wide, yet, finding its way through deep forests and swamps, 
that conceal all from l^e eye, no expanse of water is seen, but the width, thai 
is curved out between the outline of woods on either bank; and it seldom 
exceeds, and often^ falls short of a mile. But when he sees, in descending 
from Uie Falls of St. Anthony, that it swallows up one river after another, with 
mouths as wide as itself, without affecting its width at all — when he sees it re* 
oeiving in succession the mighty Missouri, the broad Ohio, St. Frai^cis, White^ 
Arkansas, and Red Bivers, all of them of great depth, length, and volume of 
water— when he sees this mighty river absorbing them all, and retaining a vol- 
ume, apparently unchanged, he begins to estimate rightly the increasing depth 
of current, that must roll on in its deep channel to the sea. Carried cmt of the 
Balize, and sailing with a good breeze for hours, he sees nothing on any side but 
the turbid waters of the Mississippi, long after he is out of sight of Isoad. 

^* Between the mouth of the Ohio and St. Louis, on the west side of the river, 
the blufEis are generally near it, seldom diverging &om it more than 2.milea 

• FUnVs Geography. 
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3^7 are for the most patt, petpeBclkukr misses of limestone) sometimes shoot- 
ing up itito towera and pianaelies, presenting^ as Mr. Jefferson well obserred, at 
a distance, the aspect of the Imttkments and towers of an ancient dtj. Some- 
times the river sweeps the base of these perpendicular bluffs, as happens at ihe 
^Cornice rocks, and at the cliffs above St. Genevieve. They rise here between 200 
mnd 300 feet above the level of the river. There are many imposing spectacles 
of this sort near the western bank' of the Mississippi, in this distance. We may 
jnenUon among them, that gigantic mass of rocks, forming a singular island in 
the river, call^ the < Grand Tower,' and the shot tower at Hercu&neum. 

« From the sources of the river to the mouth (^ the Missouri, the annual flood 
^inarily eopamences in March, and does not subside until the last of May, and 
its medial height is 15 feet. At the lowest stages, 4 feet of water may be found 
f^om the rapids of Des Moines to the mouth of the Missouri. Between that 
point and tl^ mouth of the Ohio, there are 6 feet in the channel of the shallow- 
ost places at low water;. and the annual inundation may be estimated at 25 feet. 
Between the mouth of the Ohio and the St. Francis, there are various shoal places, 
where pilots are often perplexed to find a sufficient depth of water, when the river 
is low. Below that point, there is no difficulty for vessels of any draught, ex* 
oept to find the right channel. Below the mouth of the Ohio, the . medi^ flood 
13 50 feet; the highest, 60. Above Natchez, the flood begins to decline. .At 
Baton Rouge, it seldom exceeds BO feet ; and at New Orleans, 12. Some have 
supposed this gradual diminution of the flood to result from the draining of the 
numerous affluxes of the river, that convey away such considerable portions of 
its waters, hj separate channels to the sea. To this should be added, no doubt, 
the check, which the river, at this distance, begins to feel from the reaction of 
the sea, wheie this mighty mass of descending waters finds its level.'' "^ 

The banks of the river, from Cairo down, are clothed, in many instances, with 
a rich verdure of trees, down to the water's edge, interspersed here and there 
with towns and fine plantations. About 500 miks below, commences the ffreai 
cotton ffrowing region, and, below the mouth of Red River, the sugar plantations, 
From thence to New Orleans, the banks of the river are lined with a succession 
of fine plantations and dwellings, delightfblly surrounded with shrubbery. From 
Columbia, Arkansas, the fcnrest of cotton and other trees presents a most singular 
appearance, being, in many places, covered with a peculiar kind of moss, whi(m de- 
pends frpm the bninches, in long, thick masses, and gives an almost funereal aspect 
to them. It is the moss commonly used, when manufactured, for mattreses, &c, 

A traveler, in s(Mne well written sketches, very truthfully remarks, that, << "^o 
person can pass down the Mississippi, and view the immense bodies of unculti- 
Tated lands, lying contiguous to its banks, without reflecting on the great changes 
which time will produce. In a century, or two at the most, the Canks of the 
river will present continuous lines of cultivated plantations, similar to those on 
&e coast The lands are as rich as nature can make them, being all of alktvkil 
formation ; and the soil of swh a depth that there is no danger of its ever be-* 
ing exhausted. When we read of the myriads of people, who formerly existed 
in the valley of the Nile, and compare tlie capabilities of ihA Mksisappi vaMey 
with it, we can comprehend the great deeUny, awaiting only the development of 
time, in store for this already far-famed region." 

Fort Bipley, formerly Fort Gaines, is 6 miles south of Crow Wing river, 
at the mourn of the Nokay, in Cass co., Minnesota, and 122 miles north 
of St. Paul. 

Swan Biver, Benton co., Minn., 18 miles south of Fort Ripley. Near the 
mouth of this river, on the east side of the Mississippi, is a small settlement. 

•Flint's Geography. 
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Sauk Bapids» eouaty seat of Benton eo., Hiim., 28 miles below. The Tik 
lage ifi situated on the east side of the Mississippii in the center of a very fine 
Arming country. Population about 300. 

Benton, 9 miles below, in the same conntj. 

Itasca, about 40 miles below, in Benton co., is a small village. 

Bum Biver, 10 miles below, rises to the north of the Mississippi, in Mille 
Lacs, and after a course of about 80 miles, falls into the Mississippi at this point. 

Manomin, 10 miles below, in Bamsej co., Minn. 

Falls of St. Anthony, 9 miles below. These falls are about 18 feet per- 
pendicular, and about W 
rods in width, divided by 
a conical island, leaving 
nearly two-thirds on the 
west side. The entire fall 
of the river in a distance 
of a few miles, is about 
100 feet, affording dmost 
unlimited Water-power. 
St. Anthony*! Falls, Bamsey co., Minn. The town of St. Anthony is 
beautifully situated on the side and summit of a hill, rising up from a preci- 
pice, from which a fine view of the falls and surrounding country can be obtained. 
It is the seat of the University of Minnesota, endowed by a liberal donation of 
lands by the General Government. There are a number of stores, 2 printing 
offices, 2 hotels, a number of saw and grist-mills, and manufacturing establish- 
ments. Population about 2500. The land in the vicinity of the fafls, consists 
of prairie, interspersed with openings of various extent, and is generally admi- 
rably adapted to agricultural purposes. It is also well watered by numerous 
Small lakes and streams, whose never-failing springs add much to the strength* 
and fertility of the soil. These lakes and streams are well stocked with fish. 

The falls of St. Anthony were named by Father Hennepin, a companion of 
the enterprising M. De la Salle, who, in 1680, ascended the Mississippi river as 
far as the falls, and reported that he had discovered its source. The Mississippi 
river was discovered by Marquette, seven years before. 

Minneapolis, county seat of Hennepin co., Minn., is a thriving town oppo-* 
Bite St. Anthony's Falls. Population about 3.000. ' ' . ' ' 

Fort Snelling, 8 miles below, in the same county. This fort is situated 
on the west side of the Mississippi, and at the mouth of 
St- Peter's Biver, (See page 67.) 

Mendota, the capital of Dakota eo., Minn., is just below the mouth of St. 
Peter's river, which must, at no distant day, bear upon its waters the valuable 
products of a fertile and luxuriant soil. Mendota contains a number of stores^ 
and a population of about 500. 

St. Paul, 6 miles below, is the capital of Minnesota, and county seat of 
Bamsey co. This is the head of steamboat navigation. St» Paul is pleasantly 
situated on a high bluff, from which a fine view of the river may be had. It 
contains a fine State ^ouse, 6 or 8 churches, a number of hotels, 3- printing 
offices, several mills, and flourishing schools, a large number of stores, and me- 
chanic's shops of various kinds. It is rapidly increasing in wealth, and com- 
mands the trade of a lar^ extent of growing country, with a soil of exceeding 
fertility. Population estimated at about SOOO. 

Bed Bock, Bamsey co., Minn., 7 miles below. Its name is derived from 
% large rock, which the Indians painted redj and styled Wakon^ or Spirit-rock. 



THE MISSISSIPPI BIVEn. 18 

Red Rock was first settled by the Methodic missioiiariea, in 1S37, wider tbfe su- 
perintendence of the Rev. Alfred Branson. An Indian school was established, 
at an expenditure of $30,000; but, after a few years, the mission failed. The 
Boil in this re^on is well adapted to the growth of corn. 

Hastings > 10 miles below, in Minnesota. 

Vermilion, or Bapid River, enters the Mississippi 8 miles below; it rises 
in Minnesota, and flows north-east on a line nearly parallel with the St. Peters riyer. 

Poist Douglas, Washington co., Minn., 5 miles below. This village is 
situated on a point of land formed by the junction of the Sl Croix .with the Mia 
flbsippi rivear. It has an excellent steamboat landing. 

St. Croix River, (See page 67.) 

Frescott, the county seat of Pierce co., Wis., is jtist below the junetiidB of 
the St. Croix with the Mississippi* 

Bed Wing, IB miles below, is the county seat of Goodhue co., Minn., »nd 
at the upper part of Lake Pepin. 

Lake Pepin, is formed by an expansion of the Mississippi. It is about 
25 miles long, and 4 wide ; the water is clear and the current very gentle. On 
tbe eastern side of the lake, is the celebrated Maiden^ $ Rock, which rises perpen- 
dicularly 500 feet. Near the head of the lake, on the east side, is the mouth of 
Kush river, which empties into the lake ; and, on the opposite side is the Cannon 
river! The shores of this lake abound with camelian and other valuable stones. 

Kansas, 25 miles below Bed Wing, at the lower extremity of Lake PepiHi 
hi Dunn co.. Wis. 

' Chippewa EiVer, empties iuto the Mississippi 1 mile below, from Wiscon- 
sin.^ (See page 68.) 

Wabashaw, in Wabashaw co., Minn., about 10 miles below the mouth of 
the Chippewa. 
Fountain City, 15 miles below, in Buffalo co., Wis. 

Trempaleau Biver, 10 miles below, pses in Jackson co., Wis. It is a 
Btnall stream. 

. Minnesota City, opposite, is the capital of Winona co.^ Minn. Settled in 
1852 by the " Western Farm and Village Association." 

MontovillOy 5 miles below, in Trempaleau co.. Wis. 

Honntain Island, is a high rocky island, and one of the most remarkable 
places on the upper Mississippi. Its altitude has been variously estimated at from 
800 to 500 feet, and, from a distance, has the appearance of rising from the 
middle of the river. It is a conspicuoua and noted landmark. 

, Blflck Biver, 8 tniles below Montoville, rises near the center of Wisconsin, 
It is navigable for small boata about 50 miles. Before entering the Mississipp], 
it separates into two branches, forming a delta of some extent. 

. Bising Snn, 4 miles below, in Winona cp., Minn. 

Brooklyn, 2 miles below. 

• La Crosse, capital of La Crosse eo.. Wis., 2 miles below, is located upon a 
t>eautiful prairie of the same name, at die mouUi of La Crosse river, and 
contains a court-house, 2 churches, a land office, a number of stores and millsi 
and commands a considerable portion of the lumber trade of La Crosse rifer. 
Papulation about 1000. ' * 

Eokahy or Boot Biver, enters the Mississippi from Minnesota B miles 
i»elew the mouth of the La€rosse. - ' -^ . 
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BsowAfTille, 6 miles below, in Minnesota. 

Baeoon Kiver, a small stream, flows into the Mississippi firom WiseonmB, 
6 miles below. 

Bad Axe Biver, rises in Wisconsin and joins the Mississippi 6 miles 
below the mouth of Eacoon river. 

Battle Field, 2 miles below the month of Bad Axe river, in Bad Axe 
CO., Wis. 

TTpper Iowa Birer, rises in Minnesota and flows southerly, then north* 
east, througi the north-eastern part of Iowa, and enters the Mississippi a sh<nri 
distance below the mouth of Bad Axe river, near the boundary line betweea 
Iowa and Minnesota. 

I^ansing, 15 miles below» in Alamake oo., Iowa. 

Lynxville, 8 miles below, in Crawford co., Wis. 

Wexford, Alamake co., Iowa, is nearly opposite Lynxville. 

Prairie du Chien, capitol of Crawford co.. Wis., is about 100 miles west of 
Madison. It is situated on the borders of an extensive pmhrie, and occupies 
the site of an old Indian village, from whose chief, called by the French^ 
Chien, it derives its name. The town contains a court-house, a fine academy, 
and several churches. There are excellent hunting-grounds in the vieinitv of 
this place. The water courses and marshes are covered with wild rice, which 
the Indians gather for food. Numerous mounds are scattered over the land-^ 
the remains of a people whose history is unknown to us, and whose existence 
might have been doubted, had they not, like the builders of the pyramids, left 
t^ese unmistakable evidences of their having ^4ii^, and moved, and had a 
being.^' The terminus of the Milwaukee & Mississippi RaUroad is here. Popi' 
uktion about 2000. Prairie du Chien is 10 miles below Wexford. 

Fort Crawford, 1 mile below Prairie du Chien, in the same county^ 
Fort Atkinson, Iowa, near the head waters of Turkey river, is nearly due west 
from this station. 

Wisconsin Biver, enters the Mississippi, from Wisconsin, 3 miles below. 
(See page 68.) 

Cincinnati, Grant co., Wis.^ 7 miles below the mouth of the Wisconsin 
river. 

Kilroy, opposite Cincin., in Clayton co., Iowa. • 

Clayton, 2 miles below, in the oounty of same name^ Iowa, Lead min^ 
are worked near this place. 

Hendota, Grant co.. Wis., 7 miles below. 

Onttsnbnrg, formerly Prairie du Pbrt, 6 miles below, in Clayton io., 
lo., is a thriving village. It is situated on a high bluff. Rich lead mines are 
worked in this neighborhood. 

Cassville, Grant co.. Wis., 6 miles below. A large quantity of lead is 
shipped at this point, from mines in the vicinity. Popuh^on about 300. 

Tnrkey Birer rises in Iowa, and after a eonrse of 150 miles, pas^Dg 
diagonally through Clayton co., enters the Mississippi, opposite Cassville. It is 
not navigable for steamboats. 

Brankford, Clayton co., lo., is a small village at the mouth of Turkey river. 

Bnena Vista, Clayton Co., lo., 5 miles below. 

Fotosi, 12 miles below^ in Grant co.^ Wis., on Grant riverj near its monthi 



Letd abomnds in thia region. Potosi is an imp^sriant ai^l ftnidduQg* Um^ 
JbaTing a large trade. Population about 3000. 

Peru, Dubuque co.; lo., 7 miles below, near tbe mouth of Little Makoquetta 
river. 

8 in apee, Grant CO., Wis., 2 miles below. 

Jamestown, 1 mile below, in the same, county. 

Dubuque, capitol of Dubuque co., Jo., 5 miles below. It is situated on 
a gently sloping prairie, in one of the richest lead districts in the world. It 
contains a land office, 6 or 8 churches, 4 printing offices, 2 banks, several large 
hotels, a court-house, a number of stores, and workshops of all descriptions. 
The branch of the Illinpis Central Railway, passing through Qnlena, terminates 
here. It is the terminus, also, of the Dubuque & Keokuk E^ilroad. The town 
was settled by the French and, Canadians, about 1784. Population about 9000. 

Dunleith, opposite Dubuque, in Jo Daviess co,, 111. 

Fevre Biver, a small, sluggish stream, empties into the Mississippi, ftom 
111., 15 miles below. It is navigable for steamboats to Galena, during most 
of the year. Qn account of the narrowness of ^is stream, large boats have 
difficulty in getting up and down. 

Galena, Jo Daviess co.. 111., is situated on Pevre river, seven miles from 
its mouth. It is located near the center of a rich lead district, extending, on 
both sides of the Mississippi, from the Wisconsin to the vicinity of Rock river. 
It derives its name from aalena, a kind of lead ore found in tne vicinity. In 
1822, the process of smelting was first commenced ; since that time there hap 
been as high as 40,000,000 of pounds smelted in one year. The ore lies in hor*- 
izontal strata^ Varying in thickness from a few inches to several feet, and yields 
75 per cent of pure lead. Galena was first settled in 1826, and was then an 
outpost in the wilderness. An immense amount of business is now transacted 
here, as it is a place of import and export for the products of a very extensive 
and fertile region. There are several churches, 8 printing offices, a number of 
extensive manufaetories, including mills, ^flouring and saw mills,) sheet lead 
jnanufactories, &c., &c. Population about 9000, The Chicago & Galena Rail 
road hks a terminus here^ and a branch of the Illinois Central Rai^oad passes 
through. 

Hoaelle, in same coiftity, 6 miles below the mouth of Fevre river. 

Bellevue, nearly opposite Moselle, is the county seat of Jackson co., lo. 
It is a thriving place, beautifully situated on a high bluff. It has a fine landing, 
and a splendid farming region in the interior. 

Hakoqueta Biver, enters the Mississippi from Iowa, 8 miles below. It 
furnishes a laige amount of water-power. Its whole length is about 100 mQea. 
Portsmouth, Carroll co., 111., 5 miles below. 

Savannah, Carroll co., El., 8 miles below, a short distance above the mouth 
of Plum creek. It contains a court-house, jail and a number of storea 
Population about 1000, 

Sabula, Clinton co., lo., 4 miles below, is a small village. 

Lyons, Clinton co., lo., is a place of considerable business, 15 miles below. 

Fulton City, Whiteside co.. 111., is a flourishing village nearly opposite 
Lyons. . • ; 

Albany, Whiteside co., 111., 7 miles below, has an active trade. Popukiion 
about 800. 

Oamanche, Clinton co., lo., nearly opposite Albany, is a lively buMaeM 
place-. Popuhiti(m about 200. 
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Wapil^veilOA Bivcr^ rnes in 4lie noii3i-ea«tttni paH of Iowa, and after I 
winding coarse of about 200 miles, enters \k» Mismanppi 7 miles bebw Camanoht. 
Jt affords exoellent water*power for miUa, 

Cordova, Rock Island co., HI., 4 miles below« 

Princeton, Scott co., lo., 1 mile below. 

Parkhnrst, 5 miles below, in the same county. 

Port Byron, Hock Island co.. III., a small town, 1 mile below, is near tLe 
head of the upper rapids. 

. Le Claire, Scott co., lo., 1 mile below, b a thrfyiag Tillage. 

Hampton, Rock Island co.. 111., 5 miles below. It has considerable trade 
in earthenware. Population about 300. 

Davenport, county seat of Scott co., lo., 12 miles below, is one of the 
most flourishing cities on the upper MissiBsippi. It is situated at the foot of the 
upper rapids in the midst of a fertile region ci country. Stone ooal i& fo«nd in 
'the vicinity. Davenport was settled in 1887. . It now contains a number of 
flouring and saw mills, over 100 stores, many important manufacturing establish* 
ments, 8 or 10 churches and 3 or 4 printing .(^&c^p. . Population about 6000. 
A snlendid rail-road bridge crosses the Mississippi at this point. The terminus 
of the Davenport and Missouri Railroad is here. The scenery in the vicinity of 
Davenport is very beautiful. The town stands on an elevated plain with a range 
of hills in the background. 

Bock Island, is the name given alar^ island in the Mississippi just below 
Davenport. Fort Armstrong, an old U. S. Blockhouse in the time of Black 
Hawk's wars is on the southern extremity of the Island, it stands upon a rock, 
near twenty feet above the surface of the river. There is a recess in this roek 
called Black HawV% Cave, where, it is said, he often concealed himself. It was 
lore that Col. Davenport was murdered, July, 1845, by a party of lawless wretch- 
es. The Mississiroi at this point is very rapid ; it falls 21 j^et 10 inches in the 
distance of 15 miles« Ledges of rock extend across the river, and, at low water, 
greatly obstruct the navigation. 

The country around Bock Island is exceedingly rich. It consists mostly of 
prairie land, rising in a succession of little knolls, which at a distance, appear like 
the swells of the ocean, as it rolls about the verdant is^nds of the East. After 
leaving the river, the land rises gradually into a chain of rounded hills, thinly 
oovered with trees. The Indians regard this as their promised land. 
' Holine, Rock Island co.. III., is a thriving manufacturing village opposite 
the head of Rock Island, and has considerable water-power from the rapids of 
the river. 

&oek Island City, 3 miles below, opposite the foot of Roek Isknd, ia the 
capital of Rock Island co., III. A number of extensive nfannfaetorieft *are 
earried on here, having the advantages of excellent water-power. It is the ter« 
minus of the Chicago & Rock Island Railroad. Population about 4500. 

Bock Kiver, enters the Mississippi 2 miles below Rock Island city, from 
Illinois. (See page 68.) - 

Buffalo, Scott CO., lo., 5 miles below the mouth of Rock river. 

Andalusia, Rock Island co.. 111., nearly opposite Buffalo. 

Iowa, Muscatine co., lo., 8 miles below. 

Pairport, 7 miles below in the 82^me county. ; 

Huscatine, 6 miles below, county seat of Muscatine oo., lo., is one of tbi 
most flourishing towns in the State. Iowa oity' is 32 miles north-west^ Moica- 
tine was laid out in 1836, being previously an Indian tradiiig post. It ia ftha 
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■ii^pfng point for a large Mid fertile region of country* It <x»nt»ns a fltt« tenrliE 
lioofse, 9 or 10 ehnrohes, 3 printing offices, 7 hotels, a large nmmber of stores aiiA 
warehouses, 2 steam flouring and 2 steam saw mills, Populaticm about 5M0» 
Port Louis a, Louisa co., lo., 16 miles below. 

Vew Bos ton t 10 miles below, in Mercer co., HI., is a thrivipg Tillagft 
with an active trade, it has a good lahding, and is surrounded by a fertile country,! 
Population about 800. 

Iowa Siyer» enters the Mississippi from Iowa, just b^low New Boston* 
(Bee page 69.) # 

Keithsbtirg, county seat of Mercer county, HI., 7 miles below the moutli 
of Iowa river, is a flourishing village. Large amounts of produce are siktpped 
fKMn here. It is a good landing place. Population about ©DO. 

* Enron'f Des Moines co., lo., 9 miles below. ^ 

O^nawka, capitol of Henderson oo., 111., 10 miles below,, is. a place of 
active business. It contains 2 or 8 printing offices, a court-house, a number o£ 
stores, and a population of about 1200. \ 

Burlington, 15 miles below, is l}ie county seat of Dtn Moines eo., lo., anA 
before 18^ was the capitol of the State. The river here is a broad and 
beautiful stream. The town is very pleasantly situated, partly on high groun^^ 
overlooking delightful scenery. Arlington contains a number of fine chHrches, 
schools^ academies^ &o., 4 printing offices, and a large number of business houses^ 
mills, foundries, manufactories of different kinds, extensive p<»'k packing housen^ 
&c. Population about 8000. The terminus of the Burlington & Peoria Bail^ 
road is here ; also, the Burlington & Missouri Railroad. 

Skunk Biver, empties into the Mississippi 8 mifes below Burlington, from 
Iowa. It rises near the center of the State, and furnishes extensive water- 
power through a rich region of country. 

IPontoosue, 7 miles below, in Hancock oo., 111., is a flourishing TiHage| 
surrounded by a fertile country. Population about 600. 

Appanoose, 5 miles below in same county. 

Fort Hadison, county seat of Lee co., lo., 3 miles below. It became i| 
town in 1835 ; since that time it has increased rapidly. The town occupies the. 
site of an old fortification, built in 1808, as a defense against the Indians, who^ 
in 1813, obliged the garrison to abandon and burn the f(Hii. It contains % 
handsome court-house, a number of elegant churches, the Iowa Penitentiary, 
seyeral spacious hotels, and is largely engaged in various branches of manufkc- 
taring and trade. There are 2 or 3 printing offices here, and it is a {dip- 
ping point for large quantities of produce, and an extensive lumber depot Pop^ 
ulatibn abont 3500. • 

Vauvoo, 8 miles below, in Hancock co., 111., the sacred city of the Mormons/ 
is the most remarkable city in the Union. It is situated op a high slope, 
elevated several feet above the surface of the river. The ioeatien is one of &e 
best in the West. The land was purchased by the Mormons, and the eity laidf 
est in 1849, nnder the direction of Joe Smith. It was 12 mjles in cirenmli^r- 
cnce — streets regular, crossing each other at right-angles. The dwellings wero 
mostly plain, with the exception of the Great Temple, which was one of the finest 
buildmgs in the West ; it was 130 feet long, 88 feet wide, 65 feet to the top of 
the cornice, and 163 to the top of the cupola, and cost over half a million of' 
dollars. It was designed to accommodate a congregation of 3,000 persons. The 
Wtaement of the temple contained the baptwtryj or brazen sea, in which new 
mawesU were baptiaed. . This pool was snj^rted bj twelve gilded| colossal ozen^ ' 
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«td mif designed to ittntato the ImiKeii sea of SoleinoB. In the ereotion of t&fa 
ikMgniftBent stractnre^ moit of the male popnlatioB were engaged. Each one 
ooDiriidered it hl» duty to oontribnte as far as he Was able, believing he waa eroet* 
ing a temple which would stand till the end of time. The Mormons, snnposmg 
themselves the true Latter Day Saint%^ into whose hands the earth would soon 

Kis, did not, at all timfes, pfty a due regard to the rights and pSrivileges of others, 
is constantly brought them into difficulty ; and though often in fault, yet they 
were persecuted beyond measure. Smith and others of his sect were arrest^ 
Mid thrown into prison, where, in June, 1844, they were murdered by ^ kwlras 
■nob, without even the form of a trial. In October, 1848, the temple was fired, 
i&d so(»i reduded to a heap of ruins. The city is now in the hands <^ a band of 
French Sooialists. Only a small number of the dwellings are pccupied-*tb« 
Mormon population, which at one time, exceeded 15000, removed to Utah^ 
and built the " Great Salt Lake City.** The present population oi Nauvoo is 
d)out2p00. 

^ The Mormons first appeared in the United States about 1880.' Joseph Smith, 
tlieir prophet, pretended to have found an addition to the Bible, engraved o» 
twelve golden plates. After being submitted 'to Professor Anthon, and othem, 
trke prononnoed the inscriptions a mess of jargon, he, by Divi^ assistance. Was 
enabled to get a opfrect tranidation, . whidi he published under the title of tbd 
^^k of Jmotmcn. 

Xontrose, nearly opposite Nauvoo, in Lee co., lo., is sitnated on an ele^ 
rated prairie which commands a vieit of tibe river and country ^ 20 miles around. 
Numerous Indian mounds, the depositories of the ancient dead, are found in thtf 
vieinity. This town stands at the head of the Lower Rapids, and is the place 
of reshipping in time of low water. Population about 1000. 

I^asliTille, Lee co., lo., is a small village 4 miles below. 
Xontebello, Hancock co., 111., 6 miles below. 

X^^kmky 4 miles below, in Lee co., Io«, situated at the foot of the Dei 
Aloines, or Lower rapids, is a place of large business. In low water large boats from 
below can not pass the rapids ; their freight is discharged at Keokuk, conveyed 
to Montrgse, and reshipped on smaller boats. The fall of the rapids is 24 feet in 
12 miles. Keoktik stands upon ialimestbne rock formation, which affords an 
^eellent building material The place contains 8 or 9 chur&hes, several acad- 
emies and schools, 2 printing offices, flouring mills and foundries, and a large 
number of stores, &o. Population nearly 6500. 

Hamilton City, Hancock co., HI., nearly opposite Keokuk. 

. Warsaw, 4 miles below, in Hancock co., 111., stands ^n a high bkff at the' 
foot of the rapids, iiear the site of old Fort Edwards. The situa^on is verf 
favorable for trade, and a large business is done in receiving and shipping mer* 
obandise and produce. Warsaw contains several mills, a large number of basi- 
Hess houses, and' manufactories. Population about 4000. 

See Hoinei Biver, enters the Mississippi from Iowa, nearly qjj^posite 
Warsaw. (See page 70.) 

Alexandria, Clark co.. Mo., on Fox river near its entrance into the Missie* 
Sippi. 

. Fox Biver, a small stream, rises in Davissco., lo., and enters the MissiBsappt 
from Mo., about 2 miles below the mouth of the Des Moinies river. 

Bes Koines City, 6 miles below, in Clark co., Mo. 

Tully, Lewis co., Mo., 12 miles below, is a flourishing place. Lai|^ €pum- 
tides of produce are shipped (rom here. It is pleasantly jitnated, and oontaiai 
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2 or 3 cbnrches, 2 steam mills, and a number of stores. Popalation about 800« 
lAid out in 1833. 

Lagrange, 6 miles below, in samexsonntj, near the mouth of Wyacondla 
river, is a place of considerable business. It contains several churches, a college, 
a flouring mill, &c. Ebpulation about 700. 

QUiney, 12 miles ;beloir, is the county seat of Adams co., 111. It is situ- 
ated on a beautiful elevation t25 feet above the Mississippi, and commands a 
fine view of the river for 5 or 6 miles in each direction. It contains a large pub- 
lic square, a good court-hoase, a laild office, 8 or 10 printing offices, about 20 
churches ; 3 banks, a number of extensive mills and manufactories, and a large 
number of stores and oommissio^ houses, also foundries, machi^ie shops, distil- 
leries, pork houses, &o. The country in its vicinity is a beautifully rolling and rich 
prairie, and one of the finest agricultural regions in the State. Large quantities 
of produce are annually shipped from here, bj steamboats and other craft, which 
can navigate the river, from this place down, at any season of the year. Popu- 
lation alx)ut 12000. Quincy is the terminus of the Northern Cross Eailroad. 

7abin*s Biyer, enters the Mississippi 6ppositei Quincy. Near its mouth 
this river branches — north Fabin's and south Fabin's-*-the sources of each branch 
being about 150 miles from the point where diey unite. Neither branch is nav- 
igable for steamboats. 

Xarion City, 7 miles below,^in Marion co.. Mo., isa thriving village and 
the shipping port for the interior. The soil of this county is very rich, and 
abounds in fine timber, bituminous coal, salt springs, and lead. 

Aston, opposite Marion city, in Adanrs co., IlL 

Boone ville, 3 miles below, in same county. 

Hannibal, Marion oo., Ma, 7 miles below, is a shipping port for large 
quantities of pork, hemp, tobacco and other produce raised in the vicinity. Stone 
ooal and an excellent li«teslmie for building purposes are abundant near the plaoe. 
Hannibal is the terminus of the Hanmbal and St. Joseph Railroad. It contains 
a large number of stores and warehouses, 2 or 3 printing offices and a population 
of about 3800. 

Dayton, opposite Hannibal, in Adams co., IlL 

Saverton, 8 miles below, in BaUs co., Mo. 

Salt Biver, empties into the Mississippi 18 miles below. Three branches 
of this river — the north, middle, and south forks — ^unite at Floridai^ Monroe 
eo., Mo., about 85 ;niles from its mouth, and form the main stream, to which 
point it is navigable for small steamers. 

Cincinnati, Ralls co., Mo., is on Salt river, about 20 miles below Florida. 

Louisiana, Pike co., Mo., 2 miles below the mouth of Salt river, contains 
a number of stores and warehouses, and 2 printing offices^ Population about 
1000. 

Clarksville, 12 miles below, in same county. 

Hambnrgh, 15 miles below, in Calhoun co., Ill«, is a flourishing town. It 
has a good landing, and employs considerable capita] in n»erca.ntile and manufao* 
turing pursuits. Population 800. 

Gilead, Calhoun co., 111., 9 miles below, is situated a short distance fnuu 
the river. It was formerly the county seat. Population about 800. 

Biviere au Cuivre, a small stream, enters the Mississippi, from Mo., 15 
miles below Gilead. 

Deer Plain, 12 miles below, in Calhoun co. Mo. 
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Illinois, BiT«r^ enters the HisaiBsippi 6 miles below Deer Plain. (Sc« 
page 71.7 

Grafton, Jersey co.. 111., just l^low tW month of the Illinois river^ is a smaQ 
Tillage. Population about 350. 

Portage des Sionx, St. Charles 00.^ Me., 7 miles below. 

Bandolph, 4 miles below, in Jersey co. Jll. 

Alton, 7 miles below, in Madison co., In., was laid >Mit in 181S* Up to the 

J ear 1832, it contained only a few houses and a steam mHL In that year, the 
Penitentiary of the State was erected here. After which- it improved rapidly, and 
many fine buildings were put up. It is handsomely |aid ,ont in wide, beautiful 
streets, and contains 6 or 8 churehes, a lyceum and tneologieal seminary, and a 
large number of stores, commission houses, pork housed and marufactories. It 
is nyorably situated for trade, and baa an excellent landing. Alton is the ter- 
minus of the Chicago and Mississippi Railroad, also of the Terre Haute & Alton 
Bailroad. Population about 5000. This eity is surrounded, for several miles in 
extent, with one of the finest bodies of timber in the Stat^. Bituminous coal 
exists in great abundance only a short distance from the town. Inexhaustible beds 
of limestone, for building purposes, and easily quarried, are within its nreelnota. 
A species of freestone, easily dressed, and used for monuments and arcaitectural 
purposes, and that peculiar species of lime, used for water-cement, are found in 

Seat abundance, in the yicinity. The corporate bounds extei|d 2 mile along 
e river, and half-a-mile back. The city plat was laid out, by the proprietors^ 
upon a liberal scale. There are 5 squares reserved for public purposes, and a 
large reservation was made on the river for a public landing and promenade. 

Hissonri Biver, enters the Mississippi 5 miles below Alton. (See page 73.) 

Chippewa, 1 mile below the mouth of the Missouri river^ in Madison co.^ Ill* 

Hadlson, 2 miles below, in same 00. 

Venice, iasameco.| 8 miles below^ 

^ Bremen, 2 miles below, in St. Louis co., Mo. 

St. Louis, 4 miles below, was selected by Mr. Laclede (the manager for a 

company of merchants, who 
had obtained the monopoly 
of the Indian fur trade, on 
the Mississippi an^ Missouri 
rivers), as a depot for their 
merchandjfBe. Mr. Laclede, 
after* examining numerous 

.*. «««« . points on the Mississippi, 

foresaw and predicted the future importance of the town, to which he gave Uie 
name of St. Louis, in honor of Louis XV of France, and in Doc., 1768, he had a 
portion of the ground, on which it stands, cleared, and returned to Fort Ohartres, to 
make preparation for the establishment of his new colony. He tras accompanied in 
his visit by two young Creoles of New Orleans, Augustus and Pierre Chouteau, 
whom he despatched, in the February following, with men and materials to comr 
plete the settlement. Dufing the summer of 1764, man^ of the French from 
the vicinity of Fort Chartres, removed to St. Louis. Thfo emigration was soon 
checked by the cession of that territory to the Kin^of Spain. It was not, 
however, until 1770 that Spain obtained possession of ^t. L^uis. In 1771, it 
contained 120 houses, mostly of stone, and a populatiomof aU)ut 800, exclusive 
of 150 negroes ; the whites being mostly French. ! 

In 1780, the garrison consisting of only 50 or 60 |nen, was attacked by a 
large body of Indians, numbering from 900 to 151)0^ «The women and 
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children wbo could not take part in the defense, took shelter in the house of 
Auguste Chouteau, whilst all those, holh .men and women, who were within the 
palisades, commenced so rigorous a resistance, that the enemy was forced to 
retreat. But, with their characteristic feroci^, threw themselves upon those of 
the inhabitants, who engaged in. the cultivation of their fields, had not time to 
Teach the palisades, and it is said that 60 were killed and 13 made prisoners. 
The year tbis attack took place is called by the Freafiji, '^ VAnee du Graiui 
Cottp— the year of the great blow." 

After this, the inhabitants finding their garrison insufficient to protect them, 
sent Mr. A. Chouteau to New Orleans for assistance. Cruzat was made com- 
mander of St. Louis, and a wooden fort erected on the most elevated spot 
within the city, upon which several heavy pieces of ordnance were mounted, and 
still later, 4 stone turrets were added, from which cross fires could be kept up. 
No traces of this fortification are now to be seen. 

St Louis is the capitol of St. Louis co., Mo., and the largest town in the 
State, situated in Lat 88® 37' north. It rests on a bed of limestone rising from 
20 to 60 feet above the floods of the Mississippi. At this elevation an extensive 
plain opens to view. The city extends along the river 6 or 7 miles. Some of 
the prominent buildings of St. Louis are, a splendid court-house, erected at a 
cost of over half a miUion of dollanf^ the Planter's House, United States Hotel, 
Virginia Hotel, Missouri Hotel, City Hospital, Marine Hospital, Home for the 
Friendless, Church of the Messiah (Unitarian^ CathoHc Cathedral, St. Greorge's, 
Church (Episcopal)^ and the U. S. \ Arsenal. ' St. Louis contains about 60 
churches, of different denominaticHis, the Universi^ of St. Louis, the Missouri 
University, a Mercantile Library Association, in a Very flourishing condition, 
with a large and increasing library and fine reading room. The public schools 
receive the special attention of the citizens; a large number of pupils are in 
daily attendance, and the seminaries and private schools are, also, well 
patronized. There are some 25 or 30 printing offices in St. Louis, a number of 
them issuing daily, tri-weekly, and weekly newspapers, with a large circulation. 
The city is supplied with water, from reservoirs, forced up &0m the river bj 
ilationary engines, and distributed through iron pipes. 

The location of .St. Louis, for oommerce, is second to none in the West. It 
is the center of an immense and fertile region, watered by the largest rivers in 
the world. Ihere are a vast number of steamboats in its trade, many of them 
of the largest class, navigadng the rivers from near the Alleghany to the Bocky 
Mountains, and from the northern lakes to the Q^ulf of Mexico. The flouring, 
the pork packing, and the sugar refining business, are carried on here very exten*' 
sively, and a great number of important mannfactnring establishments on a large 
scale. The terminus of the St. Louis and Pacific Railroad, is here ; and the 
Ohio & Mississippi Railroad, and others, have their terminus in UlinoiSi 
^>posite. 

The population of the city has increased rapidly : in 1810, it was less than 
2000; in 1830, it was 7000; in, 1840, it was 16000; in 1845, 35,000; in 
1850, 70000; in 1852, ttbout 90000, and it is now estimated at over 100,000. 

Illinoistown, St. Clair co., III., on the east side of the Mississippi, opposite 
St. Louis, is the western terminus of the Ohio k Mississippi Railroad. Popul** 
tion about 600. 

Cahokia, 4 miles below, in St. Clitti?M$o., 111., is one of the oldest settlement* 
in the State. It was occupied by the Caoquias, a tribe of Illinois Indians, long 
before the discovery of the Mississippi. The French settled on it shortly after 
La Salle descended the Mississippi, probably about the year 1683. In 1766, it 
contained 40 families, and now about $0. The majority of the houses are built 
of pickets^ one st(»y high, having piakzas on each side, and, being white-washed^ 
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present a pleasant appearance. The io^bitai^ts are principally ' French. Bj 
an act of Congress^ passed in 1788, a grant of 400 acres of land, adjoining tM 
village, was made to each family. The lituation is somewhat elevated, bat nn- 
healmj, and Americans seldom pass a season in it witbomt suffering from the 
miasma of the surrounding pondB. Stone coal is found in the vicinity. 

Carondalet, St. Louis co.. Mo., formerly called Vi4e Poche (empty pocket), 
1 mile below, is a small village principally occupied by the French, who supply 
vegetables for .the St. Louis market. It was settled in 1767. 

Jefferson Barracks , St. Louis co,, 5 miles below, is one of the most extent 
live U. S. military establishments in the West, and has a large cavalry school 
attached, from which the mounted troops upon the frontiers are supplied. 

Maramec Biyer , rises in Crawford and Washington counties. Mo., and flows 
north-east, then south-east, and enters the Missksippi 9 miles below Jefferson 
Barracks. It is navigable some 60 miles. 

Clifton, 10 miles bokyw^ in Jefferson co., Mo. 

Earrisonyille, 2.fni]^ below, in Monroe co., lU. 

Hercnlanenm, Jefferson co.,Mo.,2 miles below, is a flourishing town. There 
are a number of shot towers here, and in the yicinity, and being a principal port 
of the lead district, a large amount of lead and shot are annually exported — <- 
Population 700. 

Plattin Bock, 1 mile below, in fame co. 

Selma, 2 miles below, in same ca, has a good landing, and carries on consid- 
erable trade in lead. Shot are also made here in large quantities. Population 
about 400. 

Bush Tower, 4 miles below, m same co., is a small village. 

Fort Ghartres, 9 miles below, ii^ Bandolph co., HI., was an old French fork 
built in 1720, as a defence against Ae Spaniards. It was taken possession of 
by the English in 1765 by virtue jbi. the treaty of Tontainbleau. It is now a 
heap of ruins. The wails are fast crumbling away, and vines and trees are 
springing up around these venerable remains. Thi| fort m^ designed to be the 
strongest on the continent : Its walls were built of solid masonry, in quadrangular 
form, 490 feet in circumference. ' It was the head quarters of the commandant 
in upper Louisi^ia, and 4^e eeiiter of fashion in the West. 

St.Oeneyieye, capijtotof St. Genevieve co.. Mo., 11 miles below, is pleasant- 
ly situated, and a place o^ jsoprfderable business, ft exports large quantities of 
lead, iron, copper, limestone and a white silioiouff sand, a very fine article used 
at Pittsburgh and other placefl for making glass. St. Genevieve was settled by 
the French about 1750. . It contains the usual T!o^nty buildings, and 2 printing 
offices. Population aboiH 2000. Directly l)aek of this town, a few miles, is 
Potosi. It is located in the finest mineral district in the United States. The Iron 
Mountain, the greatest natural curiosity in the West, i^ in the yicinity. This 
mountain is said to be an almost solid mass of ore. 

St. Mary's Landing, 10 miles below, in same county, is a small village. 

Pratt's Landing, Perry co.. Mo., 2 mil^s beW, is a small place. 

Kaskaskia Biyer, enters the Mississippi from Illinois, 3 miles below. (See 
page 79.) This is the southern terminus of the great American Bottom, which 
extends northerly, on the river, for 80 miles. 

Chester, Bandolph co., UL, 1 mile below the mouth of the Kaskaskia river. 
The town is built on an elevated bottom, and is th^ commercial depository of a 
fine country. It is a flourishing plae#. Population about 1600. 
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Mary^s Eiyer, 4 miles below, rises in IBinois and "flows south-west into dM 
Mississippi. It is a small stream, and not navigable. 

Port Perry, Perry co., Mo., 3 miles below, is a small village. 

Liberty, Randolph co., 111., 4 miles below. 

Witt emb erg, 17 miles below, in Perry co., Mo. 

Beyirs Bake-ovenand Grand Tower, 5 and 6 miles below. These 
are names given to a portion of a gigantic range of rocks, risingto a considerable 
height on both sides of the river, nearly midway between St. Lonis and the month 
of the Ohio. The summits of this range are covered with vegetation, which 
looks smilingly down upon the water as it deshes a^nst its base. The cur* 
rent here is very swift; and by its force and constant wearing away of the 
cliffs, it has Si3parated a large portion, which stands, like, a gigantic column in the 
midst of the waves, ^uch is *^ Grand Tower,'' which rises nearly 50 feet above 
the surface of the river. 

Those hardy boatmen, who navigated our western waters before the introdue- 
tion of steam, dreaded this place more than any other on the river. The only 
way they could ascend the river, was to pull their boaits along the Illinois shore 
by means of ropes. The Indians, who were always ox\ the lookout for ploaderi 
would conceal themselves in the bushes, %nd, when a favorable opportunity 
offered, full upon them. Thus many taluable lives and cargoes were lost, ia 
attempting that which steam now performs in perfect safety. 

Breeseville, Jackson co«, HI., 2 miles below, is a small village. 

Mnddjr Kiyer, 4 miles below, rises Hi Illinois and flews soi^th-west into the 
Mississippi. It is navigable only for a short distance. 

Birmingham, 4 miles below, in Oape Girardeau co., M6., near the mouth 
of Apple creek, b a small village. 

Vnion Point, opposite Birmingham, in Union co., HL 

Beyirs Tea-table and Cornice Bocks, 3 miles below, are great 
natural curiosities. The water has worn the rocks into regular shapes, representing 
oontinuous rows of cornice work and other architectural devices of the greatest 
beauty, which hang majestically over the river. 

Bainbridge, 6 miles below, in Cape Girardeau co., Mo. 

Hamburg, Union oo., Dl., opposite Bainbridge. 

Cape Girardeau, in the county of the same name, 10 miles below. It has 
a number of good stores and mills, 2 academies, 3 schools, and 1 convent. It 
is the seat of St. Mary's eollege, founded in 1830 ; which now has a president, 
6 professors, and a library of 2500 volumes. Papulation 1600. The country 
around it is very fertile, and thickly inhabited, for forty or fifty miles back, to 
the New Madrid settlements. 

Thebes, 9 miles below, capital of Alexander co.,}}!. 

Hew York, nearly opposite Thebes, in Scott co.. Mo. 

'^ Commerce, 3 miles below, in same oo., contains a number of stores. It ha# 
considerable trade, and a fine region of country back. Population about 400. 

Hew Philadelphia, 7 miles below, in same co. 

Ohio City, Mississippi co., Mo., 21 miles below, is a flourishing pliee, 
nearly opposite Cairo and the mouth of the Ohio river. 

Ohio Biyer, and Cairo— (See pages 88 and 122.) 
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Island Ho. 1, 6 miles below the mouth of the Ohio, opposite wliicli, ia 
Kentucky, a short distance from the river^ are thf remains of Fort Jeffers<m, 
erected by G^en. George Rogers Clark, in the spring of 1780. This fort was 
built by order of Gov. Jefiferson, of Virginia, in order to protect the navigation 
of the Mississippi^ and seeore it to that State, in which this territory was then 
included. 

Horfolk, Mississippi co.. Mo., opposite Island No. 1. 

Biokwith's, 7 miles below, in same co., is a small village. 

BaldwinsYille, 5 miks below^ in same co., is a small place. Populatiofi 

about 200. 

Colambus, 4 miles belowi capital of Ballard co., Ey. It contains several 
extensive warehouses, and a population of about 600. Just above it are the 
Iron banks, extending along the river, on the same side, for about 2 miles. They 
derive the name from the color of the banks resembling iron rust. 

Hickman, formerly Mills Point, county seat of Fulton co., Ky.,20 mileg 
below, is a flourishing town. It contains 10 or 12 stores, and commission and 
forwarding houses, 2 or 3 churches, a printing office, a large tobacco stemery, and 
a bank. Large quantities of tobaoeo, com, cotton, cattle, poultry, Ac., are 
annually shipped from here, it being the depot for the products of a large and 
fertile section of country. It Is the starting point for the stage route to 
Nashville. Population about 600. 

Hew Hadrid, 44 miles below, is the county seat of New Madrid co.. Ma 
It carries on a laige trade in shipping produce, cattle, lumber, <fec. It has a 
printing office and a population of about 500. TMs point was the scene of a 
violent earthquake in 1811. The following aeoouut of it is from the pen (tf 
Dr. Hildreth of Marietta, 0., and published in Perkins' Annals of the West. 

" The center of its violence was thought to be near the Little Prairie, 25 or 30 
miles below New Madrid — the vibrations from which were felt all over the valley 
of the Ohio, as hi^h up as Pittsburgh. * * * * New Madrid, having suffered 
more than any omer town on the Mississippi from its effects, was considered as situ- 
ated near the focus, from whence the undulations proceeded. From an eye-witness, 
who was then about 40 miles below that town, in a flat-boat, on his way to New 
Orleans, with a load of produce, and who narrated the scene to me, the agitation 
which convulsed the earth and the waters of the mighty Mississippi, filled every 
living creature with horror. The first shock took place in the night (Dec. 1€, 1811), 
while the boat was lying at the shore^ in company with several others. At this 
period, there was danger apprehended from the Southern Indians, it being soon 
after the battle of Tippecanoe, and for safety several boats kept in company, for 
mutual defense, in case of an attack.' , In the middle of the night, there was a 
terrible shock and jarring of the boats, so that the crews w^re all awakened, an4 
hurried on deck, with their weapons of defense in their hands, thinking the 
Indians were rushing on board. The ducks, geese, swans, and various other 
aquatic birds, whose numberless flocks were quietly resting in the eddies of the 
river, were thrown into the gfeat^t tumult, and, with loud screams, expressed 
their alarms in accents of terroh The noise and oomraotion soon became hushed, 
nnd nothing could be discovered ' to excite apprchensdon ; so that the boatmen 
concluded that the shock was occasioned by the falling in of a large mass of the 
bank of the river near them. As soon as it was light "enough to distinguish ob- 
jects, the crews were all up, making ready to depart. Direcily a loud roaring 
and hissing was heard, like the escape of steam from a boiler, accompanied by 
the most violent agitation of the shores, and tremendous boiling up of the waters 
of the Mississippi, in huge swells rolling the waters below, back on the descend- 
ing stream, and tossing the boats about so violently that the men, with difficulty, 
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could keep their feet. The sand-bars and points of ^ island gUve way, swal- 
lowed up in the tamnltuous bosom of the riTer, carrying dowii with them the 
cotton-wood trees, cracking and crashing, tossing their arms to and fro; as if 
sensible of their danger, while they disappeared beneath the flood. The water of 
the river, which, the day before, was tolerably clear, being rather low, changed 
to a reddish hue, and became thick with mud, thrown up horn its bottom; while 
the surface, lashed violently by the agitation of the earth beneath, was covered 
with foam, which, gathering into masses the size of a banel, floated along on the 
trembling surface. The earth on the shores opened in wide Assures, and, closing 
again, threw the water, sand, and mud, in huge jets, higher than the tops of the 
trees. The atmosphere was filled with a thick vapor, or gas, to which tne light 
imparted a purple tinge, altogether different, in appearance, horn the autumnal 
haze of Indian summer, or that of smoke. From the temporary cheek to the 
furrent, by the heaving up of the bottom, the sinking of the banks and sand-bam 
kito the bed of the stream, the river rose, in a few minutes 5 or 6 feet; end, im* 
patient of the restraint, again rushed forward with redoubled itnpetuosity^ 
hurrying along the boats, now set loose by the horror-struck boatmen, as in less 
danger on the water than at the shore, where the banks threat^ed every moment 
to destroy them by the falling earth, or carry them down in the vortices of the 
sinking masses. Many boats were overwhelmed in this manner, and their crews 
prished with them. It i*equired the utmost exertions of the men, to keep the 
boat, of which my informant was the owner, in the middle of the river, as far 
from the shores, sand-bars, and islands, as they could. Numerous boats were 
wrecked on the snags and old trees thrown up from the bottom of the Mississippi, 
where they had quietly rested for ages; while others were sunk or stranded on 
the sand-bars and islanda At New Madrid, several boats were carried, by the 
reflux of the current, into a small stream that puts into the river just above the 
town, and left on the ground by the returning waters, a considerable distance from 
the Mississippi. « ♦ ♦ Xhe sulphurated gasses that were discharged during 
the shocks, tainted the air with their noxious effluvia, and so strongly impregnated 
the water of the river, to the distance of 150 miles below, that it could hardly be 
used for any purpose for several days. New Madrid, which stood on a bluff, 15 
or 20 feet above the summer floods, sunk so low, that the next rise covered it to 
the depth of 5 feet. The bottoms of several fine lakes in the vicinity were 
elevated, so as to become dry land, and have since been planted with corn/' 
Slight oscillations and shocks continued to be felt for years, along this region. 

Point Fleasfint, 7 miles below, in the same county, is a thriving village. 
Large quantities of corn are shipped from this place. 

Riddle's Point, 3 miles below, in the same co., is a landing place for 
goods destined for the interior, and for the receipt of produce. The whole 
country, for miles, along the river, is extremely rich, yielding immense quantities 
of corn. 

Walker's Bend, 18 miles below. This m simply a large bend of the 
river, so named by the boatmen. 

Little Prairie, 7 miles below, in New Madrid eo.. Mo. Population 500. 
. This is the point where, it is thought, was the center of the vibrations of the 
great earthquake. 

Keedham's Cut -off, 24 miles below. These cut-offis are channels formed 
by the current, in the circular bends of the river. The floods are constantly 
washing away the banks, thus opening new channels for the current. These 
frequent changes, in the channel, render the navigation of the river quite 
intricate. 

Obion Biyer, rises in West Tennessee and flows south-west into the Mis- 
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iinippi, just above Needham's Cai-off— its whole len^k is estimated at 150 
miles. It is nayigable for 60 miles. 

Hale's Pointy at the lower side of Needham's Cut^. 

Bearfleld Landing, 2 miles below^ in Mississippi oo.^ Ark. 

Forked Beer Eiyer flows from West. Tentieesee, and enten &e Misosni^ 
4 miles below Bearfield, It is naTii^aUe for keel boats, some IM miles, to 
Jackson. 

Ashport, Lauderdale co., Tenn., 2 mi]^ below, ^iiear tbe lower end of the 
Canadian Reftch. It has several warebonaes and a steam saw-mill Papulation 200. 

Oseeola, 12 miles below, counter seal of Mississippi co., Ark., is a smaA 
village, just at the head of Plttm Point Bdrt. 

Plum Point.— This is ono of the most difficult places to wkaa on the 
Mississippi. From the frequent ohanffes in. the channel, bars hav0 been thrown 
npi in which aiar^^ amott&t of drift has beicome imbedded, rendering navigatioa 
very difficult. Qmte a number of of boats have been lost her». 

1st ChiekMavr Bluff, 6 miles below. These blqft, which art 4 in 
number, are m^relj ordinary banks, extending for a few ihiles along the river. 
The highest la elevated about 30 feet above high wat^ mark. After passing 
these banks, the ^untry bordering on the river is veisj^ low. f 

Fnlton, Landerdi^ mu^ Tenn., 4 miles below, on the lower extremity of the 
1st Chickasaw Bluff. It contains several warehouses, and a number of dwellings 
and has some tr^e in «otton. B is supported by a rich country. * Population 400. 

HatehM Biver enters the Missrssippi 10 miles below Fulton. It rises 
in Mississippi, and flows through Hardeman and Haywood counties, Tenn., and 
is the boundary line between Lauderdale and Tij^ton counties,^ Tenn. It is 
navigable to Bolivar, the oounly seat of Hardeman co., about 75 miles. 

Bandolph, Tipton co., Tenn.^at the mouth of the Hatchee river, near the 
head of the 2d Chickasaw bluff. L^rge quantities of cotton are shipped from 
this plaoe. 

Pecan Point, 10 miles below, in Mississippi co.. Ark. 

3rd Chickasaw Blnff, 10 miles below. This bluff is separated from 
the main channel oC the. river by a slough, which is only^navigable in high stages 
of water. 

Oreenoek, Crittenden oo.. Ark., 27 miles below is a small village. Popo^ 
lation about 200. 

Monnd City, 12 miles below, is same eo. 

Wolf Kiver rises in the northern part of the State ft Mississipjn, and flows 
in a westerly direction till it. joins the Mississippi )ust aVove Memphu. Itisnol 
navigable. ' 

Memphis, 8 miles below Mentid oi^, in Shelby co., Tenn., is beautifully 
ntuated on the 4th Chickas^iw Bluff, just beloWi the mouth of Wolf riv«r. 
This spot was formerly the site of Fort Assumptii^n^ used for the purpose of 
protecting the country agaifist Ule Chickagaws, tp chaktise whom a Frencn army 
of nearly 4000, white, mi, and black, were gathered here. They remained in a 
state of inactivity, from th» summer of 1789 to the spn^g of 1740, during which 
time, hundreds of them sickened and died, when in March of the last named 
year, peace was concluded. The bluff, on which Memphis stands, is 30 feet 
above tbe highest floods, and its base is washed by the river, for a distance of 3 
miles, while a bed" af sand-stone, the only known stratum of rocks below the 
Ohio, juts into th^ atream and forms a convenient landing. From the Ohio to 
Vioksburgh, »<lis|ftnce of 600 miles, it is the only site for a commercial mart, on 
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cither nde of tbe Mianssippi. The heaatifal nt^tion of Hevphis, and iif een-. 
Bection with a fine oountry, together with the great distance from any other 

Kint on the rirer, where a large oitj oan he hoilt, give it superior adyantagea. 
tmense quantities c^ cotton ace grown in the interior country, and this is the 
principal mart and shipping point for it. 120,000 bales are annually shipped 
from this plaee. It oontains 6 or 7 ohnrcbes, 2 medical schools, a number of 
private schools^ a lu|;e number of atores and extensive warehouses, 6 or 8 
printing offices, and 4 population of about 14,000. Memphis is the western 
terminus of the Memphis & OharIest<n| Raihroad. 

Fickering, 2 miles beUw, in same co., contuns several large commissioo 
houses. It has an exeellent bmding. 
Orayson, Crittenden eo.. Ark., 6 miles below. 
Horfolk, 2 aiiles below, in De Soto co., Miss., « a small village. 
Blue's Fointi^ 18 miles below^ in Crittenden co., Ark. 
Commeree, De Soto co., Mias., 2 miles below, is a small village. 

Austin, county feat of Tunica oo., Miss., 6 ndes below, is a flourishing 
town. Population about 800. 

St. Fran^ Biyar enters the Mississippi from Arkansas, 20 miles below 
Austin. It rises in Missouri, and flows almost parallel with the Mississippi for a 
great distance, and drains the lakes and cypress swamps along its course. Its 
whole length is about 450 miles, and for 150 miles' it is navigable at some sea- 
sons of the year. 

Sterling, Phillips co., Arkansas^ is a small trading post, at the mouth of 
the St. Francis river. 

Helena, county seat <tf Phillips co., Ark., 10 miles below, is a flourishing 
town. It contains a conrt-house, a Jail, a U. S. land office, and several printing 
offices. In the summer of 1852, Helena was nearly destroyed by fire. Popuk> 
tion about 500. There is a very handsome range of hilb immediately back d 
it— the only ones seen along the river for some distance. Considerable cotton, 
brought down the St Frificis ilver, and from the interior country, is shipped 
from this place. 

Tazoo Pass or B.ayoa, 8 miles below, in Koahoma co., coifnects the Mis- 
sissippi river with the Yaloo river at this point, enabling flat-boats to pass through 
an immense section of fertile country, on the latter river, a distance of nearly 300 
miles. Extensive cotton plantations are all along the course of the Yazoo. 

Be It a I capital of Kqahonui oo., Miss., on the lower side of the bayou, is a 
small village. 

Frier's Point, & miles l^low^ in same county. 

Horse-Shoe Ben4 and Cut-off, just below. This is a ki||e bend of 
the river, so called from its resemblance to a horse-shoe. A cut-off has been 
made across it. ' 

Old Town, Phillips CO., Ark., a miles below. 

Barney's, 10 miles below, in same, co. [ 

Coneordia, Bolivar co., Mis8.,^0 miles belowils a small vplage. 

Montgomery's Point, 10 miles below, in Desha oo.. Ark., i^ the landing 
place for goods destined to the White river country. 

Victoria, opposite, in Bolivar co., MJps., is also a landing poiat for the in- 
terior country. 

It wa9 near this point that the great De Soto first beheld the Mississippi, some* 
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where betwoem Heleqa and the month of White river. This expedition, erer 
memorable in the hia^rj of onr coaatiT,auled from Havana on the 12th of May, 
1589. After a voyage of two wetfks, the fleet landed in a small bay on the coast 
of Florida. Fired bj a thirst for goU, and ambitions to be the first discoyeren 
of the oonntrjr, they eagerly plunged into the wilds of Florida and began their 
search for goWi. The natives opposed them at e^ry step. In order to moke 
himself as secure as posublet De Soto idways coatrived to get possession of the 
chief of the country through which he was pajMing, whom he held a prisoneri as 
security for die good conduct of his people. After wandering about for m<»e 
than 2 years, through a populous and hostile country, he at length reached the Mis- 
sissippi. He crossed the river and wandered about Arkansas, in the neighbor* 
hood of White river. Provisions failing, and suffering from the coldness of the 
winter, he again directed his course toward the Mississippi, which he reached 
about 20 miles below the mouth of the Arkansas river. The fatigues and disap- 
pointments of the expedition began to weigh so heavily on his mind, that they 
Drought on a fever, which soon terminated his existence. He died at the age of 
42, a stranger i^ a strange l^nd. 

White BiTer enters the Mississippi from Arkansas, 4 miles below Victoria. 
(See page 79.) 

Arkansai BiTer empties into the Mississ^j^ 16 miles below the mouth 
of White river. (See page 80.) 

Hapoleoni just below the mouth of Arkansas river, in Desha to., Ark., is 
the depot and landing place for gpods destined for, aQd produce brought down, 
that river. The U. S. Government has established a marine hospital here. Pop- 
ulation about 1100. 

BoliYia, capital of Bolivar eo.. Miss., 13 miles below the mouth of Ar- 
kansas river, is a small place. 

Oainei* Landing, Chicot co.. Ark., 85 miles below. 

Columbia, 18 miles below, is the eounty seat of Chicot cc. Ark. It is a 
very pleasant place, containing a number of stores, a court-house, and a popu- 
lation of about 400. Here commences the K^eat c(^tton growing region, and the 
banks of the river are almost^ one succesabn of plantations. Just below this 
commences the growth of the Spanish moss. 

Point Chicot, 4 miles below, in Ark., was formerly the county seat t>f 
Chicot CO. 

OreanYille, 4 miles below, county seat of Washhigton co.. Miss., is a small 
village. Population about 300. ^ 

Worthington Landing, 28 miles below in Washington co., Miss. 

Grand Lake Landing, 6 mifoe below, in Chicot co., Ark. Grand Laks 
is a sl^ort distance back of the landing. - 

Princeton, county seat of Washingtonv co., Miss., 4 miles below, is a 
bunding point for the plantations in the nei^borhood of Lake Washington, 6 
miles in the interior. It is .a small village. Population about 800. 

Bunehe*i Bend and Cut*off is 10 miles below Princeton. This cut-off 
runs through a swamp, and is but a few miles across; while the main channel 
€owB round a circular bend of nearly 18 miles. 

ProTidence, 19 miles below, capital of Carroll papsh, La., is a very hand- 
some village, and has considerable trade in shipping cotton and^Bupplying the 
planters in the interior. Population about 350, Ju^t back of the town is the 
lake, from which it derives its name, on the banks c/ which there ai^ a number 
of fine cotton plantations. On the opposite side of the nver, is a tiry large^ 
fine plantation, with a number of houses and iiegro <{Usrtem, gi^g it tbo 
appearance of a town. 
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TallaluUy cental! of Tsittqiteiia co., Mute., 5 miles below, b a small 
plsoe. Population about 250. 

TompkinSYille^ 10 miles below, in Carroll parish, La., is a neat little 
place, ezteoding for some distauce along the river, and containing the readenoes 
of a number of wealthy planters. 

Brunswick Latidiftg, 14 miles below, in Issaquena co.. Miss. 

Campbells¥lll«, 10 miles below, in OarroU parish, La. 

MillikinsYille, La., 2 miles below, is a large settlement of planters, with 
manj fine residences. ] 

Toung's Pointy 6 miles below, in Madison parish, La. 

Taioo BiYOr enters tlie' Mississippi, from the State of that name, nearlj 
opposite Young's PoinU (See page 81.) 

Walnut Hills, 10 miles below the n^outh of Yazoo rirer, in Warren co.. 
Miss., extend along the river for about 2 miles. They rise to the height of near 
500 feet, and display the finest scenery on the lower Mississippi. They are under a 
state of high cuitiyation, which renckrs them very attracti\i in their appearance. 

Vicksburgh, 2 miles below, capital of Warren co.. Miss., is built on a hill, 
the highest point of which is nearly 300 feet abore the riif^r. It was settled in 
1824 by Neivitt Yick, Esq., and became a city in 1836. l|iis City is the depot of 
all the Yazoo country. The soil is exceedingly fertile, pnbducing abundant crops 
of grain, cotton and to)m6co. Abont 100,00(^ bales of cotton are annually ship- 

rl from Yicksburgji la New Orleans.. . It contains a couii-house, 5 or 6 churches, 
academies, a theater, and several public and private/ schools, and 3 printing 
offices. Populatioa about 4000. 

The city present^a fine view frooLiharivQr;. the loq^tion being high, and the 
houses built in terraces on the side of- the hill, gTve th^ whole a beautiful appear- 
ance. A railroad extends to Jaeks($n, the capital of the State, 46 miles in the in- 
terior. The Mississippi river- is'SOttie BOO feet deep m^ ^his point. 

Warranto wn, 10 miles below, in Warren oo.. Miss., is a pleasant town. 
Popuktion about 300. 

Palmyra Settlement, 15 mi^s-below )n sapue county. 

■ew Carthage, Madison .parish, L2^,.itearly opposite, is a small village. 

Point Pleasant, 10 mUes below in Tensas parish. La. 

Big Black BiYer» rises in Choctaw co.. Miss., and after a course of about 
200 miles, enters the Mississij)pi 14 miles below PviatPleaeani. - It flows, mostlpr 
through a level and fertile region, chiefly occupied by cottop plantations. It is 
naviffable for some 60 miles. The point at which this river joins the Mississip^ 
is called Grand Qulf, and the town ^ \ ^ 

Grand Oulf, is situated 2 miles beUw, in Glaiborpe .cQ.,^Miss. It is Tory 
pleasantly situated, on an elevated bank,'and has Mnsiderable^'trade in cotton, 
and also in supplies for the x^ighborii^g jphintations. It contains 2 mr 3 churches, 
a town hall, a hospital, a theater, a cotton press, a steiUBk«aw^ and ^pst mill, and 
a population of about 1000. '^> 

Bayou Pierre empties into the Mississippi 10 miles beW. ' Keel-boats 
can ascend it as far as Port Gibson, which is a flourishing^erwn, 2S miles from its 
mouth. It is the county seat of Claiborne co.. Miss., ami contains a populatioa 
of about 1200. • / .' 

Bruinsburgh, Claiborne co.. Miss., is a small plaoe ai the montli of Bayoa 
Pierre. \ 

St Joseph, capital of Tensas parish, La., 6 miles belo^, is a smal^ village. 
It contains a court-house and a number of stores. PopulatW 200^ 
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Bodnejy Jefferson co., Miss., 4 miles belov, is a pleasant towD, eonidning % 
printing office, a number of stores and warehouses, population about 500. 

■atoheiy 41 miles below, capital of Adams qo., Miss., is built mostly on a 
kigh bluff, near 200 feet above the river, and is tbe largest town in the State. 
It was founded by D'IbervillQ' in 1700. That portion St the city on the mar- 
gin of the river is termed *< STatchez, undib thi Hill.'' Mbst of the heaTj 
mercantile business is done i^ this pt^ of 4he towQ. The upper town stan& 
on the bluff. From this point a fine view of the surrouncBog country can be ob- 
tained. As far as the eye can reach, along the marein of the river, it beholds 
rich and well-cultivated plantations ; wliile, beyond this^ mingling with the blue 
mists that float along the edge ^ the horizon, nothing can bo seen but a bound- 
less waste of deep and impenetrable swamps. The sU'e^ are generally regular 
and broad. In 1840, a severe tornado swept over thii «ity and destroyed a hrga 
amount of property. This city is one of the principal' catton ports on the Missia- 
sippi ; the streets are often rendered impassible by the piles ^ cotton bales waii- 
inff to be shipped. The city contains a large number of stores, 6 or 6 churches, 
4 banks, a hospital, an orphan asylum, several seminaries and public schools, a 
Masonic hall, a number of eteam mills, and 4 or 5 printing offices. 

Natohes carries on an extensive inland and foreign trade: many hum vessels 
come up to the town, rec^ve their freight, and sail to foreign ports. There ara 
several large founderies Itere, which are extensively engaged in making engines, 
ootton presses, and sugf^ mills. Popi^Ution, about 7000. 

IVIb^rville, whose n|me occupies a large space in the earjy'liistory of o|ir coun- 
try, and especially in those events which tn^n^ired on the lower Mississippi^ was 
no ordinary man. No where did he di^ay himself to more advantage, tnan in 
the discovery of the mouth of the Mississippi, the last graat act in his event»> 
ful life. £fe set sail for the Mississippi on the .17^ of October, 1698, with 2 
frigates, 2 small vessels, and about 200 settlers. On the 2d of March thejr suo* 
oeeded in entering this mighty river in two small barges ;,^ey probablv pro- 
ceeded as far as the mouth of Red river, and tjien return^, by way of the bajou 
which bears his name, and Lakes Pontchartrain and Ma^irepas, to At. Louis bay. 
After building i fort; and leaving his two brothers in command; he sailed for 
France. 

In December, 1699, IFIbeivtUe returned from Euro|»e, with new plans of eol> 
onixation. In company with .his brother, he ascended this great rivar for the par- 
pose of selecting a site for a town. When he arrived in the country of tha 
Natchez, the Great Sun, their principal chief, came out to welcome them. A 
high bluff, on which Natchez now stands, was selected, and called Itosalie, in 
honor of the Countess Pontchartrain. The fort, however, was not built till 1716, 
16 years after the selection of the site. Up to this time, no pernuinent settle- 
ment had been made at Natchez. The few traders and hunters who had taken 
up their abode among the Indians, did not attempt to forfi u settlement. But 
after the completion of the fort, the tide of emigration poUred in so rapidly, that 
it soon became the most important place in Lonishnu^. 

Yidalia, CoOcordia parish. La., is a small pteco, opposite Natchez. It is 
the county seat, and oonWns a court-hause and printing office. 

Ellis* Cliffs is a high ridge on the east side of the Mississippi, 18 mOes 
below. They extend for several mileak along the river, and tend to relieve the 
eye of the low and monotonous scenery^ of th^ lower Mississippi. 

Vnion yoi9.t, Concordia parish, l4k., 8 ipiles below, is a small town. 

Eomoohitta JLiiix rises in the Stgteibf Mississippi, and flows west into 
the Mississippi rivi^r, 28 i^iles below. It is^ sma]l stream, and not navigable. 

Port AdamSj 10 miles beloW) in Wilkinson co., Miss., is a small village^ 
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and IB considered the pcMrt of WoodTille, a thrlyi^ ipwDy ft Bhori diatanoe in the 
interior. * 

Bed BiTOr 9 upper moutk, entera the MiBsi^ippi ll^nilea below Port Adama. 
(See page 81.) ;' 

Bed BiTer laland and Out-oft-^At the laoath of Red river, the main 
ohannel of the Mississippi anakes quite a Jong bend) levying a very narrow strip 
of land between. Captain Skrete, of the United Stat0is' Engineers, cut a channel 
across this bend, which, upon Hdmittihg the waters, 'soon became sufficientlj wide 
and deep to allow the largest IxMits to pass with ease. 

From this point, the waters ef the Mississippi no longer flow in one regular 
ohannel; but, separating into a number of branches or bayous, they wend theit 
way through lakes \nd swamps to the Gulf, in lines nearly parallel with the 
parent stream, thus dividing jibe southern part of the State into a number of 
islands. The lar^st of these bayous is Atchapalaya, which leaves the river 8 
miles below Red nver, and pursues a sou thenK course tiB it falls into Atchafalaya 
bay on the Oulf coast At Piaquemine, 128 miles below, there is another bayouy 
which also connects with the Gulf. At DonaldsonviBe, 81 miles above New 
Orleans, the justly celebrated Bayou La Fourche coifmences. It can be C3m« 
pared to nothing but a beautiful ship canaL The. plai|tations along this bajoa 
are so numerous that they resemble one oontinitous town stretching from one 
extremity to the other. On the east, the principal outlet is the Iberville, which 
eommunicates with the Gulf, through Lakes Maurepasu Poikchartrain, and Borgne. 
The land included between these bayous is called the ddta of the Mississippi 
This land is frequently inundated, and amounts to several thousand square 
miles. To prevent these overflows as much as possible, embankments have been 
thrown up along the river, called the hvee. On the east side, the levee oom- 
mences about 60 miles above New Orleans, and extends for near 130 ; on the 
west side it begins at Point Coupee, 172 miles above New Orleans. From this 
point down to New Orleans, the river is lined with beautiful plantations, upon 
which are many fine and costly residences. ' The whole has the appearance of a 
town, extending along the margin of the river. 

Bed BiTor Landing, Point Coupee parish; La., 6 miles below; is a small 
place, where those going up Red ri,ver usually stop/ r ' 

Baccourci Bend and Cut-off, 4 miles below. The cut-off here, was 
made in 1848, by order of the State. The distance by the >main channel is 
about 26 miles — by the cut-off it. is only about half a i^. The width of the 
channel is 400 yards, and sufficiently deep to admit the lar^st boats. 

Tunica Bend is a large bend 6 miles below. Island namber 122 is in the 
the lower part of this b^d. 

Bayou Sara, West FeUciana parish. La., 24 miles below, isn flourishing Umikf 
and a shipping point of large quantities of ootton. The country through which 
the bayou, of same name, passes, is rioh, thickly settled, and und^r a high atata 
of cultivation. • 

St. FrancisTille, capital of West FelieiawL parish. La., just below bayo« 
Sara, is a pleasant pIace„beiQg built mostly on a hill, about 1 mile from the riven 
It is connected with Woodville, a distance of 26 miles, by a Railroad. The 
portion of the town on the hill is well buil^ and contftins several fine houaeii. 
Along the margin of the rivei\ there are 4 number of extensive warehouaeii 
from which a large amount of cotton is annually -shipped. Population 500. 

Point Coupee, capital of Point Coupee parish, lia., is opposite St. Fran* 
eisville. It is a settlement of wealthy planters, mostly |*rench, and extends 
several miles along the river. At this placfc the. ^and Mevee or embankment 
commences. The tendency of the lower Mississippi to seek new channefai (0 
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'the Gul^ has been apparent for a long time. The cut-offs ihat have been mad« 
AboTe, though they have shortened the distance scTeral milts, hafe, by giving the 
water a more direct course, greatly increined its rapidity^ volume, and pressors 
against its banks. This is no doubt the cause of Che crevAst/, which has often 
been the means of destroying entire plantations, ^ad buryktg villages in wmter» 
The land on the river from this point to the fivit, is, with few ezceptionS| below 
the surface of the water, e^sflr ai its evdlttaryt siage. 

Waterloo, Point Coupee parish, La«, 6 miles ]keIow, at the outlet of Falie 
river. It is a handsome settlement, surroundad by riah and beautiful plantations. 
Population about 300. 

Thompson's Creek, enters the Mississippi from ^ east a short distance 
above Port Hudson. Jackson, East Feliciana parishylta., is situated on the east 
side of Thompson's creek, about 12 i^iles from St. FratroisTiUe. It is the seat 
of Louisiana College, founded in 1826^ which has an able faculty, and ab<iut 2000 
volumes in its libraries. 

Port Hudson, 6 miles below Waterloo, in East Feliciana parish. La., <m 
White Cliffs, is a place of considerable business, larg^ amounts of cotton and 
sugar are annually shipped from here. ; It is at the terminua of the^OIinton mnA 
Port Hudson Railroad. Population about 300. - - '^ 

Thomas' Point, is situated in api acute iend of the river, 13 miks below. 

Baton Bouge, 12 miles below, isithe capitiU of Louiaiana, and seat of jna* 
tice of Baton Kouge parish. It is pleasantly sitliated on the. last bluff that is 
seen, in descending the river. The sitf is 30 or 40 feet, above' the highest OTer» 
low of the river. The bluff rises by a gentle and gradu^ s}^e(, and the towBy 
as seen from the river, in the months when the weat e st verduifb prevails, rising 
so regularly and beautifully from th^ banks, wim its sin^a/y shaped French 
and Spanish houses, and its green squares, looks like a finely painted landscape. It 
is one of the most beautiful and pleasantlj^^tuated places ouihe lower Mississipjn* 

From Baton Kouge to New Orleans, the "** coast,'' as ii is ootled, is lined with 
as fine plantations as there are in the Sou|{i. Every spot^ susceptible of cultiva- 
tion, is transformed into a beautiful garden, CotKaining specimens of ill fhose 
choice fruits and flowers which flourish only in tropigS^ciimes* From the espla- 
nade, the prospect is delightful, commanding a great extent of the coast, with 
its handsome houses? apd ridi eultivation, and an extensive view df the back coun- 
try at the east. 

Baton Rouge contains^ a fine State-house, a court-house, penitentiary, Baton 
Bouge College, 4 or 5 churches, an extensive U. £Larsenal and barracks, 2 or Z 

;rinting offices, 2 academies and a number of schools. Populatipn about 5000. 
'he penitentiary is a fine brick building, 320 feetlong^ liiree stories high, and 
contains 240 cells for convicts. B&Up. Bouge; College nas 4 professors, and a 
library of 10,000 volumes. 
West Baton Bouge, is a small place on the opposite side of the river. 
Manchac, 15 miles below, in East Baton Bpuge parish. La., is a small 
place at tbe mouth of Bayou Manchac. ' 

Manchac Bayom leaves, the Mississippi at lihispoint. About 20 miles from 
the river it is oonnected with the Amite river, apd by means of Lakes Maurepas, 
Pontchartrain and Bc^^ne, openft a comniumcation with the Oulf. 

Bayou Fla^uemin^, 8 miles belO\^, a&rds the best communication to 
the rich settlements of Attakapas and Opetou^as. It is navigable for small ves- 
sels for some miles in the int€friQr;^and its -bai^s are lined with splendid sugar 
and cotton plantati^ins. \ - ' 

Flaquemine, just below, is a pleasant town. Considerable trade with the 
surrounding plantationi is caxried on here. It contains a population of about 600c 
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IberTille, 10 miles below, capital of Iberville parish.^ 
Bayou Ooule, in same parish, ^0 miles below, is a j^all plaoe. 

Bayou La Fourche, 14 miles below, leaves the ifississippi at Donaldson* 
ville, and flows in a dKfeot Hne to the Qulf. It is very thifekly settled on both sides, 
by some of the richest planters in the State. It is navjgable daring most of ths 
year for a distance of 60 miles. 

Donaldsonville^ capital of Ascension parish, La., is just below Bayou La 
Fourche. It was formerly the capital of the State. * It is pleasantly situated, and 
's a place of considerably trade and wealth. Population about 1000. 

Jefferson College, founded in 1881, u a/thriving institution, 16 miles 
below, in St. James parish. 

Bonnet Carre, 24 miles below/ is the capital of St. J(^n the Baptist 
parish, La. 

Bed Church, 16 m?es below, in St. John the Baptist parish, La. 

Carrollton, 19 miles below, in Jefferson parish. La., is a flourishing town, 
7 miles above New Orleans, with which it is connected by a Kailroad that runs 
to the center of the city. The OarroUtan Gardens are much admired by all 
who visit them. They are public, and laid out with great, tast^. Here, amon^ 
beautiful flowers, thick shrubbery, and finely laid out walks and arbors, and 
umbrageous branches ot ereen trees filled with innumerable t^rtght-plumaged 
and melodious singing birps of the South, one may spend a day, almost oblivious 
of the near vicinity of that great city, with its thousands of inhabitants, gathered 
from all countries under the sun. The population of Garrolltpn is about 1000. 

Lafayette City, 5 miles below, is but a continuation of New Orleans. The 
Bailroad leading from New Orleans to Carrollton, passes througb it. A steam 
ferry is constantly running from this to the opposite shore,, and another to New 
Orleans. Most of the flat-boats, bound for New Orleans, Iwd at Lafayette. 
Population about 5000. 
■ew Orleans, 2 miles below^ in Orleanr^rish, La., is situated on the Missis* 

sippi river, near the soutb> 
em extremity of the Mis- 
sissippi valley, in 29^ 
57' north latitude and 90"* 
7' west longitude. It is 
the great commercial cap* 
ital of the South, and is, 
by the river, about 100 
miles from the Qulf. New 
viw ouiAvi npM TBI Mugnnm. Orleans U'the seat of jus- 

tice for Orleans parish. This city is built on a strip of low marshy land lying be- 
tween Lake Pontchartrain atid the Mississippi river, and on the convex shore of 
a large bend, which resembles a crescent, or new moon, for which reason it is 
often called the Orescent Oity, The ground gradually falls back toward the lake, 
and in no part of the city, is it sufficiently elevated to throw the waste water 
into the river. In timfe of heavy rains many of the streets are flooded with water. 
On the opposite side of the river is th& town of Algiers. This place is exten* 
sively engaged in ship building ; it oontains several large ship yards, which em» 
ploy a great number of hands. 

New Orleans has, probably, twice as much boat navigation above it, as any 
other city on the globe. By means of the basin, the ca&al, and the Bayou Si 
John, it communicates with Lake Ponchartrain, wfth the Flprida shore, with 
Mobile, Pensacola, and the whole Oulf ijhore. It also communicates, by means 
of the bayous Plaquemine and La Fourclie, with the Attakapas oounUy, and hsi 
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many other cammunioatkms, bj mains of the nnmerooB bayous and lakes, witk 
the lower parts of .Louisiana. Its wharres may be seen, at all seasons of th« 
year, lined with all kinds of craft, rough flat-boats, which have traveled from the 
Alleghanies, with lumber, or from further west, with provisions) &o.; steamers, 
from the hundred navigable rivers, which ^w into the Mississippi ; ships and 
other sea vessels from all quarters of the globe, here meet, to knd the productions 
of all climes, and bring together the inhabitants of all countries, colors, and 
languages. The greater part of the business is transacted between October and 
June. During the summer, the city is generally unhealthy, and is visited by 
that scourge, the Yellow Fever. During the winter and spring, the climate is 
generally reputed healthy, and thousands flock here from all quarters of the 
world — some for health, others for pleasure, and still more in connection with the 
immense business of all kinds which is here transacted. The Oarondelet, or old 
canal, i;^ns in a line with Orleans street, the center street of the city, to Bayou 
8t John. This canal is about 1 miles long, and from 25 to 90 feet in width, and 
from 4 to 7 feet in depth. The basin is in the center of the city, near the Catho- 
lic Cemetery. It is about 5 miles from the canal, down the bayou, to its junction 
with Luke Pontchartrain, where there is a large dam about | of a mile in extent; 
at the extremity, there is i^ light house. There is another Okinal running through 
the city to the lake, which does a huge amount of buunefs. The New Orleans 
and La Fourche Canal extends through Algiers to Bayou 'La Fourche, a distance- 
of 85 miles. This is a very impoftant work, as it briugf in communication with 
New Orleans, some of the richest agricultural portions of the State. There are 
4 railroads in this city : the Orleans and Carrollton Railroad, which runs to Car* 
rollton, a distance of 7 miles ; the New Orleans Street Kailroad, which starts near 
the river, in the lower part of the city, and extends to Lake Pontchartrain, a dis- 
tance of 6 miles. The third is the Alexican Gulf Railway, which starts oflf at 
right angles from the Pontchartrain road, at the comer of the Elysian Fields 
and Good Children streets, and runs eastward to Proctorsville, on L^ke Borgne, 
a distance of 27 miles. The 4th is to Jackson, Miss. The Shell Road is the pride 
^ New Orleans. It extends to the lake. This road is made of small, whits 
•ea-shells, which soon become broken and cemented together. The cemeieriei 
of New Orleans attract much notice. There are several, which are laid out ii 
a handsome manner, the most celebrated ictre the '^ French Cemetery y* in the city, 
and << Cypress Grove Cemetery,'' about 3 miles otit on the Shell Road, leading to 
Lake Puuchartrain. The taste and elegance disphiyed in many of the vaults, 
and the constant attention manifested, to show respect for the memory oi de^ 
parted friends, are truly gratifying to the finer feelings of our nature. On ae- 
count of the marshy state of the soil, it is impossible to dig graves, as a fool 
below the surface, they would be filled with water. To obviate this, the tombs 
are built entirely above ground, and well cemented, with apertures lust L^ge 
enough for a single coffin, and rising up, in many instances, to the height oi 
8 or 4 tiers. The walks between the vaults are covered with beautiful white shellsi 
from the sea beach ] and aloqg the edges ,may be found a^ost every variety of 
shnibbery and flowers, which grow so luxuriantly in the so^th.* These cemete- 
ries are free to all visitors. * 

Public Buildings. — The St. Charles' Hotel is one of ^^e finest buildings in 
the city. It was erected at a cost of nearly $600,000. The Verandah, at the 
corner of St. Charles and Common streets, is another fine building. The Munici- 
pal Hall is a beautiful marble edifice. The St. Louis Botel isa beautiful and 
costly structure. The Custom House is one of the largest buildings of the kind 
in the Union; it is built of New Ennknd granite. The United States Branch 
Mint is a large edifice of the Ionic order, 282 feet long and 168 feet deep. The 
Catholic Cathedral is also a krge and splendid building. The Odd Fellows' Hall 
is a fine and extensive building, also the Merchants' Exchange Many of the 
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ehorclies are oosUj and splendid edifices, of wHich the citj contains between 40 
and 50 of the yarioos denominations, and Aev^ral Jewish synagogues. The 
markets also deserve attention. They are condtctod o^ a different plan from those 
of most of oar Western cities. There are stands ere<^ted along the sides of the 
market-house for the sale of coffee, chocolate, oakes, ptes^ dec. These are th« 
boarding places of hundreds of people who wander about without any fixed place 
of residence. The city contains several public souares, which are ornamented 
with fine trees and shrubbery. There are 4 or 5 theaters here, — ^the St. Charles, 
the Orleans, the American, and others. The Unif ersitj of Ijouisiana was founded 
in 1835; and has an elegant building at the comer of €ommon and Philippe 
streets. There are departnaentb of medicine, law, political economy, and com- 
merce, with able professors in each. New Orleans has a large number of exoel- 
lent public schools, in which about 16,000 children annually receive instruction. 

The benevolent institutioAS in New Orleans are numerous and extensive | 
amonff them may be mentioted the Charity Hospital, the U. S. Naval Hospital, 
9tone s Hospital, the Franklin Infirmary. ^ 

The city contains about 25 printing offices, some of them on an extensive scale, 
issuinff daily and weekly papers wi^ a large ciroulatioD, several of them in the 
French language. 

The Commerce of New Orleans is very large, extending to nearly all quarters 
ef . the globe. The article of greatest value is oottbn, but immense quantities ^ 
other produce are annually shipped — ^fiour, sugar, pwk, tobacco, hemp, and 
numerous other articles from all the north-western and south-western States. 
There are 9 or 10 well managed banks here, with a heavy capital 

The popuktion in 1850 was 126,000, in 1853, 145,000. It is now estimated, 
during the business season, at about 170,000, including Lafayette. 

In 1718 (Louisiana then beiuff under the dominion of the French), colonists 
were sent from Europe, who laid out New Orleans ^ith great ceremony. This 
colony was under the direction of John Law, the noted financier. The Missis- 
sippi company, under Law, received thdr diarter in 1717, and it granted them 
the exclusive right ^ trading in the Mississippi country, for 25 years, with the 
monopoly of ^he Canada beaver trade. In 171Si, the monopoly of trading in 
tobacco was alsp granted -them. In 1719, the exclusive right of trading in Ama 
and the East Iridite, «Dd, soon after, the farming etf the public revenue, togethw 
with the extension of all these Tigh.ts to the year 1770~-and, also, the exclusive 
right of coifldng for 9 ytors. They also had the grant, formerly given to Crosat, 
but resign()dl>y Him, of an exclusive monopoly of Louisiana, for 15 years, and 
the absolute ownenhi]^ of whatever mines mijght be opened, for this was, in &ct, 
the great object of kll the explorers of the Mississippi country; They relied, not 
BO much on the fertility o^ the soil, as the immense wealth that would be realised 
from the rich minea of {^rdcious metals, which they hoped 10 find. In 1717, about 
2000 subjects of thd W^st^m Du(»hy,embarked from EiA'ope, under the direction 
^ the company, ik 1720, the Company bailed, and the Germans, thus deserted, 
dispersed into difiTetbat portions 'Of the country. 'Large suiks were advanced bj 
the crpwn to nphqld th& comuany, and muoh expended for military protection 

r*nst the Xpdians. But all failed to keep it. up. In 1731, "the government 
ined a judgment agsdnst^them, of twenty millions of francs, V> bancel which, 
the entire property and privileges w^re re-conveyed. In 1721, thi Council Ge&<- 
eral was removed frbm biloxi to New Orleans ^ / , 

In 1759, Great Britain had ovter-nm most of Ihe province of l/ew France, and 
obtained possession of Quebec, Ticonderoga, Crown Point and Niagara. During 
this war, Spain had formed a feroily coinpactwitb France,mnd taken sides against 
England. In 1762^'ho3tili^s ceased between the three powers, and peace was 
restored by the nvtifieation of the treaty of Pans, dated February 10, 176S. 
By this treaty, England obtained possession of Canada and all the posts along the 
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8t Lftwrenee. France also ceded to ber all that portion of Lourianii exiending 
from the source of the Mississippi, on the easi side, to the mouth of the Bajou 
Iherville; thence along the bajuo, to Lake Maurepas; tfaeneei along the center of 
the lakes, to the Gulf of Mexico, including; the port and river of Mobile. The 
navigation of the Mississippi was to remain forever free to both powers. At the 
same time, the French King formed a secret treaty with Spain, by which he 
agreed to deliver to the Spanish government the remainder of Louisiana, including 
the Island of New Odeans. Two or three years elapjied before Spain took posses^ 
sion of this valuable- territory. The French population were very much dissatisfied 
at the change; and, in order to prevent an outbreak, it was deemed necessary to 
keep a Urge military foroe constantly at New Orleans. Tbe law^of Spain were very 
despotic and unpopular* Morales, the intendant, knowing that Spain could not lon2 
maintain her position on the Mississippi, determined to exercise his vindictive &e£ 
ings against the Americans, by denying them the right to deposit goods and product 
in New Orieansi This act so completely aroused the people of the western 
States, that it was with great difficulty that the general government was able to 
restrain them from the conquest of the country. This suspension of trade brought 
the people of New Orleaiyi on the verge of famine. Accordingly, to modify the 
evil, without fully remoWog the cause, Morales issued an order, that Western 
peonle might have thCi privilege of sending tour into the territonri provided they 
paid a duty o{ nxper ecnt. ad valorum, and shipped it in Spanish velseb. Bui 
the Americans respecfuliy declined to avail thgfuselves of the privi{eges of this 
order. The King, however, so far revoked the acts of Moraler, as 'to again re- 
store, in 1795, for three years, the free navigation of the river, and the right to 
deposit at New Orleans, which continued till 18^* 

After the overthrow of the Bourbon dynasty, the King of Spain formed a secret 
treaty with the First Consul, Oct. 1, 1800, by which he agreed to deliver within 
six months, the province of Louisiana to tbe French authorities. In consideration 
of this act of Spanish generosity, the French established on the throne of Tuscany, 
the Prince of Parma, son*in-law of the King of Spain. Napoleon new began to 
make extensive preparations to extend his authority over this rich and valuable 
territory. A large fleet and an army of 25,000 men were soon ready to sail for 
the Mississippi. After spendiog a year in the yarious ports of Holland, continu- 
ally watched by the English, Napoleon determined to abandon the enterprise, and 
transfer, if possible, the territory to the United States. Near the close of the 
Tear 1802, he directed his minister, H. Talleyrand, to open negotiations with 
Mr. Livingston, United States Minister at Paris. While U^is correspondence was 
going on, Mr. Jefferson, then President, deeming the possession of New Orleans 
and Florida of vast importanoe to the whole Union, sent over Mr. Monroe, with 
instructions to make some arrangement, if possible, for its purcha^. When Mr. 
Monroe arrived in Paris, he was somewhat surprised to find Napoleon so willing 
to part with Louisiana. The only thing then for the American Commissioners to 
arrange, was to fix tbe price to be paid. Napoleon wanted 125,000,000 francs; 
but the commissioners, thinking it by far to high, offered only 50,000,000. Alter 
some time spent in consideration, they ag^ed upon 80,000,000, deducting 
20,000,000 for spoliation upon our commerce. Their course was fully approved 
by the President and his cabinet, and confirmed by the Senate of the United 
States. On the 20th of Deocmber, 1803, the province of Louisiana was oflkially 
lelivered over to the constituted authorities of the United States.'*' 
^ The Spanish government were very much displeased at this transfer of Louisianai 
but finally, in 1804, became reeoociled. Spain, however, still retained possession 
of Florida till 1820, when it was purchased by the United States. Immediately 
after the United States obtained possession of Louisiana, it was formed into a 
territorial government. In 1811, the people were authorized by Congress to 
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•See American State Papers. Also, Martin's Louisiana. 
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form a State O(mi|titiition; and in 1812, Louisiana was admitted into the Unioiii 
with ftiU priyileges, as a^ sister State of this Great Western Republic. In 1812, 
war was declared between England and the United States, and the British Min« 
istry, resolved, if possible, to possess themselves of New Orleans, and thereby 
control the entire navigation, of the Mississippi. New Orleans was in imminent 
danger; the city was without defenses, and the Spaniards at Mobile and Pensa* 
oola, were ready to receive a British army with open arms. This state of things, 
was repeatedly urged upon the consideration of the President and his Cabinet, bat 
nothing was done, till the arrival of General Jackson, in the autumn of 1814. 

On the 12th of December, 1814, the British fleet made its appearance off Cat 
Island, near the entrance of Lake Borgne. Commodore Patterson dispatched a 
flotilla of 5 gun-boats, to observe the movements of the enemy, and check, if pos- 
sible, his advance. On the 14th, the boats were attacked by a superior force of 
48 barges, and 1200 men ; and, after a gallant struggle of one hour, they were 
overpowered and compelled to surrender. In this engagement, the Americans 
kNit but 6 killed and 35 wounded, while the Bjritisb l6ss could not have been less 
than 800 in killed and wounded. 

General Jackson, on reviewing the militia and defenses of the city, found il 
necessary to proclaim martial law, which no doubt saved the city, l^his measure 
was very much opposed at the time. Judge Hall tock upon himself the re^n- 
libility to impose upon the General, after the batUe, a fine of #1600, in 
consequence* of the suspension of the Jiaheas corpus a«t. The Judge under- 
took to interfere with the^ military arrests, and Jackson ordered him beyond 
the limits of the camp. This fine, which the General promptly paid from his own 
resources, was refunded by Congress with inCei^st, a short time befbro his death. 

On the 22d, a diviuon of the British army, under General Keane, succeeded 
in passing from Lake Borgne into Bayou Bienvenu. TheBritish, supposing them* 
■elves perfectly secure, concluded to encamp near the banks of the river. Hie 
American general determined to att^ok them in their new position. He ac- 
cordingly collected hb whole force, which was less than 2000, and marched 
to attack the English, who were nqi less than 8000 strong. The schooner Caro- 
line, and the Louisiana, were sent dpwn the river, with orders to commence the 
attack when the proper signal should be given. The action commenced at half- 
past seven in the evenings by a heavy diseharge of grape and canister, which 
was the first warning the enemy had of the approach of the' American army. 
Jackson commanded h^rQ in pesse^ ; and so complete was th^ surprise of the 
enemy, that hundreds were cut down, without even an opportunity of offer- 
ing any resistance. The British lost nearly 400, in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners. 

General Jackson fell back within 5 or 6 milea of the- e|]ty ; where he com- 
menced fortifying himself on a tiarrow strip pf land, lying between a \mr swamp 
and the river. The General determined to build a breastwork of cotton-bales and 
•arth, extending from the swamp to the river, a distance of nearly a mile. He 
accordingly ordered all the drays and wagons in the city, to haul the cotton from 
the warehouses; which or4ers th^y were compelled to obey, at the peril of their 
lives. The front of this cotton breastworic was protected by a deep ditch, filled 
with water. On the 28th, a skirmish occurred a short distance from the Ameri- 
can lines, which lasted several hours ; in this the English lost about 250, and 
the Americans only 7.* 

The British army thder Packingham, encamped near the American linei, 
waiting several dap for reinforcements. The Americans numbered 6000, 
Mid tl^ British ^,000. At length the anxious night of the 7th had passed away, 
and the dawn of |hel glorious 8th, had just shed its mellow light on the extended 

« #See Breckeuridge' Histofj of the War. 
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linef of ihe two repodng anniet. PaoVingluuBi after sending 800 of his neii 

i^QB^Lci under Colonel Thorton, 
' on the opposite side of 
the river, arranged the 
remainder of his armj 
into two divisions, of 60 
deep ; the righr under 
Oeneral Gibbs, and the 
kft under Qen. Kcane. 
The Eoglish moved 
slowlj to the attack; 
but when within a sh<Hrt 
distance, the batteries 
along the American lines 
opened upon them sueli 
a destructive fire, that 
their ranks were broken 
almost as fast as thej 
were closed up. But 
when they came within 
reach of the muskets, the 
wholo American line 
opened upon them such 
a discbarfe of musketry, 
that they soon retired in confusion from the field. PaA^r^ham was killed in front of 
his troops, endeavoring to encourage them by his preik'Qce. The officers succeeded 
in bringing the troops to a second attack, but this was even more disastrous 
than the first. Thev soon gaVe way, leaving more than 2 000 lying on the field, 
killed and wounded. Tha American loss was oniy 7 kHled and o wounded. 
The battle of New Orleans, one of the most important in the history of our 
oountry, was the cl96ing scene of the war of 1S12. 

Battle Oronnd, 6 miles below New Orleans. 

Ducro's Lan^ii|g, is 6 miles below. The Mexican \}\M lUilway hexa 

diverges and crosses, to Lake Borgne •. 

Fort St. Leon is on the Mississippi/ Smiles below. 

English Turn, is a bend in the river, opposite Fort St. Lren !*• is tha 
point where the English vessels,, sctit to explore and take posae^^i'^tv of the 
Mississippi, met the French, who informed them that they were in the <io«Qinioiis 
of his majesty, the King of France, and unless they retreated, the larp>3 force^ 
which they alleged was but a short distance up the river, would be breagkt 
against them. The English reluctantly turned, and sailed down the river. 

Forts St. Philip and Jaokson, are on opposite udes of the Missuivpyd^ 
&5 miles below English Turn. 

The Months of the Kississippi, 80 mi}es below. We have nrf 
arrived at the point where this mighty river, separating into a number of branches 
resembling a large hand with extended fingers, discharges its waters into the Guli 
The sediment which is annually deposited in ^e Gulf of Mexico, is about y}^ 
of the quantity of water by weight. 

The Northeast Pass, latitude 29** 7' N., Iind longitude 89** 10' W., is the prin* 
oipal pass. The word Balize, means > level. At the mouth of the pass, there ii 
a small settlement of pilots, known aa the Balize settlement. . The other passei^ 
are the Outlet Pass, the South-east, the^outh^ tha South-west, and the West 
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BOUTES ON THE GULP OF MEXICO* 
THE ALABAMA BIYEft 

Ig formed by the janotion of the TaUpooea and Coosa rf^n^ abovt 19 miles 
above Montgomery, Ala. The Talapooea takes its rise in Panjdu^ co., Qa., 
about 250 miles from its mouth. It is navigable aboat 40 mileSi for small 
steamers. The Coosa rises in Ckorgia^ also ; length som^ 350 miles, and navi* 
gable for small boats, about 175 miles from its junct^n with the Talapoosa. 

The Alabama is a very crocked stream, but is navigable at all seasons for the 
kreest class of boats, except in times of great droughty Its whole length is netr 
840 miles. The country tnrougb which it runs is exceedingly rich, occupied by 
extensive eotton plantations, and large tracts of valuabk timb^. It ent^n 
Mobile bay, at the city of Mobile, in lat. W 41'. 

Kontgomtry, capital of the State of Alabama, and county seat of Mont- 
ffomery co., is a thriving city, beautifully situated in a healthy and fertile region. 
It has an extensive trade, and fine facilities for reaching impcrltmt points in the 
surrounding country. The terminus of the Montgomery and Wes^ Point Railroad 
is hero. About 80,000 bales of cotton are annu^lf' shipped from Montgomery. 
Population about 7600. 

W ashington , 18 miles below, in Autauga co.^ is a smaH village. . 

Ldvrndesport^ 10 miles below, in same co. 

Vernoiy In same co., 8 miles below. 

Killer's Ferry, 9 miles below. 

Benton, Lowndes jco., 15 miles below, is a thriving town and has an active 
trade. Population about 500. 

Selma, 20 miles below, in Dallas co., is a nourishing town, situated in a 
populous and fertile region, and has a large business. It contains 3 (»r 4 
churches and a printing office. Population about 1600. T)^ terminus of the 
Alabama and Teainessee Railroad is here. ^ 

Cahawba, 16 miles below, is the county seat of Dallas cf , just below the 
mouth of Cahawba river, and a place of considerable trade. Itjcontailis the usual 
county buildings, several churches, 2 printing offices, and $ U. S.i land office. 
The Cahawba nver is navigable for small steamers about 100 <|ni|^. . It passes 
through the Alabama coal field. v. 

Elm Bluff, 5 miles below. t ; ^ 

Portland, 19 miles below, in Dallas c^ ,' ' i 

Bridgeport, 16 miles below. f ' 

Canton, Wilcox CO., 5 miles below. \ \ 

Prairie Bluff, 10 miles below, in same co. 
TTpper Peachtree Landing, 11 miles below. \ ^ 

Black Bluff Landing, 13 miles below. 
Lower Peachtree Landing, 5 miles below. ^.. 

BelTs Landing, Monroe co., 16 miles below, is a small village. 
Claiborne, 22 miles below, is the capital of Monroe co. 
Oosport, Clarke co., 7 miles below, is a small place. | 

Gainestown, 9 miles below, in same CO., is a landing place. ; 

French's Landing, 8 miles below. / [ 

James' Landing, 6 miles below. / 

Tonibigbee Biver, enters the Alabama 40 miles below. Tbnrirerft^ 
its rise in the north-eastem part of Mississippi, and is over 400 mil«i in Jkuff^Tli 
is navigable for nearly 800 miles from its mouth. It flows^ mostly, through~a 
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leyel, fertile country, much of which is occnmed by eoftoi| plantatkms. Then 
are muny important towns on the Tombigbee River, H ftw pi which are : FulUn^ 
Aherdemj and Columbus^ Miss., and Pkkeiuville, , Gain^iUe, and DemopoUif 
Ahibaiim. 

Fort St. Philip, 22 miles below the month of Tombigbee river. 

Kobile, capital of Mobile co., Ala., 22 miles below, at the month of the 
river, near its entrance into the bay of same name, 80 miles from the Galf of 
Mexico, and 167 miles from New Orleans. Lat. 30^ 41' north. It is the com- 
mercial capital of the State, and next to New Orleans, the greatest cotton market 
in the UuionT-nearly 600,000 bales have been exported in « single year. Tha 
situation is considered very healthy, being built on a plain that rises near 15 feet 
above tide water. The breezes from the sea reiider the atmosphere pure, which, 
together with the climate, make it the resort of a great number of invalids, from 
various parts of the world. The city is supplied with water brought from a 
neighboring hill, and distributed through the towu in jron pipes. Mobile contains 
a naval hospital, city hospital,. 3 or 4 banks, a t^ater, Burton Academy, several 
churches and 6 printing offices. • > 

About 2 miles from Mobile, is Spbinq Hill CoLtiox, incorporated in 1830. 

The Bay of Mobile, is the outlet of one of the most prolific cotton-growing 
regions in the South. 

Mobile is the terminus of the Ohio and Mobile Kailroad. Population of the 
city in 1850, 20,515— estimated now at about 25,000. 

Pensaoola, capital of Escambia eo., Florida, is situated on Pensacola bay, 
10 miles from the sea, and 64 miles east from Mobile. The town is built on a 
sandy plain, about 40 feet above the waters of the bay. It is regularly laid out, 
and coutsiins a court-house, custom-house, and 2 public squares. Population aboat 
2500. 8 miles below the city, there is a United States Navy Fard, which 
covers 80 acres of ground. 

THE 8ABIHE HITXS 
Takes its rise in Hunt co., Texas, and runs in a south-easterly direction, H 
the eastern boundary of the State, from which point it runs in a southerly course, 
being the boundary between Louisiana and Texas, and empties (through Sabine 
lake) iuto the Gulf of Mexico. Its whole length is ab<mt 500 miles. It ii 
shallow at its mouth, but is navigable, during high water, for small boats, for 
some distance. 

The principal towns on the Sabine river are Logantport, in De Soto parish. La. 
Hamilton^ below, in Shelby co., Texasw SahmeUmn^ Sabine co., Texas, (i 
shipping point for cotton, &o.) Belgrodej I^wton co., Texas. Salem, in aaaM 
CO. MadisaHf Jefferson co., Texas, (near the head of Sabine kke.) 

TIE SECHES SIVES 

Rises in Van Zandt co., Texas, and enters Sabine hike near its npper extremity 
It is navigable, for small steamers, about 100 miles, in high water. 

8 u mp tor is on the Neches river, in Trinity co., Texas. Woodville, below^ 
is the capital of Tyler co., Texas. Beaumont^ county seat of Jefferson co., Texas, 
and about 28 miles above the piouth of the Neches river. Immense numbers d 
cattle and hor>e8 range over the prairies in this part of Texas. 

Sabine City, is situated on the west side of the outlet of Sabine lake, 
about 6 miles from the Gulf of Mexico* in Jefferson co., Texas. 

THE tB^lVITT SITES 
Biscs in Cook co., Texas, in two branches — the West Fork aud Elm Forh^ 
which unite in Dallas co. Its course is south-easterly, and it empties inte 
Galvestou bay, near its upper tend. The Trinity is nearly 600 miles in lengthy 
and is navigable, during high w&tar, some 350 miles. It flows through a veiy 
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fertile region of conntrj, prododing oolton, c<im, sugar, and rice, in great almn- 
dance. A great varietj of timbier is found aloi^ its course. 

The principal towns on tb$ Trinitj are BirdUvilUj on the West fork, ift 
Tarrant co. Dallas, in Dallas oo., a short distance below the mouth of Elm fork. 
Buffalo^ Henderson co. Pine Slvff^udi Atahamq^ Leon co. Cincinnati^ Walkei 
00. SioartwoiU, Polk co. Smithjietd, in same co. Liber^, capital of ooun^ 
of same name. 

Anahuac, in Liberty co., is on the east side of Galveston baji oppo^te the 
mouth of Trinity river. 

THE SAJT JACINTO SIVES 
£§ a small stream which rises in Walker co., Texas, and empties into Gal* 
veston bay, about 25 miles^ north-east of Houston. It b navigable for 10 
or 12 miles. 

Ho as ton, capital of Harris co., ii situated on Buf^lo bayou, about 44 
miles from Galveston bay, at the bead of steamboat navigation. I^tfge quantitiei 
of cotton, com, and sugar are shipped from this pomt. Houston, contains 4 or & 
printing oflicos, an iron foundry, machine shop, agr. .Population about 6000. 

San Jacinto, on Buffido bayou, Harris co., Texas, near Galveston bay, it 
celebrated on account of an important battle fought here^is 1836, which resulted 
in the capture of Santa Anna and the independence of Texas. Lynchburg^ 
Harris co., on Buffalo bayou, opposite San Jacinto. 

Oalveyton, county seat of GalveN^on co.^ Teijui, is situated on the eaatoi 
end of Galveston Island, at the entrance to the baiy, in lat. 29^ IT' north, and 
nearly 450 miles from New Orleans. It is the most important city of the Statep 
and has a eood harbor, with sufficient depth of water t^ float all ordinary vesaeli. 
Galveston has an extensive and active trade^ It has 7 or 8 churches^ 4 printing 
officesi several large hotels and a population of about 7500. 

THE BSAZOS SIY^S 
Rises in the western part of Texas, and runs first easterly, then sonth-easterlv, 
and enters the Gulf of Mexico about 45 miles south-west of Galveston. Its whole 
length is between 900 and 1000 miles, and it id navigable during high water, some 
800 miles, the country along its course is generally very fertile, and produces 
large crops of cotton, sugar, and com. There arc extensive forests of red cedar 
and live oak on, some parts of its course. The lower part of ^e Bnuios flows 
through a level country, but sK^htiy elevated above the sea. 

The principal towns on this river are, Waco Village, McLennan co. NashmSe, 
below, in Milam co. Washington, Washington co. JSan FeMpe, Austin co. 
Richmond, capital of Fort Bend co. Columbia, Brajoria co. Velasco^ in same 
00., at the mouth of the Brazos. 

THE COLOBABO AIYEB 

Takes its rise in the north-western part of Texas, and ftfter a course of between 
800 and 900 miles, empties into Matagotda| bay. It is navigable for small 
steamers, during the rainy season, 200 or 8u0 n!Hles. The lower part <^ its 
course, like the Brazos, flows throus)i a rich Idluvial^ pj^ii; occupied by cotton, 
rice, corn, and sugar plantations.^' ! 

The principal towns on the Colorado arej Austin, caph<^l of the State, and 
county seat of Travis co. (Austin is deligb^fuUy situated ie a fine region of 
country, and is a flourishing cky. PopulaticA about 3500.) Bastrop, below, 
capital of Bastrop co. La Grange, Faydbte co. Columbus, county seat 
of Colorado co. Wharton, capital of Wiarton co. Preston, in same co. 
Matagorda, at tho'tuouth of Colorado river, jand on Matagorda bay, (this is a 
place of considerable business, population ab4ut 1500. There is a light^kouse 
at. this point) 



LATAOOA-'-yUJS^CE'&^STO GRAKBE BIVEBS. OS 

THE LAVACOA BIVEB 

Is a small stream, which rises in Lavacca co, Texas. It is navigable to 
Texana, Jackson co., about 20 miles. It empties into Lavacca baj. 

Port I<avacQa, capital oi Calhoun ca, Texas, on the west side <tf 
ILavauca bay. Indidnola, Calhoua oo., on the same side of Lavacca bay m 
Port lAvacca« 

La Saile, Calhoun co., Texas, on the south-west side of Matag(»da bay. 

Port OaTallo, in same oo., on a point of knd at the entranee of Mtata- 
gorda bay, about 33 miles west of Matagorda^ Salrnna, same eo., at the norUi- 
oasterB end of Matagorda island, and entrance to the bay. 

trSE OTJADTJLTJPE SITES 

Takes its rise in Bexar co.^ Texas, and after a course of between 200 and 
800 miles, enters the San Antonio some 15 miles from its mouth. The land on 
the course of this river is very rich. 

The most important towns on Guadulupe river are, SutermUe^ Comal co. 
New Brctun/elSf below capital of Comal co. Gonzcdeiy capital of Gtmzales cOt 
Clinton, capital of De Witt co. Victoria, capital of Victoria co. 

THE 8AK AHTOHIO SIYEB 
Rises in Bexar co., Texas, and enters Espirito Santo bay opposite Matagorda 
island. 

The prinoipa) towns on San Antonio river are CcutorvtlU, capital of Medina 
00. Helena, capital of Cames co. Ooliady capital of Goliad co. 

THE MIS8I0K BITES 

Is a small stream running through Kefugio co., Texas, into Aransas bay. 
Refugio, capital of county of same name, is situated a short distance above 
the mouth of the river. Lamar, and Copano, are small villages on Aransas 
bay, in Refugio eo. 

THE ASAHSAS SITES 
Is a small stream. It empties into the bay of same name. 

THE HTJEOES SITES 
Rises in the western part of Texas, and after a verv circuitous course of between 
850 and 400 miles, it empties into the Corpus Christi bay, in latitude 27° 30 
n(»rth. It is navigable for small steamers about 125 miles. 

SanPatrioo, in county of same name, on Nueces river. Baranca 
Blanca, below, in Nueces co. 

' €or]^ua Christi , capital of Nueces co., Texas, is situated at the mouth of 
Nueces river, on Corpus Christi bay. 

THE SIO GSAHOE 

Takes its rise in the Rocky Mountains, and, in its course, forms the boundary 
between Mexico and Texas. Its whole length is about 2000 miles. It enters 
tSie Gulf of Mexico in latitude 25^ north. It is mostly a shallow river, and 
navigation is greatlv obstructed by sand bars and rapids. It is navigable for 
SBiall steamers, in the highest stages of water, for about 400 miles. 

Some of the most important places on Rio Grande are, El Paso, Mexico, near 
fli5 north-western boundary of El Paso co., Texas. San Elazario, below, in 
El Paso CO. Fort Leaton, Presidio co., Texas. McKinney, McKinney co. 
Kxngibury*s Rapidsy in same co., (about 400 miles above the mouth of the 
xivcr ; stone coal is found a short distance above these rapids.) Pala/69 Webb 
CO. Fort Mcintosh, and Laredo, in same co. Alamo, Starr 00. Mier, in Mexico. 
Moma, in Starr co., Texas. Rio Grande cifyy capital of Starr co., (Population 
about 1000.) San Franciscoj in Mexico, (opposite Rio Grande city.) Edmhwrg^ 

5 
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in Hidalgo co.^ Texas. Seinom, Mexico* SaiUa Rtta, Mexico. MatamaraM, 
Mexico, 

BrpwnsYille) opposite Matamoras, is the county seat of Cameron co., Texas, 
and one of the most important towns in the State. It has a large trade with 
Mexico. Popnlation about 5000. An important battle iras fought here, in 1846, 
between the Mexican and U. 8. troops, in which the latter were victorious. 
Brownsville is situated about 38 miles above the mouth of the Rio Grande. 

Pol At Isabel, same co., iif situated oa the shore of Laguna del Madre, 
about 30 miles east of Brownsville. 

Vera Cruz, capital of the State of Vera Cruz, Mexico, is situated on the 
south-west shore of the Gulf of Mexico, in 19^ 12^ north latitude, and 96^ 9' west longi- 
tude, and has an average annual temperature of 77^. It is the principal seapcnrt of 
Kexioo, and is one of the oldest Spanish towns on the continent. The present city of 
Vera Cruz was founded b^ Count de Monterej, near the cl«se of the 16th >c«nturj, and is 
situated about 15 miles from the old town, planted in l5l9, b^ Cortes, who, guided by 
religious superstition, named it " La Villa Riga," or» The riih town of (he true Croee. 
Before approaching the city, the loftj peak of Oriiaba comes in view, with its cap of 
eternal snow, rearing its head far al>0Ye the region of the drifting clouds, which hover 
around its summit. 

The city is enclosed by walls, and the streets are wide, regular, well -paved, and lighted 
by 232 lamps. The houses are mostly two stories high, Vtth flat roofs, and built of sub- 
piarine stone, obtained from the sea-shore. The red and white cupolas, numerous towers, 
and battlements, present a beautiful appearance when viewed from the sea. The hicurbor is 
very insecure, on account of the rocky state of the coast and the severity of the gales, that 
prevail here during a large portion of the year. The 'public buildings consist of hospitals, 
churches, and convents, and a custom-house, all. reujiarkable for their size and sotiditj,. 
rather than for their architectural beauty. The climate of the city, owin^ to the rejected 
heat from the numerous sand hills without the walls, and the scarcity of water, is 
extremely uuhealtliy, especially to foreigners. It is, perhaps, more subject to yellow fever 
than any other place oh the coast. 

The country in the vicinity of Vera Oruz, produces every thing in abundance. 
Cattle roam in vast numbers over the plains^ which, when properly cultivated, yield 
annually two abundant crops of corn, ana tropical fruit of a superior quality. The table- 
lands vary so little in temperature, that thev will produce mosfe of the grains and fruits 
common to both temperate and torrid zones. 

Vera Cruz has been b^ieged and taken near ten timea— onee ^y a band of n>bber8— 
twice by the independent and ministerial troops — three or four times by the Spaniards — 
once by the French — and lastly by the Americans, under General Scott. The castle of 
San Juan deUlld^ commands the entrance of the harbor, and is. the most celebrated 
fortress in America. It was commenced in 1582, on a small island or bar, a little more than 
1000 yards distant from the town. The cost of this great work, whose foundations, buried 
deep in the sea, have resisted for near three centuries me lashing of its waves, and the fleets 
of t^e most powerful nations, is estimated at forty millions of dollars. The walls are from 
four to five yards in thickness. There are seven large cisterns within the casfle, which 
contain 93,767 cubic feet of water. Its full eauipment of artillery pieces is 367. 

The populaticm of Vera Cruz is 15,00.0, and its eommeroe, very extensive Most of the 
ffoods lor the interior pass through this place. It is connected with the city of Mexico, 
by an excellent road, along which, staees and merchandise are constantly passing. A 
regular communication is kept up. by &ea,i^itk the various United States and European 
ports. 

Chag^res and Panama, situated in the republic of New Grenada, on opposite 

sides of the Isthmus of Darien, are, from the great amount of travel to California, fast 
becoming important places. Chagres Is on the Chagres river, 7 miles from its mouth, 
ancl is the landing place of all those who are going to California, by way of the Isthmus. 
The Chagres river is navigable as far as Cruzos, which is but 15 miles from Panama.. 
The passage across the Isthmus, formerly performed on mules, was, durinic the rainy 
season, extremely difficult. It is now crossed by the Panama Railway, "^'he climata 
is very unhealthy, and few foreigners ^hink of remaining long in the place. 

Aspinwall, Navv Bay, near Chafes, is the terminus of the Aspinwall and Panama 
Railroad— across the Isthmus, 46 miles^-and the depot of steamers trom New York. 

Panama, on the Bay of Panama, Pacific coast, is a fortified town, havin|; considerablt 
trade. 

The population of Chagres is 2000, and oi Panama ^0.000. 

Being one of the regular stopping points of the Hew York, New Orleans, and Chagfcs 
Steamers, we here insert a short detcription of 



Hay an a, the capital of the island of Cuba, ii situated in the north-western 
part of the isUnd, in 2dP S' north latitude, and 8^0 23' west longitnd«. This city ha» 
vae of the most secure and commodious harbors in the world. Ut entrance is through a 
small channel, admitting but a single ship ; but within the basin it will,c(«ntain a thousand 
ships. The harbor is sheltered from the wind by the surrounding heights, and the chan- 
nel, which communicates with the sea, is eight or ten fathoms deep. On the hills opposite 
the city, th^e is a continuous row of forts, from whose outer parapet, elevated 15u feet. 
aboYa the level of the sea, a beautiful view of the city and its environs can be obtained. . 
These works are said to have cost forty millions of dollars. 

The greatest object of attraction in Havana, is the cathedral. It is built of coral rock, 
of a yellowish color, which ffives it'the appearance of great age. In this cathedral are 
deposited the remains of Columbus. His bones rest on the ri&^ht hapd of the altar, in a 
small recess in the wall. On the left hand side of the altar, hangs the painting which^ 
was the constant companion of Columbus during his eventful voyages. Columbus died 
at Valladolid, May 20, 1506, and his body was deposited in the Convent of 8t. Pran- 
ciseo. In 1513, his remains, and those of his son, were removed to Seville. In 1536/ 
they were removed to Hispaniola, where they remained till 1795. His remains, -were 
then collected and carried tn great pomp to Havana, where thej now rest. 

Moro and Punta castles are Ver^ strong works. The arsenal and dockyard are also on 
i grand scale. The city, when viewed from a distance, presents a most beautiful appear*^ 
Mice. Population 140 fiO(y, 

Vessels run regularly from Havana to New Orleans, and most of the Atlantic porta. 
Alao, to all the important seaports of Europe. 



THK ST. PETEBg, OB KIHlfBSOTA EXYEB 

^is river has a total length of nearly 450 miles, and is navigable for steamboats 50 or 
60 miles. The principal towns on its banks are South Bend CUy An Bine Earth co,. Jdinn«^ 
(about 100 miles from Fort Snelling) ; Mankato, in same co., 3 miles below ; St. Peters^ 
in Nicollet co., 8 miles below ; JVaverse Da SiouXf 3 miles below, in same co. ; Le Sueur^ 
8 miles below, in Le Seuer co. ; Henderson, 6 miles below, in Sibley eo. ; C^^Mca, Scptt 
CO., 34 miles below ; Carver, in same ca, 2 miles below ; Henn^n, 10 miles below^n 
Hennepin co. 

The St. Peters empties into the Mississippi river at Fort Snelling, about 25 milea 
below Hennepin. (iSse Mii»i»$ifpi river,) 

TEE ST. CEOIX EITEB. 

Riaea in the north-western part o^ Wis., niear Lake Superior, and flows southward 
till it reaches the Mississippi in 44P north latitude. It is about 200 miles long, and 
navigable for steamboats about 60 miles. Large quantities of pine lumber are annually 
brought down the river and shipped to ports below. ; ^ 

St. Croix Falls, capital of Polk eo*, Wia., is at the head of stoamboai 
navigation) on this riter. 

Oaceola, milea below^ in same comitj. 

. Marine Millt, Washington co*^ Minn., 9 miles below. 

Stillwater, county seat of Washington co., Minn., 15 miles bdow. It 
contains a cotirt^hottse, land«officd, penitentiary, saw mills, and other machitt^ 
propelled by water-power, 3 hotels, a number of stcMres and forwarding bouses. 
Settled in 1843. population about 2000. The surrounding country is diversi- 
fied with timber and prairie, with a rich soil, watered by a numbisr of small 
lakes and streams, abundantly supplied with fish. Stillwater commands a large 
portion of the lumber trade of the pineries on the upper waters of the St. Creix. 

Hudson, county seat of St. Crcnx eo., Wis., 5 miles below, at the mouth of 
Willow river^ has considerable water-power, and contains 2 churches, a court- 
house, land office, and several stores and mills. 

Lake St. XIroix, commences just below Hudson, and extends to near ^e 
month of the river ; it is a mere expansion of the river. Its width is from 3 to 
4 miles. The St. Croix river enters the Mississippi 16 miles below Hudson, at 
Point Douglas. (^See Mmigsippi River,) 
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THE OHIPPBWA BIYBB 

RifM in the northern piirt of Wis., near the head waters of ibe Montreal, and flows 
in a south-westerly direction. After a coarse of 900 miles, it Joint the Mississippi near 
the termination of Lake Pepin. Its principal branches are the Clear-Water and Red 
Cedar rivers. It is navigable for steamboats 70 miles. The shores abonnd with pine 
forests. The mouth of this river is the southern boundary of that tract of land known « 
0arj^9 Tna. It lies principally in Crawford eonnty, and contains an area of more than 
eight millions of acres. Captain Carver held this land by a deed obtained from the 
Indians, May 1, 1767 It commences at the Falls of St. Anthony and follows the Mis- 
sissippi to the mouth of tlie Chippewa ; thence east, about 100 miles ; thence north 120 
miles ; and Uien^, in a direct line, to the Falls. Tki Miumippi iMnd Company, of New 
York, obtained, in 1834, a recognised dead before Judge Van Ness, of tlft U. 8. Disuict 
Court, New Ywk. 

Chippewa Falls, on the Chippewa river^ is the capital of the couaty of 
same namei in Wis., at head of steamboat navigatioQ. It has extensive water- 
power, and a number of mills. Population about 500. 

THE WI8C0H8IH BIYEB 
Kises in some small lakes near the northern boundary of the State, and after a south and 
souUi-westerly course of about 600 miles, crossing the entire State of Wis., it enters (he 
Htssiasippi in 430 north latitude, 3 miles below Fort Crawford. It is navigable for stetiai- 
boats about 160 miles, to Portage city, where a short canal connects with Fox river, whiidi 
enters Green bay at Fort Howard, opening navigation from the Mississibpi to the northern 
lakes. There are numerous tributaries emptying into tha Wisconsin all along its course, 
some of them quite large streams. 

Wausau, or Big Bull I'alls, on the Wisconsin river, in Marathon co., 
Wis., 170 miles nqrth of Madison, capital of the State. Large quantities of 
lumber are annually sent down the river, in rafts, from this point. It contains a 
number of stores, flouring and saw mills, and a population of about 500. 

Little Bull Falls , about 18 miles below^ in sameoo. 

Stephen' S Point, 28 miles below, in Portage co., Wis., is a thriving village 
with extensive water-power, and the adjacent country abounds in pines. Tne 
lumber business of this place is very extensive. It contains a number of atoresy 
hotels, mills, and manufacturing establishments^ Population about 700. 

Plover, counW seat of Portage co.. Wis., 8 miles below, at the mouth 
of Plover river. The lumber trade, as in the towns above, is the chief business 
of Plover. * Population about 500. 

^ Portage City, county seat <^ Columbia co.. Wis., 115 miles below, is 
the terminus of the Wisconidn Ceatral Railroad ,* and a caoal, a few miles long, 
connects the Wisconsin and Fox rivers at this point, as mentioned above. Port- 
age city is a flourishing place, and increasing rapidly, it contains a large number 
of stores, hotels, manufacturing establishments, a bank, and 2 printing offices, 
and commands the trade of a large dastriot of country. Population about 30O0. 

Prairie dti Sae, Sauk co., Wis., 40 miles below. 

Bi e hland, 45 miles below, capital of Richland oo.. Wis., it situated on Pine 
creek, just above its junction with the Wiscon»n, with abimdanoe of water-power. 

Brooklyn, Grant co.. Wis, 65 miles below, and 7 miles from the 
mouth of the Wisconsin river. 

BOCK BIYEB 

Bises in Fon du Lac co., Wis., near Lake Winnebago, and flows in a south-westerly 
course, about 325 miles, through Wis., and III., and enters the Mississippi, 2 nifles 
below Rock Island. It is navisnil^ for steamboats about 235 mileb, durinar hi^ 
water. The country through which thia river pastes, is remarkable for its fertility and 
beauty of scenery. 

Watertown, Jefferson co., Wis., situated on Rock river, at the 
" Great Bend.'' The rapids near the town have a fell of about 25 feet, afford- 
ing abundant water-power. Watertown contains 7 or 8 flouring and saw mills, 3 
printing offices, several churches, a large number of stores and manufkctories of 
different kinds. Population about 4500. It was settled in 183& 
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JefferiOiiy capital of Jefferson «ow, Wia;, !• a floariiUng Village, 16 
Bules belaw Watertown, near the mouth ci Crawfish river. It has ibe^ivater- 
power, contains a number of eburcbea and mills. Populati^ about 1500. The 
Rock Kiver Valley Railroad passes through the place. 

Eoxt Atkins on, 8 miles below, is a thriving village in the same county, at 
ihe mouth of Bark river. It is situated in a rich farming region. Population 
«t>out 60#. 

JanesTille, county seat of Rock co., Wis., 34 miles btlow, is beau- 
dfully situated, and contains 6 or 8 churches, a court-house, a female 
Beminary, the State asylum for the blind, 4 printing of&ees, and fectftries and 
mills of different kinds. The Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad passes through 
Janesville. Population about 6000. Settled in 1835. 

Bel it, 18 miles below, in the same co., near the mouth of Turtle creek, 
!ias an active business and extensive water-power, it has several fine churches and 
seminaries. Beloit College is located here. Population about 4000. A branch 
of the Galena and Chicago Railroad extends to Beloit. 

Eoseoe, Winnebago co.. 111., 8 miles below, is a flourishing village. It has 
good water-power, and a large woollen factory. Population about 500. 

Roekford, 12 miles below, is the county seat of Winnebago oo., HI. A 
large bufiness is transacted here^ and the phu^ is supplied with an abnndancsi of 
water-power, the Chicago and Galena Railroad passes through it Rookford con- 
tains 5 or 6 churches and 2 printing offices. Population about 4000. 

Byron , Ogle co,. 111., 12 miles below. 

Oregon, 10 miles below, in the same co. Population about 600. 

Dixon, county seat of Lee oo.. 111., 20 miles below, has extensive water- 

fower. It is on the line of the Galena branch of the Illinois Central Railroad^ 
t contains several mills, a land office, 2 or 3 churches, and court-house. Popu- 
lation about 2500. 

Sterling, White^de oo.y 111.^12 miles beloW| is beautifully located, with 
extensive water-power. 
, Lyndnn, 16 miles below, in sameco., is a flourishing village. 

Proplietsto wn , 2 miles below, in same oo., has good water-power^ 

E r i 6 , 10 miles below, in same co. 

Camden , 35 miles below, in Rock Idand co., Ill, near the mouth of Bock 
river. It has an abundance of water-power, and a number of fine mills* 

TflE IOWA BIYBB 

Enters the HitfBissippi Just below New Boston, 36 miles below Muscatine. It takes its 
rise iu Haocock co., lo., and flows in a south-east direction. Its length is about 309 
miles, and is navigable for small steamboats, about 80 miles, during high water. 

Hardin, on the Iowa river, in Hardin co., lo., Eldora, below, in same 
^. Jfarte/to, below, in Marshall co., lo. Toledo, below, in Tama co.ylo. 
'Marengo, below, in lo. co. 

Iowa City, capital of the State, and county seat of Johnson co., is b^it> 
tifiilly situated on a high bank of the Iowa river, 80 miles from its month It 
Was laid out in ISdd. The state-house is a fine edifice, built of << Birdseje 
Marble," quarried in the neighborhood. The city contains 7 ohurohes, 1 college^ 
1 academy, and 3 pnnting oiCoes. The river, affords abundant water-power for 
manufacturing purposes. Population abottt 4000. Johnson «o. is in a nek 
Agricultural region, well adapted to raising s^ock, wheat, corn, potatoes, &c. 

Port Allen, Louisa co., lo., 35 miles belopw Iowa city* 

CoACord , 10 miles below^ in same co. 

Wapello, county seat of Louisa co., lo., 12 miles below, it has fine watev- 
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pow^y and contains seyeral milb, and a printing effiae. Laid out in 1839 
Pop. Ijboat 1000. The Iowa river enters the MissisBippi 23 mika below Wapdla 

THE BES H0JNE8 BIYEB 

Kises in the southern part of Minnesota, and, after a course of 400 miles, joins th6 
ICIssitoippi, 4 milea below Keokuk. It is navigable for steamboats about 3Qd miles. Its 
pour^e is through an exceedinglj rich and fertile region, with numerous prairies. 

Fort SodgO; on the Des Moines river, about 800 miles from its mouth, in 
Webster co., lo. Boomhoroy beloW; in Boone oo., lo.; capital of IJoone co. 
Population about 850, 

Port Set Moinei, capital of Polk eo., Jo., on the Des Moines river, at 
.the point where Eacoon river enters it. It contains several schools and churches, 
a printing office, and a number of stores and manufactories. The rivers famish 
extensive water-power. Fort Des Moines is about 220 miles, following ^ 
course of the river, from the Mississippi. It was laid out in 1846. PopuOation 
estimated at 1500, and increasing rapidly. The river is navigable to this j^ia(^ 
for small steamboats, during high water, . 

Dudley, 14 miles below, m same co. 

Lafayttte, 5 miles below, in same co. 

Btnnington» Marion co.; lo, about 10 miles below, is a small village. 

Bid Book, 16 miles below, in same co., is a thriving place. Pop. about 500. 

Amsterdam, 12 miles below^ in same eo. 

Bellefo&taine, Mahaska co., lo., 12 miles below, is a small village. 

Auburn, a small place, 12 miles below, in same co. 

Des Hoines City, 8 miles below, in same eo. 

Eddyrille, 2 mil^s below Des Moines city, in Wapello co., is a flourishing 
village, with a number of churches and schools. 

CMUieotlie) in the same co., 8 miles below. 

Ottumwa, county seat of Wapello co., lo, 12 miles below, is a thriving 
town, with abundance of water-power, and surrounded by a fertile country. It 
has several mills and manufacturing establishments. 

lowaville, Van Buren co., lo., 20 miles beloW; has 2 flouring mills 
and 1 distillery. 

ITew Harket, just below, in same co. 
■ Portland, in same co., 6 miles below. 

Philadelphia, 8 miles below, in same co. 
, Pittsburg, 7 miles below, in Van Buren co. 

Xeo'sanqna, capital of Van Buren co., lo., 5 miles below, is a thriving 
town. It contains a number of schools and churches, several grist and saw mills, 
a paper mill, and a number of manufacturing establishments. Pop. about 1200. 

Pleasant Hill, nearly opposite Keosauqua, in same co. 

Bentonsport, 8 miles below, in same co., is a flourishing village; with good 
water-power, and several mills and manufactories. 

Yernoa^ just below, in same co., is also a thriving place. 

Bonaparte , 5 miles below, in same oo., has several grist and saw milla, and 
an eitensive woollen £&ctory. 

Farmington, 8 miles below, in same co., is a flourishing town, containing 
several flouring and saw mills, a foundry, and an en^ne shop. Pop. about 1000. 

Blatk Hawk, 3 miles below, in Olark co.^ Mo. 

Croton, 3 miles below, in Lee co., lo. « 

Athens, 5 miles below, in Clark eo.^ Mo.^ has good water-power, and 
aeveral mills. 
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Belfast^ 6 miles below, In Lee CO., lo. ^ 
*' Hiagara, €lark co.^ Mo., 5 miles below. 

8t. FranoisTille, 5 miles below, la same co., is a thriving village. 
' GhnrehTille, 14 miles below, near the entrance of the Des Moines, into 
the Mississippi river. 

THE ILLIH0I8 ftlYER 

Is formed by the union of the Kankakee and Des Plaines rivers at Dresden, Omndy co., 
111. Above the mouth of Vermilion river, it is greatly obstructed by rapids ; but below 
this point the current is gentle, aiid the river is navigable for steamboats during most of 
the year. The country bordering on the river, is very rich and productive, and the com 
merce on it very large. Steamboats ascend the river about 250 miles, where, by the aid 
of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, a direct communication is opened vrith the lakes at 
Chicago. On the banks of this river, the JPrench emigrants from Canada, settled them- 
selves, and here was the scenery on which they founded their extravagant panegyrics upon 
the western couotry.. 

Dresden, is at the head of the Illinois river, as mentioned above, and about 
825 miks f\rom its entrance into the Mississippi. Popolation 300. The Illinois 
and Michigan Canal passes through the place. 

Morris, 10 miles below, is the capital of Grundy co., HI., and an important 
shipping point for produce. The Chicago and Rock Island Railroad passes 
through Morris. Population about 1000. 

Clarksdn, a small village in same county, 4 miles below. Pop. about 150. 

Harseilles, 17 miles below, in Ijbl Salle co., is a thriving town. • The Grand 
Bapids of the Illinois at this place, affords an immense water-power. There are 
a number of mills of various kinds, and a population of 500. The Illinois and 
Michigan Canal passes here. 

ttowa, 9 miles below, is the capital of La Salle co., HI., situated on both 
sides of the river, and on the Illinois and Michigan Canal, near the mouth of Pot 
river. The Chicago and Rock Island Railroad passes through the towif. <Poz 
river, furnishes an immense water*power by a fall of about SO feet . Stone eoal 
is found near Ottowa. It contains a number of ohurofaes, mills, and fiEU}torieS| 
and 2 printing offices. Population about 3800. 

Vtieay 10 miles below, ia same cou^ is k thriving vilhige. 

La Salla, 5 miles hekm, in same co., is a flourishing town at the terminus 
of the Illinois and Michigan Canal. The river is navigable for steamboats to thi» 
point. A large manufacturing and commereial business k carried on here. The 
neighborii^g country is exceedingly riob and productive. The Galena branch of 
the Illinois Central Railroad passes through l4a Salle. Population about 3500. 

The- Illinois ft Hichigan Canal. — This important work was pom- 
inenced in the year 1836, and finished in 18-1:8. Its length is 100 miles, is 60 
feet wide at top, and 36 at bottom, and is 6 feet deep. There are 17 locks, each 
ilO feet long, and 18 feet wide, being large enough for vessels of 120 tuns burden. 
The entire cost of the work was $6,600,000. 

Peru, 2 miles below La Salic^ in same co., is a place of active business, and 
improving rapidly. It has fine water-power advantages. There are rich veins 
of stone coal m the vicinity. The Central Railroad, and Chicago and Rock Island| 
intersect here. Population nearly the same as La Salle. 

Hennepin, county seat of Putnam co., 17 miles below, in the Great Bend 
of the 111. river. The location is a beautiful one, being elevated by a gradual 
and gentle ascent, to a height of about 25 feet above the river. This town was 
named in honor of Louis Hennepin, a Franciscan friar, and one of the early 
explorers of the north-west. It contains a court-house, jail, 2 churches, a number 
of stores, and about 800 inhabitants. Hennepin has an active trade in shipping 
and receivmg produce and merchandise. 
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West Hennepin 9 Bureau co.^ nearly oi^>onte. 

Henry, Marshall co., 13 miles below, is a flourishinj; village^ I^^^iS^ 4W^ 
titles of produce are shipped from Henry. Population 1000. 

If a con I 6 miles below^ is the capital of Marshall co. It is & thriving town, 
and has an active trade. Population 1000. 

Chillicothe, Peoria co., 18 miles below, at die head of Peoria lake, is a 
shipping point of importance. Population about 700. 

Peoria Lake, is an expansion of the Illinois river, commencing at the 
town of Chillicothe, and extending vd a southerly direction for a distance of 22 
miles. It has very little current, and the water is beautifully dear and trans- 
parent, so much so, that the fish, of which there is a great abundance, can Be 
distinctly seen swimming about, and performing their various evohltioiis, far 
beneath the surface. 

Bo me, 4 miles below Chillicothe, in same co., on the west bank of Peoria lake. 

Spring Bay, 4 miles below, on the opposite side of the lake, in Woodford 
CO., IS a flourishing village doing an active shipping business. 

Detroit, 7 miles below, in Peoria co. 

Little Detroit, 2 miles below, in Woodford co. 

Peori a, 5 miles below, county seat of Peoria co., is handsomely situated at the 
southern end of Peoria lake. The town lies on two tables of land, the first 
being about 12 feet above the water's edge, and the second 5 or 6 feet higher, 
and extending back some distance to the bluffs, in the rear of the town, which 
rise 100 feet above the general level. It contains, besides the county buildings, 
10 or 12 churches, 6 printing offices, a number of schools and seminaries, mills 
and manufacturing establishments, and has a very laree trade in pork, grain, 
lumber, &c. The Peoria and Oquaka Railroad has a terminus here. Pop. 12,000. 

Wesley Gity^ 4 miles below, in Tasewell oo., is a thriving village. 

Pekin^ 7 miles bekw, in same co., is an important town, and has an active 
tnde. It contains 2 or 3 printing offiees, and aer^ml sehools, ohui^hes, and 
steam mills. Population about 8000. 

Liverpool, Fulton co.^ 28 miles below. Population about 800. 

Harana, 9 miles below, capital of Mason co., opponte l^e month of ^)eon 
river, is a flourishing town and finely situated on a high ridg^, 50 feet above bigli 
water mark. Popukticm about 1100. 

Bath, in same CO., 12 miles below, is surrounded by a rich country. 

Sangamon Bivtr, enters the Illinois, 18 miles belcrw. 

Frederickiville, 3 miles below, in Schuyler co., is a thriving viUage. 
doing a large business in the shipping of produce. 

Bearditown, 4 miles below, on the east bank of the river, is the county^ 
seat of Cass co. It has an active trade, and 2 or 3 churches, a printing office^ 
the usual county buildings, and a population of about 600. 

La Orange, Brown co., 8 miles below, is a small village. 

Heredoaia, 9 miles below, in Morgan co., is pleasantly situated on the east 
bank of the Illinois, on a fine elevation. It contains 2 steam mills, a nfimber ^ 
^orcs, and a population of 400. 

Kaples, 7 miles below, in Scott co., on the east bank of the river, is a 
pleasant and thriving town. It contains 2 churches, 3 steam mills, a number of 
stores, a printing office, and a population of about 1000. The Morgan and Sanga-. 
mon Railway terminates here, which connects Naples with Springfield, the State cap- 
Ital, about 65 miles east. Large quantities of produce are shipped from this point 

Florence, Pike co., 10 miles below, has a good landbg. 
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Montezuma, 6 miles beleir, im laneeo., is a good shippii^ pmnt 

Bridgeport, Green co., 6 miles beloW; is a small village^ and good shipjnng 
point for produce. 

Ifewport, 8 miles below, in same county, is a small place. 

Hardin, conntj seat of Calhoun oo., 14 miles below. Population about 650. 

Gnilford, 4 miles below, in same co., is a small Tillage. 

Monterey, in same co.,4 miles below, and 13 miles aboTe the mouth of 
the Illinois river, which empties into the Mississippi, 18 miles above Alton. 

THE MISSOUBI EIVEE 

Bises in the Rocky Mountains, and takes its name after the anion of three brsMfbes, the 
Jefferson, Gallatin, and Madison. The springs which give rise to the Missouri river, art 
Hot more than a mile distaut from some or the head waters of the Columbia rirer, which 
Itin, in a contrary direction, into the Pacific ocean. 

At the .distance^ of 441 miles from the extreme point of the navigation of the head 
branches of the Missouri, are what are denominated the "Gates of the Kocky Mountains," 
which present an exceedingly grand and picturesque appearance. For the distance of 
about o miles, the rocks rise perpendicularly from the margin of the rirer, to the heiehi 
of 1200 feet. The river is compressed to the breath of 150 yards, and for the first 3 miles, 
there is but one spot, and that only of a few yards, on which a man can stand between 
the water and the perpendicular ascent of the mountain. At the distance of 110 miles 
below, and 5^1 miles from the source of the river, are the " Great Falls," 2,575 miles from 
the egress of the river into the Mississippi. At this place the river descends, by a sue* 
•ion of rapids and falls, a distance of 357 feet in 16)^ miles. The lower and greater fall 
fans a perpendicular pitch of 98 feet, the second of 19, the third of 47, and the fourth of 
5^ feet, between and below these falls are continual rapids of froln 3 to 18 feet descent. 
These falls next to those of Niagara, are the grandest on the continent. Above the 
falls, the course of the rives is northwardly. 

The length of the Missouri river, from its source to its entrance into the Mississippi, is 
d,09$ miles, which, with the addition of 1,353 miles, the distance from the mouth to the 
Gulf of Mexico, makes a total length of 4,449 miles, being the longest river in the world. 
Through its whole course, there is no substantial obstruction to the navigation, before 
arriving at the " Great Falls." Its principal tributaries are each navigable from 1 to 800 
miles. Tlireugh the g^reater part of its course, the Misaoari is a rapid and turbid stream, 
and in the upper part it flows through an arid and sterile country. It is over half a mile 
wide at its mouth, and is generally nearly a mile in width. Notwithstanding it drains such 
an exteiisive region of ccmntry> and receives so many large tributaries, it is, at certain 
seasons of the year, quite shallow, not affording sufiiotent water for steambcMit naf igatkm, 
•wing to its passage through a dry and open country, and being subject to more than usual 
evaporation. 

The Missouri river trade has became a very important one, and the annual business 
between St. Louis and the towns on the river, and with 8anta Fe, through lBd«^]xde9Ce, 
Is increasing with an amazine rapidity. 

The Missouri river enters the Mississippi, 18 miles above St. Louis, by a mouth much 
wider than the upper Mississippi. It is the opinion of many geographers, that the 
Missouri river is the main river, and should be considered as one river from its head, tot 
the Gulf of Mexico. The reasons in support of this opinion are, that below the mouth of 
' the Missouri, the Mississippi has the same turbulent appearance as the Missouri ; while 
the upper Mississippi is remarkable for its clearness and transparency. 

There are some peculiarities of the Missouri river, which it is highly important for 
emigrants, who design settling on its banks, to understand. The river has no permanent 
and settled channel, and it is on this account that steamboats are j^nerally compelled to 
hay up in the night, it net beinff considered safe to run unless with the fight, of day to 
guide them. Many persons who have purehased farms on the bauks of uiis river, not 
Understanding the nature of the current, have lost acre after acre by the washing away 
of the soil. iTot only have farms suffered in this way, but whole towns have been laiu 
waste, and swept off with the resistless current of this mighty river, e#ai]^eUitt'g the'in 
habitants to seek other, and more permanent places of abode. • 

The channel is rendered intricate by the great number of islands and sand-bars ; and 
in many places the navigation is made very hazardous by the rafts, snags, banks, Ac. 
The river negins to rise in March, and continues till July, when the summer floods of iXM. 
remote tributaries oome in. During this period, there is sufficient depth of water for 
ateamboats of almost any class ; but during the remainder of the year, it is hardly navi- 
gable for any distance, for the smalleet vessels that float upon the western waters. 
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** The bottoms of this rirer have a chmrMter wtrj 4irtinfiiithmble linm tkoflt f^^ 
Tipper Mississippi. The^ are higher, not so wet, more sandj, with trees which are lu^ so 
large, but taller and strai^hter. Its allurions are some thing narrower ; that is to sagr, 
having for the first 500 miles a medial width of some thing more than 4 miles. Its blufin^ 
like those of the other rirer, are generally limestone, but not so perpendicular, and have 
more tendency to run into the numeUe form. The bottoms abound with deer, tnrkeyti, and 
Amall game. The rirer seldom orerflows any part of its banks in this distance. It is 
little inclined to be swainpy. There is much fewer lakes, bayous, and small ponds, than 
ilong the Mississippi, rrairies are scarcely seen on the banks of therirer, within the 
distance of the first 400 miles of its course. It is hearilr timbered ; and ye^ from the 
softness of the wood, easily cleared. The water, thou^n uncommonljr turbid with a 
whitish earth, which it holds in suspension, soon and ensiiy settles, and is then remark*- 
ablr pure, pleasant, and healthy water. The rirer is so rapid and sweeping in its course, 
and its bed is composed of such masses of sand, that it is continually shifting its sand 
bars. A chart of the rirer as it runs this year, gires little ground for calculation in nari> 
gating it the next It has numerous islands, and fi^euerally near them is the most difficult 
to be stemmed. Still more than the Mississippi below its mouth, it tears uj) one place 
and deposits in another, and makes more frequent and powerful changes in its channel 
than any other western rirer. »»»•«»»» « t 

Above tne Platte, the open and prairie character of the country begins to derelop. The 
prairies come quite into the banks of the rirer, and stretch from it indefinitely, in naked 

frass plains, where the trareler pay wander for days without seeing either wood or water 
'he ' Council Bluffs,' are an important military station, about 600 miles up the Missouri 
Beyond this point, commences a country of great interest and grandeur in many respect% 
and denominated, by way of eminence, the Upper Missouri. The country is composed of 
vast and almost boundless grrass plains, through which, stretch the Platte, the Yellow 
Stone, and the other rirers of this ocean of grass. The sarages of this region have a 
peculiar physiognomy and mode of life. It is a country where commence new tribes of 

Slants. It is Uie home of buffialoe, elk, white bears, antelopes, and mountain sheep, 
ometimes the rirer washes the bases of the dark hills of a friable and crumbling sou 
Here are found, as Lewis and Clarke, and other respectable trarelers relate, large and 
singular petrifactions, both animal and rcgetable. On the top of one of these hills, they 
found the petrified skeleton of a huge fish, 45 feet in length. The herds of the gregarious 
animals, particularly the buffalos, are innumerable. Such is the general character of the 
country, until ^e come in contact with the spurs of the Rocky Mountains." {FUvU? 
Cfeo, and Hiat. of the Mi$tis9ippi Valley.) 

From the soaroe of the Missouri and tributarieSy to Sioux City, lo., the lands 
along the river are almost entirely vc^d of human habitations. Th^re are /scmitf 
United States' military posts along the banks of the river, among whieh, are Fort 
Benton, Fort Berthold, Fort McKenzie^ Fort Union^ Fort Man&n, Fort Clarke, 
Fort St. Pierre, and a few others. 

Sioux City, is at the junction of Big Stone river, with the Missouri, in 
Woodbury co., lo, ' " 

^ Tekama, county seat of Burt co., Nebraska, about 60 miles below, is finely 
situated on a high bank, in a good fiarming region. 

D e Soto, 30 miles below, in Washington co., Nebraska, \» also finely sitpated 
in a rich country, well timbered.* 

Fort Calhoun, 16 miles below, in Washington co., Nebraska, 

Florence, 10 miles below, in Nebraska. 

Council Bluffs City, 10 miles below, capital of Pottawattomie co., lo., 
is finely situated on a high bluff, with a beautiful view of the surrounding country, 
which is a rich farming region, well timbered. Council Bluff's is on one of tho 
emigrant routes for California and Oregon. It contains a land office, 2 churche8| 
8 schools, a number of stores, and meclianic's shops. Population about 2500. 

Omaha Oitv, capital of Nebraska, in Douglass co., opposite Council Bluff's 
City, is beautifully si tinted, on a pkin about 50 feet from the bed of the river! 
It contains a printing office, and a number of good buildings, and is improvfng 
xapidly. 

Council Point, 6 miles below, in Pottawattomie, co. lo., is the landing 
point for a Mormon town, named Kanesville, about 4 miles in the interior. 
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Traief 8* Point, S miles belcFir, hi the same eo., is a ffmall Freaoh settle- 
menty established to &oilitate trade between the Tatious ludiaa traders. It ooa«> 
tains about 100 inhabitants. 

Bellevne, 2 miles below, in Nebraslra. It is the residence of the agent 
employed by the United States, to attend to the government business, with the 
tribes inhabiting this territory. It has a good landing, and is pleasantly situated 
en a high plain. The first newspaper published in Nebraska was commeneed 
here Sn 18M. Thb point was first visited by Lewis and Clarke, in 1804^ andsooa 
after, the American Fur Company established a trading post here. 

St. Hary*i, 5 miles below, in Mills co., lo. 
• California City^ 2 miles below, in same co., opposite the mouth of 
Nebraska or Platte river. 

Platte, or Nebraska Biver, rises in the Rocky Mountains, by two 
branches, termed the North and South Forks. JiLfter an easterly course of nearly 
2000 miles, it empties into the Missouri at this point. It is about a mile wide 
at the mouth ; but is, as its name indicates, ezeeedingly shallow, and is not 
Bavigable, except in times of the great spring freshets. 

Plattsville, Mills co., lo., 2 miles below the mouth of Platte river. 

Flattsmonth, capital of Cass co., Nebraska, 1 mile below, is beautifolly 
located on a high bank, in the vicinity of fine timber and stone coal. 

Bethlehem, 1 mile below, in Mills co., lo. 

Kenosha, Cass co., Nebraska^ 10 miles below. 

Nebraska City, county seat of Otoe co., Nebraska, 10 miles beldw, 

Brownsville, county seat of Nemehaw co., Nebraska, thirty miles below^ 
is finely situated in the region of stone coal and good timber. 

Iowa Point, 40 miles below, in Holt oa, Mo., is the landing point for the 
town of Oregon, county seat of Holt co., situated 10 miles in the interior. Oregon 
contains a population of about 500. 

Nodeway City, 30 miles below, in Andrew co.. Mo., is a small village 
containing a few stores, and about 200 inhabitants. It is the landing point for 
Savannah, a town of about 800 inhabitants, situated a few miles off the river, 
the county seat of Andrew co. 

St. Joseph, 25 miles below, county seat of Buchanan co., Mo., is a thriving 
and important town. It was laid out in 1843, and named in honor of Mr. 
Joseph Rubidoux, who resided here upward of 40 years. St. Joseph is the 
largest town in western Missouri, and one of the points of departure for emi- 
grants to California and Oregon. It is situated in an exceedingly rich region 
of country, producing large quantities of hemp, wheat, and tobacco. It contains 
7 or 8 churches, 5 steam flouring mills, several saw mills, a bagging factory, 
various manufacturing establishments, 3 printing offices, a large number of stores 
and warehouses, and a population of between 5000 and 6000. The western 
terminus of the Hannibal and St. Joseph Raihroad is here. 
' Leachman, 25 miles below, in same co. , 

Doniphan, 8 miles belowy in Kansas. 

Atehi&BOAy miles below, in Kansas* 

Kickapoo City, 12 miles below, in Kansas, is well situated for trade. It 
has one newspaper office, and is improving rapidly. • • 

Weston, 10 miles below, in Platte eo., Mo., is a fine flourishing place, and 
IS rapidly improving. Many of the emigrants make this a stopping place^ for 
laying in supplies, previous to starting out on the plains. It contains several 
churches, 2 printing offices, a large number of storeS; &c. Pop. about 3000. 
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Fort LoftTeaworth, 4 miles below, in Kmmm, is on a hi^h Ui]£. The 
Wiuatioii is remarkftbLj fine, the bluff being about 150 feet in height, and com- 
posed principally of white limestone. There is an excellent laodmg for boats, 
and many other superior advantages at this point. It is the rendezvous for all 
United States' troops destined for Santa Fe, Oregon, and the frontier stations 
One of the principal routes to California commences at this place. 

Littlt Flattd Biver, rises in Clarke oo., lo., and pursuing an almort 
direct southward course for a distance of about 200 miles, empties into the 
Missouri, 20 miles below F<nrt Leavenworth. This river is exoeedinglj shaUoWi 
and difficult to navigate. 

' Farkviila , 2 miles below, in Platte co.. Mo., is a fine flourishing village. 
It was named in honor of one of the early settlers of this region, by the name of 
Park. It is an important shipping point for produce. Population about 600. 

Wyandottt City, 12 miles below, in Kansas, at the junction of Kansas 
river with the Missouri, is (me of the starting points for emigrants, 

Kansas Eivar. — ^This is one of the lar^gest tributaries of the Missouri. It 
rises in the Rocky Mountains, and flows ea^ward through tl^ entire breadth of the 
Indian territory, and empties into the Missouri, 12 miles below Parkville. Its 
entire length is about 1200 miles, for 900 of which, it might be navigated. It 
is 340 yards wide at the mouth, and discharges an immense amount of water ; 
many of its tributaries being nearly as large as itself. Solomon's fork, is 700 
miles long ; Smoky Hill fork, 800 miles. 

Kansas, near the mouth of Kansas river, in Jackson co.. Mo., is pleasantly 
situated, standing on a high bank of the river, and commanding a view of the 
surrounding country for many miles. It is thought by many, to possess the 
finest situation of any town on the river. The busmess is very extensive, there 
being an almost constant stream of emigrants passing through it. Pop. about 1200. 

Randolph, 5 miles below, in Clay co.. Mo., is a handsome village, finely 
situated on a commanding eminence. It contains 2 churches, several stores, and 
a population of 300. 

Wayna City, 7 miles below, is the principal landing point for goods and 
merchandise destmed for Independence, and is connected with it by the Indepen- 
dence Railroad. 

The Independence Railroad Depot is about one mile from Wayne city. 
There is generally quite an air of business about this place, from constant arrival 
of goods and emigrants on their way to Independence. The road is 4 miles long. 

Independence, county seat of Jackson co., Mo»,, about 4 miles back of 
Wayne citv, is a place of great importance and growing rapidly. The county 
around is exceedingly fertile,, and well adapted to cultivation. The business done 
is very large. It contains a court-house and county buildings, 8 hotels, 7 
churches, a large number of wholesale and retail stores, and a population of about 
8000. There is a large trade carried on between this place and Santa Fe. ^ The 
goods are transported across the country in wagons, built very large and strong, 
and usually drawn by oxen, from 16 to 20 of which are attached to each wagon. 
It is the western terminus of the St. Louis and Pacific Railroad. 
^ Independence derives much of its importance from being the point where many 
of the emigrants for California and Oregon, get their last supplies. 

Liberty Landing, 5 miles below Wayne City, in Clay oo., is a landing 
point for the town of Liberty, 4 nliles from the river. 

LiTingston, Jackson co., 6 miles below, is a small village, formeriy a 
landing place for Independence. 

Owen* 8 Landing, 1 mile below, in same co. 

Bichfield, Clay co., 10 miles below, is a small village. 
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Biblty, 10 miles below, is a thrinng YiUafs, in Jaokeoii eb.. It t)ecii|Hee the 
former site of Fort Oiage. It oontains 2 diurolies; a number of atoreS; and 
about 500 inhabitants. 

Kapoleon , 6 miles below, in same co. 

amd en, 6 miles below, in Bay eo., is a flourishing town. Population SCO. 

Wellingtoni 7 miles below, in Lafayette oo., is a small village. 

Lexington, county seat of Lafayette co., 8 miles below. It is a fine, 
tkriving town, haying the hi^est looa^n of any town on the river, b^ing about 
300 feet above high water mark. The first hoose built here was in the year 1889 ) 
and it now, contains a court-house, jail, and county offices, 7 churches, a seminary, 
a land office, 2 printing offices, and a large number of stores. Population ohoui 
4500. Extensive veins of stone coal are found near Lexington. 

Crooked Biver , enters the Missouri from Bay co., 6 miles below LexiDgton. 
. Walconda, 15 miles below the mouth of Crooked river, in Carroll co, 

Waverly, 3 miles, below, in Lafayette co., is a flourishing village. Popiv 
lation about 600. 
. Hiirs Landingt Carrdl eo., 10 miles below, is a small village. 

Miami, 20 miles below, in Saline oo. 

De Witt, Carroll co., 6 miles below. 

Grand BLver, rises in Madison oa, lo., and flowk in a southwest direofion 
for a distance of 240 miles, and enters the Missouri 5 miles below De Witt, 
forming the boundary line between Carroll and Chariton counties. It is navi- 
gated by boats about 100 miles. 

Brnnswick, 2 miles below the mouth of Grand river, in Chariton co., is 
an enterprising town. It is situated on a beautiful level prairie, and contains 
several churches, a large number of stores, and business establishments. Popu- 
lation about 2500. 

Old Jefferson, 25 miles below, in Saline oo., is a small village. There 
was formerly a place by this name, a short distance down the river, opposite 
' Glasgow ; but the remorseless river swept it off, and the inhabitants were com- 
pelled to seek for other lodgings. 

Cambridge, 2 miles below, in same co. 

Chariton Biver, rises in Lucas co., lo., and after a course of 150 mUes, 
in a southeriy direction, enters the Missouri 5 miles below Cambridge. It is not 
navigable for more than about 80 miles. 

Olaigow, 8 miles below, in Howard co., is a thriving town. It has an active 
trade, and is a shipping point of produce, &c., for the surrounding country. It 
has two printing offices, a female seminary, several churches, and a large number 
of business houses. Population about 1500. 

B Inf f port, 5 miles below, in Howard co., is a small village. 

Arrow Bock, 10 miles below, in Saline co., is flnely situated about 150 
feet above the river. It derives its name from the fact that the Indians used 
pieces of the rock found here, for making arrow heads. Population about 400. 

La Mine Biver , rises in La^yette and Johnson counties, and emjpties into 
the Missouri 10 miles below Arrow Bock. It is navigable for about 30 miles. 
The water of this river is remarkably clear. 

Boone villa, 6 miles below the mouth of La Mine river, is the county seat 
of Cooper co. It is situated on a bluff, elevated about 100 feet above high 
water mark, and received its name in bonpr of the celebrated Colonel Daniel 
Boone. It contains 8 or 4 printing offices, 2 academies, several churches, a 
conrt-hooso) and a large number of stores and business houses. Booneville is in 
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the midst of a riok fiurmuig ooimtrj. Mmofa attentioii uk paid to ike oidtitatfon 
of the grape Bitominoos coal, iron, lead, &o*, are fooikd in the yieiiuty. P<^ 
ulation about 2500. 

Old Franklin, Howard co., opposite BoooetiUe. 

fioehtport, Bo^ne oo., 12 miles below, at the mouih of Moniteau oreeL 
Stone coal is found in the vicinitj. Population about 500* 

Xt. Vernon, Moniteau co., 8 miles below. 

Provide nc e , 6 miles below, in Boone co., is the landii^ plaee f<nr Golombiai 
fituated a few miles in the interior. 

Kashville, 2 miles below, in the same eoontj, is a small village. 

Honitean, 3 miles below, in county of same name. 

Marion, Cole co., 6 miles below. Population about 500. 

Stone sport, 10 miles bebw, in Boone co., is a small village. 

Jefferson City, 6 miles below, is the capital of the State of Missouri, 
'K^ county seat of Cole co. The situation is' high, and commands a fine view. 
It contains a State house, the Governor's house. State penitentiary, court-house, 
8 printing oi&oes, a number of churches, aind a large ' number of stores and 
commission houses. The St. Louis & Pacific Baikoad passes through Jeffen(« 
City. Population about 3500. 

Hibernia, opposite Jefferson City, in Callaway Co., is a small village. 
Formosa, 9 miles below, in Cole co., near the mouth of the (hage rivet. 

Osage Biver rises in the Indian territory, and after a meandering course 
of about 500 miles, empties into the Missouri at this point. It is 400 yards 
wide at the mouth, and is navigable for steamooats about 200 miles. The land 
bordering on this river is exceedingly fertile, and yields abundant crops of all 
the products of the West. 

Cote Sans Basse in. 5 miles below the mouth of the Osage river, in 
Callaway co., is a small village. 

Smith* 8 Landing, 8 miles below, in same co. 

Portland, 16 miles below, in same co. 

Gasconade Biver rises in Wri^t eo„ Mo., and taking its coifrse 
in a northerly direction for a distance of 20Q miles, enters the Missouri 10 miles 
below Portland. It is not navigable to any extent, but affords a vast amount of 
water-power to the numerous mill-seats along its banks. 

The St. Louis k Pacific Railroad crosses this river near its mouthy which was the 
scene of a terrible and heart rending calamitjr, at the celebration of the opening ot the road 
to Jefferson City, in November, 1865, by which about 30 of the most prominent citisens 
of St. Louis lost their lives, and hundreds of others were seriously maimed. Just as the 
locomotive had crossed the first span, the bridge gave way, and 9 of the 13 cars in the 
train, crowded to overflowing with people, were, ^itn the locomotive, precipitated to the 
bed of the river, with an awful crasni into a mass of ruins; 

Hermann, 6 miles below, is tlie capital of Gasconade co. It is a thriving 
place. Population about 1100. The St Louis & Pacific Railroad passes 
through Hermann. 

Bridgeport, Tmile below, in Warren co. 

Pinckney, in same county, 12 miles below, is a small village. 

Griswold, nearly opposite Pinckney, in Franklin co. 

Washington, 16 miles below, in same co., is a flourishing town. 

Bassora, 1 mile below, in same co. 

Sonth Point, 2 miles below, also in same co. The St. Louis & Pacifit 
Bailroad passes through Griswold, Washington, Bassora^ and South Point. 
Portmnna, 6 miles beloW; in St. Charles co. 
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Mt. PleftSftnt, in same co., 1 mile below Portnrana. 

St. Albans y Franklin co., 8 miles below. 

Missouri ton, 1 mile below, in St. Oharles co. 

Johnson's Perry y 2 miles below, in sMue oo., is ft small yijlage. 

Port Boyal, opposite Johnson's Ferry, in Franklin co. 

Pittman's Ptrry, 5 miles below, in St. Charles oo. 

St. Charles, 18 miles below, is the capital of St. Charles co., and a 
ionrishing place. It is handsomely situated on elevated ground, and commands 
delightful views. There are fine quarries <rf limestone, and sandstone in the 
fioinity ; also mines of stone coal. The river at this point is over a mile wide. 
Sj. Charles contains a college, 7 or 8 churches, a court-house, and a number of - 
itores. Population about 8000. 

Jamestown, 16 miles below, in St. Lous oo. 

Btllefoutaino, in same co., 2 miles below. 

Columbus, 4 miles below, at the mouth of the Missouri, and junction with 
Hie Missisidppi. 

THB EASXABKIA filTBR 

Rise* near the center of Illinois, in Cliampaigne co.» and empties into the Mississippi^TG 
miles below St. Louis. It U navigable tat steamboats about 150 n^es, its whole lengtli is 
some 300 miles. 

Shelby ville, 111., on the Kaskaskia river, is the county seat of Shelby co. 
It contains a court-house, several churches, and a number of stores. The Alton 
and Terre Haute Railroad passes through Shelbyvillp. 

• Yandalia, about 50 miles below, (following ^e river course,) is the county 
seat of Fayette co., and was the former capital of the State. It is on the line of 
tibe Illinois Central Railroad. Population about 1200. 

Keysport, Clinton co., 27 miles below, (by the river,) is a small village. 

Carlyle, capital of Clinton eo., 12 miles below, contains several mills, the 
oounty buildings, and a number of stores. The Ohio and Mississippi Railroad 
passes through the place. 

Covington, 14 miles below, in same co. 

Fayett eville, St. Clair co., 26 miles below, is a small place. 

Athens, 9 miles below, in same co. 

Lively, in same co.^ 2 miles below. ^ 

Tamarawa, 3 miles below, in Monroe oo. 

Ev ansy ille , Randolph co., 20 miles below. 

Saskaski^, county seat of Randolph co., 8 miles below, was founded shortly 
after the visit of La Salle to the Missismppi, in 1683, by Eather Gravier, a Catholic 
missionary among the Illinois, and was the capital of t^e Illinois country, so 
long as the French continued in possession of it. In 1768, it was ceded by 
France to Great Britain. In 1778, the fort, on the east side of the river, was 
taken by CoL George Rogers Clark. Kaskaskia contains a court-house, a land 
office, and a population of about 1000, mostly (A French descent. The Kaskaskia- 
river enters the Mississippi 7 miles below Uie town. 

WHITE KIVER 

Rises in the Otafk Mountains, and runs first north easterly' into Mo., and then into 
Ark., in a southwardly •direction to its entrance into the Mississippi, 16 miles above the 
Arkansas river. Black river is its largest tributary. Its whole length is between 750 atd 
806 miles. It is navigable for about 400 miles. The country through which it passes, is 
generally fertile, producing fine crops of cotton and corn, and some portions rich in mine- 
rals. Pine forests abound on iUL upper waters, .and cypress twampsy toward the, moo|h. 

Worth, is a small village in Marion co.. Ark., on White river^ near th« 
boundary line of Mo. 
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Johnson I 55 miles btlow, (by tke iiy«r ooftne,) iai 

Liberty, 28 miles below, in Izard oe. 

Athens, in the same co., 25 miles below. 

Mt. Olive, 6 miles below, is the capital of Iiard eo. 

Sylamor e, in same co., 6 miles below. 

Batesville, 45 miles below, capital of Independemoe ea, and a tkrifbg 
tsWn. Small steamers can reach this place at nearly all seasons. It contains 
■ereral dmrehes, Um usual county baildiags, and 2 printing offices. The vor 
rounding country is fertile, with fine water^wer. Population about 1800. 

Jacksenport, Jackson oo., 85 miles below, at the noutk of Black ruutf 
whieh is navigable for small steamers, some distance. 

Elizabeth, 10 miles below, is the county seat of Jackson ce. This is a 
thriving place^ and exports large quantities of timber. 

Augusta, 65 miles below, in same co., is a lourishtog viUi^ finely 
situated in a rich region of country. 

Ses Arc, Prairie co., 35 miles below, in a fertile cotton, and sugar growing 
country ; oak, cedar, and cypress timber, is abundant in the vicinity. Pop. 500. 

Clarendon, 38 miles below, in Monroe oo. 

Crockett*8 Bluff, in Arkansas oo., 83 miles below. 

Cass Coe, 8 miles below, in same co., 50 miles from the Missisirippi river, 
by the meanders of the stream. 

/ THE ABKAHSAS EIYEfi 

Rises in the Roeky Mountains, near the boandaiy between the Indian Territory and 
Utah, and after pursuing an easterijr coarse of oTer 3000 miles, empties into the Hississippi 
in latitude 33^ 54' north. It pours abroad and deep stream from the mountains upon rat 
arid and sandy plains below. The sand and the dry atmosphere absorb the water to s«ch 
a decree, that it may often be forded many hundred miles below the mountains. Some of 
its tributaries are so impregnated with salt, as to render even the waters of the main stcoom 
unpotable. To the distance of about 400 miles from its mouth, it has many lakes and- 
bayous. In high water, it is navigable for steamboats as far up as Fort Qibson, at the 
mouth of Grand river, by water, 750 miles. Next to the Missouri, this is the largest 
tributary ^f the Mississippi, though not the most important Below Yas Bnren, the land 
9long the river is productive, and well timbered. The territory drained hjr this river and 
its tributaries is estimated to contain 178,000 square miles. Between Fort Smith and 
LitUe Bock, bituminous coal is frequently found along its banks. 

Fort Oibson, a military station, in the Indian territory^ on the Neasho river, 
just above its entrance into the Arkan«M. Tbe BlinaU and Chnadfian rivers 
empty into the Arkansas, some distance below Fort Gibson. 

Fort Coffee, 100 miles below, and west of the boundary of Arkansas. 

Fort Smith, 20 miles below, on the western bomidary of the State, in Se- 
bastian eo., is a thriving town. It carries on an extensive trade with the 
Indians. The U. S. Government has a military poet here. It contains the 
government buildings, a printing office, a church, and a population of about 1400. 

Yan Bnren, capital of Orawford co., 10 miles below, is a thriving place, 
pleasantly situated. It has a large trade with the surrounding country. The 
place contains a cotton factory, a steam flouring mill, 4 or 5 handsome churches, 
2 printing offices, and a popuia^on of about 2^00. 

Ozark, county seat of Franklin co.^ 60 miles beloW| is a small viUajpa. 
. Boseville» 12 miles below, in same oo* 

Patterson's B Inff , a small place, 20 miles below, in Johnson co. 

Spadra Bluff, in same co., 15 miles below. 

Pittsburg, 5 miles below, in same co. 
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Ht Hartim'i, Pope oa.^ 10 aiiles below. 

Scotia, 2 miles belowj ia same co. , ^ 

Horriitowa, ia same CO., 20 mtl«8 below« 

9ar deneUe, opposite^ iu same co. 

LewiaburgtCoBwayeo., 40 miles beloif. ' 

Greene OrOTe, 18 miles below, in same oo. * 

IiittU Boekv 40 miles bel<^, eapital of the State of Ark^aas^ and oosoii; 
Mat ef Pulaski co., is situated on a high rocky Ua€, the first above the mottta 
•f the river, commanding a beantiM and extensive view of the a<i^aeent conntrr.' 
7be city contains the State House, a fine brick building, a 17. S. ar^enalj tn^ 
State penitentiary, 7 or 8 cborehes, i prinUng offices, and a population pf aboali 
MOO. Slate, and a species of granite are found in the vicinity, ako good cky i^ 
anakrag brick. 

Straw Hat, 70 miles below, in Jefferson co. 

Pine Bluff. 20 miles below, county seat of Jefferson oo., is a floarishinjj 
p)^de, in a fertile cotton raising re^on. Jiarge quantities of cotton are annnallj 
iUpped from, this point. Peculation about m^O. ' 

Bob Boy, in same co., 12 miles below. * 

\ Vew Oaecony , 10 miles below, in same ^. 

Biehlaid, 8 miles below, in same oo. 

* Swan Lake, Arkansas CO., Smiles below. \ 
Hicea tto^ , 10 miles below, in same co. 

Sonth Bend, 80 miles below, in same co. 

* Arkanlai Post, 25 miles below, capital of Arkansu, ee., iathe eldei^ tow* 
in the State. If was founded by the French in 1685. It is located on a hijrb 
bkiff ; but, in the rear of tho town, the land is low and frequently* innndatei. It 
amtaias « eonrt^bonse, jail, and printing dfioe. Population about 500* 

Bed Fork, Desha co., 10 miles below. ' 

r WalliagtOA, 20 miles below, ia same.oo. 
The Arkansas river enters the Mississippi, 30 miles below Wellington. ' 

THE YAZOO EIVEB 

itties ii«ar the central part of the State of Miisiflsippi. It is fhrmed by the union of tha 
^f!«dtaliatQhee and Tallabusha, which are navigable rivers. After receiving the Snu-ilowei' 
vIMioh ruas nearly parallel vHh the Miaaiatipi^t, and ia naf^gaU^forSO miits, h.<j a ip t i M i 
iiitff.the HUaissippu 300 milea fropi ita source. The eountry borderiag on t^is riirtff ia 
verv rich* and produces potton in great abundance. From Greenwood, at the ^onUi of, 
lite*^Tftllah«tchee, several large steamboats run regularly to New Orleans, during thtf 
cotton season. The number fA bales of «otton that annually float down tliis rivsr, ia* 
aa^tpftted at.l50,000. 1$ it. a sluggish stream, and navigable throughout i(8 whole length. 

' Taxpo City, county seat of Yazoo eo., Miss.^ some 160 miles below Greeny 
tfood, is a flourisbinff town, in the mitlst of a rieh cotton growing ooimtry, aii<\ 
Has considerable trade. A large amount of cotton is forwarded from thi9 point tfi{ 
Ifew Orleans. It has 2 or 3 priotinj!; offices, a number of churches, an<i a poj^ 
i^atioD of about 2000. ^ 

.IiiT^rpool, and Satartia, below, in samo ^. 

t dajrdifjft about 15 miles from the month of t^ river, ia Warren oo., Misi.' 

BED BIVEB 

^ses in a. chain of hills near Santa Fe, in New Mexico, called the Caous mountains, 
aii4 iTterjpursuingan easterly course of some 1590 miles, empties into the Mississippi 
3Mr miles abere New Odeiins, and 776 by&lov tlie mouth of tiie Ohio. It receives, in hm 
€|Uic9e» the waters of a number of rivers, the largest of which, are the Blue river and Pals*, 
w^«hit«, or Kio Negro. After leaving the mountains, U flows through exttasive i^airio^ 

6 
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•r rleK, red soQ, irhicH impart their eoiUr to t)M irater. .From tliU tirefiitfttMe H fe« 
••ired the name of Red river. The margin of the river is covered, in man/ places, with 
grass and fine vines, which bear delicious grapes. The bottoms are from one to teti miles 
wide, and are well timbered with willow* Mcost, cotton-wood, pawpaw and tmdE^e. 
On the uplands, elm, ash, hickorv, mulberry* and black-walnut grow in great abuudaaioe. 
The width of Its channel, for 4d0 miles from its mouth, does not correspond with its 
length, or the immense mass of waters whksh it eoUeets la its course fcoin ' the Rockr 
mountains. In high waters, it is often divided into two or three chaonela, and aprends 
into a line of bayous and lakes, which take up its superabundant waters, which are a CQa- 
iid<irable tiibe in filling, and prerentthe river from dtsplajing its breadth and amouot of 
waitam» aa it does in the high4aiid8. 500 miles above. Aboat 100 miles above Natohk 
loches, commences what is called the Rafi, which is nothing more than an imn^enaa, 
awampj alluvia of the river, to the width of 20 or 30 miles. The river here, spreading 
into a vast number of channels, frequently shallow, of course, has been for ages, clogging 
lip with a eorapaet mass of tiimber and fallen trees, irafced from the regions above. « • • 
The riter is blocked up with this immense mass of timber, a distance, by iu meandara. 
•f 70 miles. There are places where the water can be seen in motion under the loga. 1% 
other places, the whole width of the river may be crossed on horse-back. Weedd, flower- 
lag shrubs, and small willows, have taken root upon (he suifaee of this timber, and 
touHah shove tha water#. U isfin impediment of incalculable injury to the aavigatio* of 
this noble river, and the immense extent of country above it. There is probably no pari 
of the United States, where the unoccupied lands have higher claims from soil, climate, 
intermixture of prairiea and timbered lahtls, |>osition, and every indueemeiit to populatioa,- 
Ihan the country above the Raft ; where the river becomes broad, deep, aud |Mivig|A)lQfor 
ateamboats, in moderate staffes of water, for several hundred miles."— (F/iii/« Oca. attd'Hit.) 
The bottom land along the river is very fertile, producing corn, cotton, tobacco, md 
•agar cane in great abundance. If the navigation of this river could be ptrmaiieaUj 
opened, the fertile lands that now lie in ^aste would soon be under cultivation ; and ho^fiM, 
laden with the rich products common to the "West and Southwest, would glided smoothly 
along its reddened waters, to the great commercial depot of the South. T)m UaiiaBdBtates 
Government cut a channel through the raft, at an expense of $300,000, but anot^ier ius 
aince fornied. Along the river, the trees grow very tall and thick ; in some' places their 
toanchaa nearly meetaoroaa the stream. 

. Ltntiporiy is aituatedin ibe soutbvesteni corner of the State of Arkansae^ 
Sevier co.^ on Bed RiTer* which is. here, and for some distance above and beloir^ 
ihe northern boundary of the State of Texas. 

Fulton 9 about 100 miles below, by the meanders of the river, in HempslMid 
eo., Ark., is an important points 

Conway, about 100 milas beV>i^, in Iiafajette co*| Ark. 

, BhrcTeport, about 90 miles below, is the capital of Caddo parish, La. & 
is finely located for business, being surrounded by an exceedingly fertile pUiating 
legioB, and about BO miles below the great raft. Some 50,0^ bales of cotton,' 
gnd a very large number of cattle, from Texas, are annually shipped from thi* 
point. The town contains a large number of stores, several churches, and steaai- 
mills, a printing office, and a populatioa of about 8000* 

Tachitoclies, about 100 miles below, is the capital of Nachitoches pandi, 
lia. It was first settled by the French, under a grant to St Dennis, who, in 
1718, csta,blished a trading post here. In 1732, it was attacked by the Natches- 
Indians, who had been driven from their own country, after the great massacre of 
the 28th of November, 1729. After a hard fought battle, which lasted seven4 
hours, the Indians were repulsed, leaving ninety-two of their braVest warriors on 
the field. With this battle, ieilded the existence of the Nache^ as a distitict nation. 
Thoie who were taken prisoners were conveyed to the West Ihdies. NslohlloislriM 
contains a printing office, a U. S. laml offioe, and seveml churches, and has an 
active business. Population about 1500. • 

' ^'Two or three leagues west of Nachitoches, is the ancient Spanish town if 
AI)AYES. We can see no where in the United States so fair a sample of ii^ 
ancient Spanish town, as this. The houses are of the construction of a hundred' 
fi»in ago. A little old church, with three or four bells, dome of them oi^tcked^ 
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and some eoarae paiQtiDgs, aye thaehurcli an air in keejnng with the town. The 
inhabitants are all Spanish.'^ 

Alexandria I 80 miles below Naehkoches, and 150 from the entrance of Bed 
river into the Mississippi, is the capital of Rapides psvish, La. The location of the 
town is verj beautifal. The siuronnding coontrj is qmte krel, producing cotton 
in great abundance. Pepulation about 800. 



THB MOjrOHGAHELA BITBB 



Riies in Randolph eo.,ym., and afttr a northern coarse of 300 miles, unites wilh the 
AUejj^hanj at Pittftbuiv It is navigable for steamboats as far as Brownsrille, 40 miles 
abore Pittsburg; and for koelboats, aear 5200 miles from its mouth. Its principal 



branches are the Cheat and Toaghiogfaeajr rivers. Large quantities of excellent coal, are 
aanualljr brought down this rir€r. The narieation of this river ha^ been g^reailj im- 
prov«Hl, and made permanent, hy the erection of § or 10 substantial locks, between Browns- 
Tille and Pittsburg. 

Clarksburg, county seat of Harrison co.^ Ya., is situated on the west fork 
of the Monongahela, 70 miles from the Ohio dyer. There are excellent coal 
mines in the yicinity of this place. Iron and salt are also found to some extent. It 
is a flourishing place, and contains several large mercantile houses, 4 churches, 
2 academies, and 2 printing offices. The North- Western Railroad, (a branch of 
the Baltimore and Ohio R. R.,) passes through the town.. Pop. about 1500. 

Fair men At, capital of Marion ca, Ya., is situated on the Monongahela, 22 
miles north of Clarksburg. The surrounding country is hilly, and the soil pro> 
ductiye. The forests are filled with excellent timber, and the earth is well stored 
with iron and coal, which are laigely exported. Population about 1300. A 
splendid wire suspension bridge cennects the town ^th Rdatiie, on which, the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad crosses. 

Palatine, Marion county, opposite Fairmoant. It is a thriving viUagCi 
o<mtaiuing 10 stores, several mills, &c« Population 600. 

Korgantown, county seat of Monongalia co., is a flourishing and wealthy 
TilLige, situated on the Monongahela, almt 60 miles south of Pittsburg. The 
town was kid out in 1785. It contains a number of stores and mills, 8 printing 
offices, 1 academy, and 4 ehurches, &c. The surrounding country is very fertile, 
and abounds in coal and iron. Population about 1000. 

Hew Geneva, Fayette co., Pa., is pleaaantlv situated on the right bank of 
the Monongahehi, at the mouth of Geor^'s creek. It contains about 100 dwet 
lings, a large steam flour mill, and a glasis factory. . 

Brownayillt^ Fayette co.. Pa., at the intersection of the National Road, and 
the Monongaheladiver. It occupies an importaniporat as a place of business, enjoy- 
ing the adviintages of the National Road, and the- improved navisation of the riven 

Tbc ioexhaustible beds of coal in the vi^iaity, must eventually make it a great 
mauufacturing place. The town contains a bank^ 7 churches, several foundries, 
and machine shops, a number of mills, glass, and other factories, of various 
articles. There is a splendid bridge over the Mopongahela, built in 18o*2, 630 
feet long, and cost $50,000. Brownsville was incorporated in 1815, and now 
contjiins a population of about 5000. 

Monongahela City, Washington co.. Pa., on the M(mongahela, ^ the 
moutli of Pigeon creek. Iron, coal, and salt, abound in the surrounding country. 
This town is noted as being the place where the insurgents held a great m<ieting 
in 1794, during the Whitky Insurrection, Since the ye^ 1830, it has increased 
rapidly. It contains 2 glass factories, 3 saw mills, 2 carding machines, and 6 
churches. Population about 1800. 

Elizabeth, Alleghany co.^ Pa., is a beautifully located manufaoturiog 
town, on the Monongahela, 16 miles above Pittsburg. The town was laid out in 
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1787. The completion of tbe Modoogahela slaek water nayigation, lias greatly vBt- 
creased the commercial adtaiitages of this place. The town Qontains i chorches, 8 
shipyards, several saw mills, and glass, woolen, and other manit^tories. Pop. 280(K 

Braddock's Field, is in Alleghany connty, on the hanks of the Monongai^ 
hda, 10 miles shore Pittsbnrg. This field will long he rememhered and Yisited^ 
as it is the spot where Washington first disi4ayed those high qoalities of a maD, 
and a general, which, in after life, enUtle4 him to the respect of his country. 

Birmingham, is a large mannfactnring town, situated on the south side of 
the MonongaheU, 1 mile from the center of Pittidmrg. It has 3 churches, 1 market 
house, and several lar^ glass factories, and iron foundries. A very la^ capita] 
is employed here, in the various manufactories. Population, 4000. 

THE ALLEGHAHY KIYEE 

Rises In the northern part of PennsyWania, and flows in a north-westerly 
direction through the soatherti ^art of New 4 ork, thence retnraing to PennsyWania ; and 
after pursuing a general south-west direction of 400 miles, unites with the Monongahels 
al Pittsburg. The waters of this river are pure and clear, while those of the Monon^diela, 
are colored by the soil througlf which it flows. Vast quantities of lumber are sawed 
along this river, and floated in t^fts to Pittsburg and towns below. It is navigable for 
keel boats, about 350 miles. IT he country between the Alleghany and Moaougahela 
rivers, is the richest coal region :in the Union. 

Olean, Cattaraugus co., K. Y., on the Alleghany river, at 4he junction of 
Olean creek. This is a floui'ishiog village. The Ocnessee Yallqr Canal, which 
connects it with Rochester, terminates here. The line ,or the Erie Railroad, which 
connects New York and Dunkirk, on Lake Erie, passes through the place. The 
width of the Alleghany, is 20 rods, and its channel free from obstructions. It 
is estimated that more than 200,000,(U)0 feet of lumber, of excellent quality, is 
annually sent to various places along the rivet. Population about 1000. 

Warren, county seat of Warren co., Pa., on the right hank of the AUeg* 
hany river, and on the Sunbury and Erie Railroad, near the mouth of Conewango 
creek. During the spring, the^ town is alive with the bustle and activity of 
lumber merchants, preparing to depart for below, with their long train of rafts* 
Popuktion about 1200. "■ ^ 

Franklin, county seat of Yenango co., Pa., 00 tiie Alleghany, near the 
mouth of French creek. It was laid c^t ip 1795, and contains the usual county 
hnildings, and 6 churches. There are Qeveral large mills aild furnaces in the 
vicinity, from which, the town derivea ati extensive trade. During high water, 
the Alleghany is navigable from Pittsburg to this place, a distance of 124 milea 
The dams on French creek afford immense water-power for mills. There is a 
splendid bridge across the river here. Population about 1200. 

Kittanning, seat of justice of Armstrong co.. Pa., on the left bank of th^ 
Alleghany, near the center of the county, iri% formerly the site of an old Indian 
town of the same name. It was laid out \^ 1804. It contains the county building8| 
m academy, a female seminary, ai|d several churches. Population 2100. 

Free port, Armstrong cq*., Ps , is a flowrieihiQg town on the right bank of 
the river, and Pennsylvania Canal. Many salt wells are now in snccessfdl 
operation. Freeport contains a number of woolen factories and mills. Pop. 1200. 

Sharpshnrg, is pleasantlv sitdaited on the right bank of the Alleghany, 
i miles above Pittsburg. It Is 4 flourishing village. It has several large ship 
yards, from which a number • of st^am and keel boats are annually launched 
Population, about 2000. > ' ' ^ 

Lawrenceyille, named i^bonjpr of Captain Lawrence, of the U. S. Navy, is 

{leasantly situated on the left bank df the Alleghany, 2i miles above Pittsbure. 
n the center of the town, there is jan U. S. Arsenal, at which are stor^ 1^ 
wrts of military equipments, which 'are shipped west and south, as occanoa 
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requires. The town coDtaiQS 4 cbuit^hcs, and a lyceam. It was at this pUot 
G«Qeral WashiDgton, in 1753, came tear losing his life, \>y attempting to croM 
the river on a raft, when it was filled with floating ice. Population 1800. 

Alleghany City, is situated o^ the right hank of the Alleghany riyer, 
opposite Pittsburg. This city is slrid^ly a part of Pittsburg, though under a 
different corporation. Many of the business men of Pittsburg reside here. It 
has considerable commerce, and does a ki^ manufacturing businc&s ; employing 
a heavy capital. The city contains 20 cthirebes, of variouf denominations, § 
academies, 15 schools, and a popuhiti^n of 22,000. , 

The Western Theological Seminary, of the Presbyterian Clurch, was located 
here, in 1827. This institution, has bonneoted with it, a workshop for manual 
labor, and a library of 6000 volumes. 

Behind Seminary hill, is the Westenf Penitentiarv, an iiimense castle-built 
building, of the ancient Norman styk. It was completed in* 1827; at a cost of 
»183,092. 

N THE OBIO BI7£B 

Is formed by the junction of the AU^hany^* and Jttnwngahda at Pittsburg, in 
Lat 40^ 82^ N., and after a meandering eciurse of 1007 miles, enters the Missis- 
sippi in Lat. 87^ north, 172 miles below St. Louis, and 990 mi)^ above New 
Orleans. Tributary rivers and creeks, to the number of 76, empty into the Ohio, 
between Pittsburg and its mouth, the principal of which, are described in their 
proper places, in this work. And there arc, at least, 100 considerable Islands, 
besides a great number of tow heads and sand bars. ' Some oi these Islands are <tf 
exquisite beauty, covered with trees of the most beautiful foliage. 

No river in the world, rolb for so gfeat a dtttence, such a uniform, smooth, 
and placid current. Its banks are generally high, and precipitous, rising into 
bluffs, cliffs, and hilk ^ JDmetimes to the height of 400 to 500 feet. Between 
these hills and the river, there is geiierally a strip of land, of unequal width, 
called bottom. These hills and bottoms, are mostly cohered with a dense growth 
of gigantic forest trees, exhibiting a wild and picturesque grandeur. The scenery 
along the Ohio, although not possessing the savage grandeur of parts of the 
Mississippi, and Missouri, is of surpassing loveliness and beauty ; especially in 
the spring, when the trees, vines, and other plants are putting forth their exube- 
rant foliage and blossoms. The graceful curves and bends of the river, exhibiting, 
in the distance, one range of hills, laped on to another, with beautifully rounded 
tops, and covered with the verdure of an almost unbroken forest, produce a series 
of splendid views rarely found. 

The Ohio river flows through a greater extent of rich Iron and Coal regions 
ihan any other river, probably, in the world. Building stone, of fine quality, 
and great variety, is found in exhanstible quantities, on and near its banks. And 
most of the tributaries, also, extend into and run through regions of country, 
containing vast mineral wealth. And for agrienltural purposes, and timber in 
great variety, the extent of country drained, (more than 200,000 square miles) 
18 unequaled in richness and fertility. 

The medial width of the Ohio, during ordinary stages of water, from Pittsbunr 
to its mouth, is about half a mile \ but in some places it expands to a mile and 
more, and at other points, it contracts to leu than half a mile. The average 
*ange between high and low water, is neaHv 50 feet, but during the highest floodS| 
t has risen, at Cincinnati; to the height of 68 feet above low water mark. 

• " In tracing the Ohio to its sourcQ, we roust regard the Alleghany as its proper con* 
tinuation, • • • # a boat maf start with sufficient water, within seTen miles of 
Lake Erie, in sights aometinies^ of the sails which whiten the approach to the harbor of 
Buffalo, and float securely down the Conewango, -or Caseadaga, to the Alleghany, dowa 
the Alleghany to the Ohio, and theuce uninterruptedly to the Oulf of Meixico.''— JSfld •• 
He UiaaMppi and Okia rioen. 
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The Ohio is generally navigable for steainen of the largest ehiSy from Pitt»> 
Imrg to its month, at all seasons, except for a short jperiod dnring dry snmmet 
months, and sometimes a few weeks obstnietion hj ice, in serere winters. The 
smaller boats are never stopped running bj low water. 

Pittibnrg, the principal city of Western Pennsylvania, is ritnated on a 

point formed by the jane- 
tion of the Alleghany 
and Monongahela rivers. 
. It is 251 miles west of 
Harrisburg, the capital 
[of the State, and 357 
! miles west by north from 
^ Philad^phia. Perhaps 
its sHe is unrivaled in 
the ' world -— surrounded 
by inexhaustible beds of iron, coa), &o., and with a navigation of about 50,000 
Bules, which gives it access to the richest and most fertile'regions of the globe. Its 
early history is very interesting^ The Governor of Canada (then under dominion 
of the French) having formed the design of connecting that province with Louisi- 
ana, by a line of defenses ext^ding from the Lakes to the Mississippi, had estab- 
lished a post at the mouth of French creek, and was about to taxe possessioA 
M <Hhe Forks," as the site of Pittsburg w^ then called. Gov. Dinwiddie, of 
Virginia, dispatched George Washington, in October, 1753, to demand of the 
French commander his designs. On his route, he stopped at << the Forks,'' and, 
thinking it a proper place for the erection of a fort, communicated it to thi 
Governor. The following spring, th^ Virginia Ohio Compafijfr commenced ereot- 
ing fortifications on it. While encaged in doing so, on the 17th of April, 1754, 
Monsieur de Contricoeur, a French officer, arrived with 300 canoes, containing 
1000 French and Indians, and 18 cannon, and compelled them to surrender. 
This was the commencement of the French and Indian wars, which continued 9 
years. The French gave to the fort the name of Fort Duquesne, and occupied 
it until the 24th of November, 1758, when Gen. Forbes, of Pennsylvania, »id 
Col. Gkorge Washington, having march^ against tjiem, they set fire to, and/ 
evacuated it. Gen. Forbes took possession .the next day, and called it Fort Pitt, 
in honor of the Earl of Chatham. Little improvement was made until after the 
Revolution. In 1775, the number of hctuses did not exceed 30. In 1786, the 
first newspaper was printed here. After 1795, the city improved rapidly. 

In 1801, James Berthone & Co., coo^menced the building of ships, and in 8 
years, 5 or 6 ships and schooners were ^nishod and sent to sea. 

Pittsburg is now the great mart for the i/restem part of New York, Virginia^ 
and Pennsylvania. It is connected witl^ Philadelphia and the Atlantic cities by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, and, during the canal-boating season, by the Penn- 
sylvania Canal for the carriage of heavy freight. The population of the city 
proper, is about 55,000. On the opposite side of the Alleghany, is Alleghany 
City, with a population of about ^2,000, connected with Pittsburg by three 
bridges, a canal, and aqueduct. On the opposite side of the Monongahela, is Bii^ 
mingham, also connected with the city by a splendid bridged This place has a 
large number of manufactoriesi ainl is rapidly increasing. Adjoining it, is South 
Pittsburg. The district within 5\mile8-of the center of Pittsburg, embracing 
Alleghany city, Manchester, Birmingham, SligO, Minersville, East Liberty, Scotts* 
field, South Pittsburg, &c., is estimated to coi^tain a population of 175,000. 

The city suffered very q^pjasly in 1845, >y one of the krgest conflagrations 

that has been known in America. Th^ ftre ^rqke out on the 11th of April, on 

the oorner of Third and Market streets, and swept over a spaoe of about fifby-six aorea 

—-twenty squares, and several parts oi squares, consuming 1000 brick building8| 

.? . ... \ h ' . ■"•' 
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many of them running from street to street This was the most wealth/ and 
business portion 6f the citr. Many large stores, foundries, manufactories, dwell- 
ingSy churches, hotels, and the bridge across the Mononffahela were entirely con- 
sumed. The destrucUoft of property was estimated at hetween 19,000,000 and 
♦10,000,000. 

Pittsburg is a great manufaoturing city. Iron casting, and iron mongery of 
every description, steam engines, cutlery, nails, glass, paper, wire, steamboat 
building, and many other branches, are carried on here to a large extent It 
has about 60 churches, a theoWical seminary, and % university, a merchants' 
exchange, a number of fine schools, a museum, a theater, and one of the finest 
court-houses in the United States. There is abo ah arsenal, consisting of an 
inclosed plot of 31 acres, containing a magazine of arms, a powder maganne, 
&c. The Western Penitentiary of Sie State is also located here. The city is 
supplied with clear and wholesoi^e water, raised from the Alleghany by steam 
power, to a reservoir on Grant's hill, 395 feet above the level of the Ohio. The 
t>asin is 11 feet deep, and will cotitain 1,000,000 gallons. The water is conducted 
through the city in iron pipes. 

Kanchester, Pa., 2 milesbelow, isafiourishingmanufaetunngtown. Pop- 
ulation about 2000. The United States Marine Hospital is just below this. 

Mlddleton, Pa., 9 miles below, is a small village in Alleghany co. 

SewiokleyyilU, Pa., 2 miles below. Population about 1000. A semin- 
ary for boys is located here. 

Bconomy, Pa., 6 miles below, is a settlement made by George Rapp, a Qer- 
man, who, with a number of his countrymen, of the ^ligioms order called Har- 
monists, first settled in 'Butler co., Pa. From thence, they all removed to the 
Wabash, and built the village of New Harmony. Tbey numbered^ then, aboat 
800. New Harmony was purchased, in 1814, by Robert Owen, and Rapp and 
his followers established themselves at Economy. The Harmcmists hold their 
property in common. They have a number of gpod mills here, and are noted 
for their industry and sobriety. The population of Sconomy is about 1400. 

Mr. Rapp died in 1847, at a very advanced a^o. He was highly respected| and 
ably qualified for the station he occupied as the head of this*community. 

Baden, Pa., a small village, 4 miles below* ^ 

Freedom, Pa., is a ffmall village, 2 miles below. Pqmlation about 600. 

Soehester, Pa., 4 miles below, at the mouth of Beaver river. The Ohio 
and Pennsylvania Railroad passes along the bank of the Ohio, from this point to 
Pittsburg. Population about 1200. 

Be aye r, 1 mile below, in Beaver co., Pa., at the mouth of Beaver river, is a 
thriving town, possessing great water-powek: advantages, derived from the Falb of 
Beaver. A branch of the Ohio Canal extends from Akrota, in Summit county, 
Ohio, to the Beaver division of the Pennsylvania Canal, aoar Newcastle, m 
Mercer county — length, 88 miles. The Beaver division of the Pennsylvania 
Canal runs from Beaver to the head of slack-water navigation on the Shenango — 
distance, 31 miles. Numerous mills and manufacturing establishments are ia 
operation in and around Beaver, and several small villages are scattered along the 
river, within a short distance of it. ' Population about 2300. 

Jacobaburg, Pa., opposite Beaver. • 

Georgetown, Pa., 14 miles below, and 1 imle above the Ohio line, is a 
small village. Population about 300. 

Glasgow, Pa., opposite Georjojfett^Krn.* Here is the. lerminus of the Sandy 
and Beaver Canal. 

Liyerpool, 4 miles below, is a pleasaikt village in Columbiana co., 0. Pop- 
ulation about 2000. An extensive busiaess is carried on here, in the maaafiM- 
ture of earthenware. 
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WellsYille, 0., 4 miles below, in the same co/, is the terminus of the CleToIanj 
ai&d Pittsburg Railroad. This to?m was |aid out by Wm. Wells, in 1824, and 
now contains a population of about 2000. The landing for steamboats is gooi 
It is an important point for the shipment of produce — the surrounding coontiy 
being fine for agricultural purposes, and the cOut^tj the best in Ohio for wool-growing. 

Nearly opposite, this place, the well-known desperate battle between Adam Poe, hit 
brother, and a party of Indians, is said to have taken place ; and 2 miles below, near tbi 
Bouth of Great Yellow creek, the locality of the marder of the family of Logt&» tk« 
Mingo Chief. 

ElliottsYille, Jefferson co., O., 8 miles below. 

Hewburg, O., 2 miles below, in the same co. 

SteubenvilleiO miles below, is the county seat of Jefferson co.,0. Fori 
Steuben was erected here in 1789, on the spot now occupied by the Female Semin* 
try. It was, guarded by a company of troops commanded by Col. Beattie. Al 
the period of Wayne's rictory it was deserted. 

Steuben ville is beautifully situated on an elevated plane, and contains a popo- 
lation of about 8000, 12 churches, 5 public, and 4 select schools^ 1 mail 
academy, and a splendid female seminary. In the town and vicinity, there an 
a number of large flouring mills, a paper mill, 5 woolen factories, one of them 
manufacturing into cloth GOQOO pounds of wool annually, 2 cotton, and 2 glaas 
manufactories, 3 iron foundries, a steam saw-mill,. 2breweries, and several manu&o- 
lories of copperas in the vicinity. In the neighboring country, much attentioB 
is paid to the rearing of Merino and other superior breeds of sheep. Through i 
great portion of this region, there are inexhaustible beds of stone-coal. 

Three miles below Steubenville, was the former site of the old Mingo towiii 
and residence of Logan, the celebrated Indian chief. • It is now occupied as &nni 
The terminus of the Steubenville and Indiana Railroad is at Steuben villa, and 
directly opposite, in Ya., U that of the Stuebenville and Pittsburg Railroad. 

Wellsburg, 7 miles below, formerly called Charleston, is the oountysflal 
of Brooke co., Va., 873 miles from Richmond, the capital of the State, ft mi 
laid out in 1789, and is beautifully situated on an elevated bank of the river. Ik 
contains 6 churches, 2 white flint glass manufactories, 1 glass-cutting skop, 1 
paper mill, 1 cotton factory, 5 large warehouses, 6 flouring mills, 1 woolen ^otory, 
2 printing offices, 1 bank, and a population of about 3000. The manufEuitaring 
oi earthen and ^one ware is carried on here extensively. Extensive coal mines an 
worked in the vicinity. 

Warrenton, sometimes called Warren, 7 miles below, in Jefferson oo., 0.| 
is a small village, containing about 300 inhabitants. 
Tiltonsville, 0., 3 miles below, in Jefferson co. 
Burlington, 0., 4 miles below, in Belmont co. 

Kartinsville, 1 mile below, in the same co., is a flourishing villagOf ooo* 
iaining 3 churches, and about 500 inhabitants. 

Wheeling, 1 mile below, is the county seat of Ohio co., Va. It ia 264 

iniles from Richmond, 
' and 351 from Washing 
ton city. It lies oft 
botti sides of Wheeling 
^reek, t>ver which, thcrt 
is a beautiful stone bridge. 
The city stands on a high 
bank of the river, ssa^ 
rounded by bold hills, 
in which abundance of 
stone-coal is foond. II 
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contains a population of about 14,000, has 14 churches, 2 acadefnies, 8 hanks, vA 
a savings institution, a lai^ number oi stores and conuoiision^uaei, iron found* 
ries, steam-^BUgine factories, glass houses, woolen vb<1 cotton factories, pager mills, 
saw-mills, white and sheet lead and cqiperas factories, 6 or 8 priating omces, anj 
many flourishing milb in its yicinitj. A larse number of steamboats are owned 
here. The National Road passes through Wheeling. The citj is supplied with 
water from the river, raised bj machinery. •> 

Wheeling is the western terminus of the Baltimoic and Ohio Railroad, ako 
of the Hempfield Railroad, conneeting willi the Penn. IL R. at Greensburg, Pi 

The splendid wire suspeuMon bridge, 0ver the Ohio, at this place, built at a oosi 
of over 1200,000, was blown down during a gale, in May, IBM.* The following 
description of this bridge is from a former edition of the River Guide. 

'* The spun is the longest in the world, being lOlO feet It is 92 feet shore 
low water mark^ 21 feet wide, and supported by 12 wire cables, each 1380 feet 
long, and 4 Inches in diameter, and each containing 572 strands of No. 10 wire; 
There is a carriage way of 17 feet, and 2 foot-paths, each 3} feet wide. The 
towers on the Wheeling; side are 153} feet above low water mark, and 60 feet 
above the abutment on which it stands ) on the other side they are 21 feet lower. 
This stupendous structure was built by a company of capitalists, who obtained t 
charter in 1847." 

Fort Henry, at tha mouth of Wheeling creek, the first settlement was formed 
here in 1769, by 3 brothers of the name of Zane. together with a small party of enugraats. 
The fort, however, was not built till 1774, aad was at first called Fincastle ; but in 177S. 
the name was changed to that at Henry, in honor of Patrick Henry, the eloquent and 
patriotic Governor m. Yirginia- Daring Dunmore's war it was a place of refuge for 
settlers. 

Bridgeport, opposite Wheeling, in Belmont co., O., is a depot of consider- 
able importance, from which goods are forwarded through that part of Ohio, br 
the National Road. It contains 1 church, several mills, and warehouses, a bruwn 
of the State Bank of Ohio, and a population of about 500. 

Bellaire, O. , 4 miles below^ in Belmont co. This is the terminus of the 
Central Ohio RaUroitd. 

Hannyvijle, Ya., 8 miles below, at the mouth ef Little Grave creek. 

Elizabethtown, Va. , 1 mile below, is the«ounty seat of Marshall co. It ii 
situated on the upper side of Big Grave creek. On the lower side of the creek 
is MOUNI)SVILLE. United, they cont^ a population of about 1200, a print- 
ing office, several stores, an academy, and a steam flouring mill. The Baltimon 
and Ohio Railroad passes through the plaee. 

Big Grav^ Creek, affords some matter of curiosity to the traveler. A 
short distance tp the creek is the largest Indian mound, perhaps, in the United 
States. It is between 80 and 40 rods in circumference at the base, and about 
75 feet high. Its sides arc covered with aged trees. The mound may be seen 
from steamboats pasiung along the river. Grave creek was settled in 1770 by 
Joseph Tomliuson, who, with a small party, emigrated from Maryland. 

Opposite Grave creel^ in Ohio, in 1790, stood Fort Dillies. • 

SteinerTille, 8 miles beIow« is a small village in Belmont co., O., at the 
mouth of Captina creek. Near this place, a most bloody contest took place be- 
tween the Americans and Indians, in May, 1794, known as the battle of Captina. 

Clarinipton, 7 miles below, is a small village in Monroe co., 0., at the 
mouth of Sunfish creek. Population about 400. The county is generally hilly, 
and the western part abounds in iron ore and coal. A large amount oi tohaooo 
is grown here. 

■ 111. ^ » .11,1 I H i ,1 I II *< .1 I ■ ■ 

* The Towers, 4e., not beii^; injured, a tempefary structure, lomf. 10 fe^ wide, hat 
since been erected. 
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Hew MartlniYill^y Mpitel«f Wetselco., ya.,8mile8beloWy at the moatli 
of Fishing creek, contaias a ooort-hoose, a number of stores, and about 300 
iDhabitanrs. 

Siiteriville, Va,, 9 milet be)fw, in Tyler oo. It has a good landing for 
steamboats, and is the terlninna of several turnpike roads. Cc^ and iron are 
found near. Popuktion about 1100. 

Hewport , 12 piiles below, in Washington, co., O. Population about 700^ 

Marietta, 19 miUs below, at the ^outh of the Muskingum rircr, is the 
county seat of Washii^ton co., O., and a place of considerable importance in the 
history of the State* Near this spot, on the right bank of the Muskingum, at its 
junction with thie Ohio, the second military p^st in ^the Stfite, was built in the 
autumn of 1785, by a party of troops, under the command of Major John 
Doughty. They erected a fort called Fort Harmar. On the 7th of April, 1788, 
a party of 47 men, under the direction of General Rufus Putnam, landed here, 
having been sent out by the Ohio Company to form a permanent settlement on 
its purchase This was the first permanent settlement in Ohio. General St. 
Clair, who had been appointed Governor, not bavitog arrived, temporary laws 
were formed for the government of the settlers, and publish^ by nailing to a 
tree. Return Jonathan Meigs was appointed to iHcecute them. Many of these 
settlers were men of high character ; some qf them had served in the severe toils 
of the revolution. General Washington said of them, <^ There never were men 
better calculated to promote the wclfisre of such a community." On the 2d of 
July, a meeting was called on the bank of the Muskingum, and the Qame of 
Mariet^ given to the place, in honor of Maria Antoinette, Arch-Duohess of 
Austria. On the 2d of September, the first \ourt was organized with great 
solemnity, at Campus Martins Hall, (as the stockade was called,) Kufos Putnam 
and Benjamin Tupper, judges. This settlement experienced great privations and 
trials, during its early history, but improved rapidly. 

Marietta is built on a level plot of^greund^ sad part of it is liable to be over- 
flowed by the floods of the Ohio. It contains 8 churches, 2 voademfes, a college, 
2 public libraries, 1 bank, 2 printing offices, and a numUr of extensive maao- 
&oturing establishments. Population about 4500. 

Marietta is the terminus of the Marietta and Oinciimaii Sailroad, now ooih 
ttructing. 

Harmar, is on the south side of the Muskingum, opposite Marietta. It is 
fkvorably situated for manufacturing purposes, having the double advantage of 2 
rivers and the dam of the Muskingum. Steimboat oailding isearried on to a 
considerable extent, and there are several miUs^ and manufactories ?f different 
kinds. Harmar has a fine large hotel, a male and female acadeiny, and about 
1600 inhabitants. 

Muikingnm River, (Seepage 124,) 

Vienna, y a., 6 miles below Marietta, nearly opposite an island of the same name. 

Farkersbnrg, 7 miles below, is the county seat of Wood co., Ya., and is at 
the mouth of Little Kanawha river, ^t is a place of considerable business, and 
contains 4 churches, 1 printing offioe,'l bank, 4 steam mills, 2 tanneries, audi 
cardiog factory. Population nearly 4000. It is the terminus of a branch of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

Little Kanawlia Biver, rises in Braxon co., Ya., and after a course of 
150 miles, empties ii^to th^ Ohio at Parkersburg. Extensive veins of stone coal, and a 
number of salt spriilgs, aye in the country through which it flows. It is navigable but a 
few miles. ' ' / 

Belpre, oppesite Parkersburg, in Washington co., 0. 
Blannerhassettf^^i Island, 2 miles below, is celebrated as having been 
the residence of H^rm|in Hlannerhasset, an Irish emigrant of distinction, who, 
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alxmi the year 1798| commeneed improtiag il, and built a splendid mansion. Hii 
bdj was a highlj accomplished woman, and his house was the resort of the moit 
Uterarj and refined society. When Aareo Burr was projecting his famous exp»> 
cUtion, he called on Blannerhasset, induced him to join in the conspiracy, and 
embark all his wealth in the scheme. They were detected, arrested, and tried 
for treason. Although not con?icted, Bknnerhasset was ruin^. His splendid 
mansion was deserted and went to deoay^ and his pleasure grounds overrun with 
brush and weeds. 

Centre, O., isa small Tillage, nearly opposite the foot of the island. 

Troy» or Hockingsport, 12 miles below, in Athens co., O., isa small village, at 
the mouth of the Hockhocking river. Population about 250. 

The Hockhoeking Biver, rises in Fairfield co., O., winds through a hill/ 
fountrr about 80 miles, and enters the Ohio river at Troy. The name of the rirer is that 
giren to it by the Delaware Indians, and signifies a hoUh. 

This rirer is narigable for small crafts to Athens, the conntr Beat. 7 miles from Laa- 
easter, it falls oyer a ledge of rocks, about 40 feet perpendicular. Abore the falls it le- 
aemblos a bottle in shape, which probably gare rise to the name. The whole countij 
along it is full of w i l d i n d BiotMH sa q oe SMoerj. Kumerous andent mounds and fortifica- 
tions, are found north of Athens, some of them built of stone — differing entirely from 
anj found in the yicinitj. Some of them are of an eztraordiuairj size ; in one was found 
\ thousand perch of stone, out of which, a dam was oonstructed across the river. At 
Athens there is a flourishing unirersitj endowed with 2 townships of land. 

Belleville, 4 miles below Troj, in Wood qo., Va., at the mouth of Lee's 
creek, was settled in 1785, bv a partj of emigrants from Pittsburgh, under the 
direction of Joseph Wood, Esq. In. 1786, extensive blockhouses, surrounded bj 
pickets, were erected, to prevent the incursions of the Indians, from whom the 
settlers suffered severelj. It was the sc^e of ;nanj tragical events. 

Murraysvill^, 5 miles below, in Jacksop eo., Va. The business of steam- 
beat building is carried on here to some extent. < 

Shade Biveri 1 mile below, on the Ohio side, is a small stream whiek 
empties in the Ohio herel Its mouth was formerly called the <^ Devil's Hole." 
This was the point at which ihe Scioto Indians usually crossed the Ohio, after 
their predatory incursions into Virginia. 

BaTenswood, 11 guiles below, in Jackson co., Ya., has a population of 
about 850, 2 churches, % school houses, a number of ^etblretf) and a large saw and 
grist mill. The countij is hilly but generally very productive, and is finely 
adapted for grazkig, and many aheep and cattle are raised here. 

Letartsville, 28 mil^s below, is a small town in Meigs co., 0. It is situated 
just at the falls, and at the foot of the Inland bearing that name. 

Graham'f Siaiioni 6 miles below, in Meigs co., 0., a small place contain- 
tag about 150 inhabitants. v 

Baoine, 0., 1 mile below, is a small village. 

Minersville, 0., 6 miles below, immediately above Pomeroy. 

Fomeroy, 1 mile below, the county seat of Meigs co., O., is a flourishing 
town. It was settled in 1816, and the coal mines opened in 1832, In 1841, 
Pomeroy was made the county seat. It is situated on a narrow strip of land, 
running some distance along the river. lauoediately back of it is a rough, pre- 
cipitous hill, and the country in ^hc interior is wifd and romantic. It abounds 
with stone coal of a good quality, and large quantities are furnished to stcadi- 
boats and shipped to points below. In 1851, a con^aiiy was formed here for the 
manufacture of salt, and an extensive business is now carried on in that article. 
There are a number of large manufactories, foundries, mills, &c., established here, 
•mploying a heavy capital and a large number of hatncte. * Population 4000. 

Coalport, 1 mile below, is the principal mining p^int of^the Pomeroy eoia- 
mny. Railways are here built for the purpose of running down the coal firon 
nie mines to boats in the river. 
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Middleporty 1 mile Velow Goalport. These towns owo their increaae to the 
foal trmde, whieh is becoming moie extensive erery /ear. 

Sheffield adjoins Middlcport, and is a flourishing Tillage. 

West Columbia, 1 mile below, in Mason co., Ya., is a thiiring Tillage 
The raanufactoring of salt is carried on here to considerable extent 

Cheshire, 3 miles below, in Oallia co., O. 

Addison, 0., 3 miles helow, in same co. 

Point Pleasant, 4 miles below, at the month of the Great Kanawha riTer, 
k the conntjr seat of Mason co., Va. It is the site of the bloodiest battle erer foasht with 
the Indians in Virginia— the " battle of Point Pleasant/' on the lOth of October, 1774, when 
about 1100 Americans were attacked bja large body of Indian warriors, comprising the 
flower of theShawanee, Delaware, Mingo, Wyandotte, and Oqyahoga trib^, led on bj that 
famous warrior, Oomstidk. The battle continued all day, wheiLthe Indians finding them- 
selres about to be completely surrounded, retreated across the OWo* to their towns on the 
Scioto. Point Pleasant contaios 3 churches, sereral stores, a court-ho^^, 3 mills, 3 tanneries, 
and about 600 inhabitaaU. 

The Great Kanawha BiTer, is the principal stream of IVcstem Tlrginia. 
It rises in the Alleghany mountains, and, after winding through a highly picturesque and 
mountainous region, enters the Ohio at Point Pleasant. It is nariffable tor small steam- 
boats, to the Kanawha Salines — a distance of 60 miles from its mouth — where are the most 
eztensire salines in the western coHntry. The qtlaniity of salt manufactured annually ii 
about three millions of bushels. 

The scenery along the Kanawha is unsurpassed by any in the west. From the mouth of 
tiie rirer to Charleston, the county seat of Kanawha county, a distance of 55 miles ; it is 
pleasingljjr rariegated by feitile fidds and rough mountain landscapes. Above the salines, 
the river is broken by falls, and the county becomes mere mountainous. In the neighbor- 
hood of the falls are many places of ffreat interest. Araonff others, the" Hawk's Nest," or, 
as it has sometimes been called, '^Marshairs Pillar," a Dold projecting mountain peak, 
that rises to the height of 1000 feet ibote the river. 

Oallipolif , 4 miles helow, il the county seat of Gallia eo., 0. It is pleasantly 
aituated on a high bank. It was originally settled in 1791, by a party of French emigrants. 
It is a forwarding point for a large amount of produce. Population about 1000. 

Big Baooon Creek, enters the Ohio from (Pallia co.^ 5 miles below 
Oallipolis. 

Blandenjbnrgi 0., 6 miles d^Iow, in same co.| is a small village. 

Millersport, 14 miles below, is^a small village in Lawrence co.| O. Popa- 
lation about 150. 

Haikellvilley 0., a small villagei Similes below, in same co« 
Onyandotte, 10 miles below, in Cabell co., Va., at the month of Gnyandotle 
rirer, is the moat important point of steamboat embai-kation in Western Virginia, except 
Wheeling. The great stage route along the Kanawha to Winchester commencee here. It 
Is a flourishing place. Population about 1300. 

Gnyandotte Biver, rises in Logan co., Yt. It is a small stream. 
Proctor sville, a small village in Ohio, nearly opposite Ouyandotte. 

Burlington, 8 miles below, is the connty seat of Lawrence co., 0. Popn- 
Illation about 500. 

The country around Burlhigton, abounds, in iron ore. There are a large number of 
^raaces in operation. It is situated in the most southern extremity of the State. 

Big Sandy Biver, enters the Ohio, 4 miles below Burlington, and is the 
boundanr between Ky., and Va. It is formed by the junctibn of the east and viett' fbrlsB at 
lAm$a, Lawrence co.. Ky., about 50 miles from its mouth. The east fork rises in Tasewell 
»., Va.; the west fork in Russell co., Va. The east branch is some 150 miles in length, 
f he Big Sandy, and branches, flow through very extensive beds of bituminous coal, from 
which large quantities are annually mined and shipped to towns below, on the Ohio. It 
k nayigable for small steamers during high water, about 100 miles. 

Catlettsbnrg, at the mouth of the ^g Smdj river, in Greenup oo., Ej.| 
forms the extreme north-eastern point of the State. ^ 

Coal OroTe, Lawrence co.. 0., a small village,' 4 mil^irlielow. 

Ironton, Lawrence co., 0.,i5 miles below^.was oonuDfnced in Jane> 1849, by 
Hie " Ohio laoir akd Coal Company." It ia hwateduSn a bank of the river, above tHe highest 
idihets, In the midst of the richest iron and coal region of Ohio and Eeatucky. Alai|;e 
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•umber of blast fumacot are in Hie Tieinitf . It it eoniweted hj the Iron Railroad with <W 
mineral regions on the north. Steam engines, loeomotiTea, railway cars, machinery, stores^ 
hollow ware, axes, Ac, are manufactured extensirelj. There are, also, foundries, roUinf 
laills, planing mills, Ac. Popniation about 3000. 

Hftag^ing Book, 4 miles below, in Lawrence co., 0., derives its name from 
a eliff of rocks about 400 feet high, in the rear of the town. It is the principal shipping 
point for the iron manufactured in that region. The different mines in the Ticiniij mn 
f aonnected with this point bj means of Railroads. Population about 1000. 

Qreenupf burgh, 6 itailes below, is the county seat of Oreenup, eo.| Kj. Il 
U situated at the mouth of Little Sandy rirer. Population 350. 

Whoelersburgli, 8 miles below, in Scioto co., 0., is a flourishing town, with 
a poplulatioa of 800. 

f eiotoTille, 0., a small yilli^,3 miles below, in Scioto co. 

Fortimouth, 9 miles below^ county seat of Scioto co., is situated on a high 
bank, on the upper side of the mouth of the Scioto rirer, and at the terminus oi the Ohio 
Oaoal. It is 90 miles south of Columbus, the capital of the State. Portsmouth is a ]K>int 
of eonsiderable importance. A vast deal of business is transacted here, and the town is in 
a flourishing condition. It contains 8 or 10 churches, a fine court-house, a bank, a number 
of stores, rollinfl^, flour, and oil mills, carding machino^ foi]?e, nail factory, and sereral 
foundries, and 4 printing offices. Iron ore, coal, and fine buudine stone, are abundant in 
tha Tieioity. The population is about 5500. The Scioto and Hocking Valley Railroad ter* 
Biinates here. 

Scioto Biver, (See page 12i.) 

Springyille, Greenup co., Ky., opposite Portsmouth, coif tains a foundry, several 
manufactories, and a population of about 200. This county abonnds in fino beds of iroa 
aro. There are 10 blast furnaces in operation fn it. 

Alexandria, 8 miles below, in Scioto co., 0., is a small yillage. 

Bradford, 3 miles below, in same co. 

BoekYille , 11 miles below, in Adams co., 0., is a small yillage. It has miBi 
fir sawing stone, quarried in the yicinity. 
▼aneeburg, 2 miles below, in Jjetriseo., Ky., is a small yillage. P(^. 200. 
Borne, 7 miles below, in Adams co., O., is a small place. 
Concord, 7 miles below, a small yillage in Lewis co., Kj. Pop. about 200. 

Kanchester, 7 miles below, a thriving yillage in Adams co., 0., containt 
•ereral flouring mills, and factories ; |^pulation about 600. The first settlement withia 

na&atthis 



the Virginia military district was made at this point, in 1795, by G^n. Kathanlel 

Ka7fTille,12 miles below, county seat of Mason co., ^y. It was for mairr 
years known as " Limestone," from the creek of thai name, which here enters the Ohio, fi 
was settled in 1784, under the auspices of Simon Kenton. Col. Daniel Boone resided hern 
kk 1786. MaysTille stands on a high bank, and presents quite a beantlftil appearance from 
the rirer. It is surrounded by a range of bold and renlaot highlands. It is the depot for 
nods and produce in the nortneastern part of the State, and is the largest hemp market in 
the United States. Maysville was incorporated in 1833C It is a compactly built city, con 
taining a number of fine edifices; a handsome city-hall, a substantial stone jail, o or 9 
lurches, a hospital, 2 banks, 2 Inx^e seminaries, public and private schools, a number of 
printing offices, 2 steam cotton factories, 1 bagging factory, a wool-carding factors, 2 found* 
ries, 5 rope walks, S steam saw mills, a . large flouring mill, and dirers other factories ; a 
large number of stores, and commission houses, pork-Houses, lumber yards, d?c. Population 
about 7000. 

Aberdeen', on the opposite side of the river frapi Maysville, in Brown co., O., 
is a thriving village, coi^taining a population of about 900. 

Charles tdH, 7 miles below, in Mason co., Kj., ia a «mall village. 

' Bipley, 2* ^iles below, in Brown oo., 0., is a flourishing business town. It 
was laid out inlBl2, and was called Staunton ; it was changed to Ripley in honor of Gen. 
Ripley, a military officer, hij^hly esteemed by the settlers at this place It contains 1 bank, 
€ cburch^i a newspaper printing office, and about 2000 inhabitants. 
Lail'ama. 2 miles below, is a small village in the same co. 

Do^er, opposite Lavana, in Mason co., Ky., is a thriving village, in the eeater 
of the Ipbacco rsg^ion. Popul^ion 65U. 
Hig^glnspdrt, 4 miles below^ in Brown co.| 0.; is a floorisbing village. Popfa* 
" labouteso. 
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Augusta, 4 miles below, in Bracken co., Kj.; is hai^dsomelj situated. Thert 
hare been namerous boman bones ezearated from the eaiih in ▲.ai^atU, proTini^ it to bara 
beett a burial place in times long since irone hj. A resident of tbis town mentions bayiaf 
foand 110 skeletons in dlg^ng a cellar 60 bj 70 feet. 

Augnflta contains about 1*200 iohabitanU. Augusta college was founded in 1823, bj tba 
Methodist Episcopal Ghurch, being the first college erer instituted bj that Church. 

Boekspring, Ky., is a landing point, 4 miles below. 

Keehaniesbnrghy 4 miles below, is a small Tillage in Clennont co., 0. Popn- 
lation abont 300. 

Veville, 3 miles below, is a Tillage of conadisrable enterprise, in tbe sams 
•o. Population 350. 

FosterTille, a small Tillage opposite NoTille, in Kj. 

Moscow, O., 2 miles below NeTille. Population about 300. 

Point Pleasant, 3 miles below, a Tilh^^ in Clermont oo. Population 200. 
There are 3 large pork-packing establishments here. 

Belmont, opposite Point Pleasant, in Kj., is a small Tillage. 

Bew Bichmond, 5 miles below, in Clermont co., O., is a thriving business 
town, and the largest and most important one in the county. It cohtains about 3500 inhabitants. 

Palestine, 4 miles below, in tbe same co., is a plac^ of Considerable business. 
There is an eztensire brick-jard here. The brick are made bj machinery and shipped to 
Cincinnati by flat-boats. Population about 350. 

California, Hamilton co., 0.,is'a smaU Tillage near tbe moutb of tbe Little 
Miami. 

The Little Miami Biver enters the Ohio, about 15 miles below New 
Richmond, and 6 miles abore Cincinnati. .It flows through a very fertile country, adorned 
with fine farms. There are upwards of 50 inHl-seats on its banks. In the neighborhood of 
Yellow Springs, about 70 miles from its mouth, is a place called '* Clifton," which affords 
some of tne most beautiful scenery in tha west. Here the rirer, in the distance of a few 
miles, falls 200 feet. These falls have cut a narrow channel to a great depth, through solid 
rocks of limestone. The banks are corered with hemlock, cedar, and other evergreens. ^ In 
tome places, the stream is so narrow that a p€;fson can leap from bank to bank. The Little 
I4iami abounds in excellent fish. Toward th/^ mouth of the stream, the land borderiuj^ on it 
■i low, and is known by the name of the^^ Miami Bottoms" which are exceedingly iertile, 
lubject to overflow, during^/loodf in the Ohio, by " back water.'* It is not navigable. 

Columbia, 2 miles below, was originally designed for tbe great emporium of 
'he west. It was laid out by Major Benjamin Stites, in 1780, and a plat extends for mora 
' han a mile along the Ohio, reaching back about three-fourths of a mile. The site not being 
9and sufficient!}] high above tlie floods of the river, the project of a city was abandoned 
'i*he first church in Ohio was bailt hefe. 

Pendleton, a flourisbing town adjoining Columbia. 

Jamestown, Ky., a small Village, opposite tbe eastern limit of Cincinnati^ 
(formerly Fulton.) Population about 800. 
Brooklyn, Ky.) immediately jbelow, and adjoining Jamestown. 




Cincinnati , tbe county seat of Hamilton oo., and tbe largest city in tbe Western 
States, stands on the north bank of the Ohio river, directly opposite the mouth of Licking 
Iver, in N. Lat. 39© 6' 30", and west Lon^. from Washington, 1^ 24' 45" It is 476 miles by 
file river, from Pittsburg, 142 above Louisville, 500 frdni Washington City, 531 abore the 
mouth of the Ohio, and 1517 from New Orleans. It is situated in a beautiful valley of about 
13 miles in circumference, surrounded by hills. This valley is divided nearly in the center 
br the Ohio. The first settlement was'made here on th# 24th of December, 1788, by a party 
of men sent out under Matthias Denman. Col. Israel Ludlow, and Robert Patterson^ to im- 
prove a portion of the purchase made by Hon. Jolui Clevffes Symmes. This purchase embraaed 
a tract of 311,682 acres in the southwest quarter of th^ State, lying between the Great and 
Little Miami rivers. It extends alon^ the Ohio river ^a distance of 27 miles. One sqawa 
mile in each township was reserved for the use of schools, and section 29 in each townalup 
for the support of religious societies. ; 
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The murfy landed opposite the moath of the Liokinf , and laid oat a town called LoaantS- 
Tille. This name was, howeTer, abandoned in a shon time, and the name of Oincinnatft 
firen to it. In Februarj 178^, a putr under the immediate direction of Judge Sjinmet 
landed at what is now called North Bend, 15 miles below Cincinna^, and there laid ool 
what was intended to be a large citj, called Srmmes. In March, a detachment of soldiers 
mrrired at the Bend, to protect the settlers. There now existed coosidei^ble riralrj between 
the Uiree places — Columbia, Cincinnati, and North Bend» as to which would erentuallj 
become the chief seat of business. This rivalry was terminated in faror of Cincinnati, by 
the arririd of Major Doughty, from Fort Harmar, who built Foti Wa»hiLng(o9, to which, tlit 
troops from the Bend, were subsequently removed. - In Januaiy 1790, Oen. Arthur St. Clair, 
erganixed Hamilton county. In the same year. Gen. Harmar marched from Tort Washing 
to* against the Indians. In the next year, Qen. St. Clair started from the samt place on his 
ill-fated expedition. On his retdrn. Major Ziegler was appointed to the command of the 
Fort, and, in a short time after, was succeeded by Cd. Wilkinson, who was, in 1794, siie- 
eeeded by Capt. WiUiam Henry Harrison, (afterward I^resident of the United Sutea,) who 
retained it tilt 1798. 

In 1792, the first church was erected. Re^. James Kemper was the first pastor of it, and 
Dr. Joshua L. Wilson, the second, who filled that station npward of 40 years, until hia 
death, which took place in 1847. In 1703, Wmiam Maxwell established the first paper 
Borth of the Ohio river, at Cincinnmti, called t^e ** Sentinel of the Nortwestem Territory." 
On the 11th of January, 1794, two keel-boats, with bullet-proof covers and port-holes, and 
provided with cannon and small arras, sailed from Cincinnati to Pittsburg, each making a 
trip once in four weeks. During this period the town progressed but slowly. 

The population in 1795, was about SWS ; in 1800, 750 ; in 1810, 2540. From 1800 to 1813, 
H progessed ]>retty rapidly, and considerable trade was carried on with New Orleans, in 
keel -boats, which returnedr laden with foreign goods. The passage to New Orleans, occn- 

Sied 25 days, and the return, 86. In 1819, it was incorporated as a city, and in 1820, con- 
uned a population of 10,000 ; in 1830, 24,831 ; in 1840, 46,338 ; in 1&47, 90,000 ; in 1850, 
115,438 ; in 1856, 200,000 (estitiated.) 

The city now occupies every portion of that part of tha TaUey lying north of the Ohi« 
river. It is laid out with considerable regard to reffularitv ; the streets in the center of tho 
aity being^ broad, and intersecting each otner at right angles. Many of the hills surround- 
ing the city are adorned by statdy and elegant mansions, with ornamental grounds at»> 
tached ; while some of them are yet^eovered with groves of ancient forest trees. t 

In point of commercial importance, Cincinnati occupies a front rank in the West By 
means of the numerous steamers which are constantly piyinST ^ ^*<^ fro on the bosom of tm 
muestic river, which rolls gracefully on the south of the city, and the several canala and 
railroads which center here, Cincinnati is connected with every available point of import- 
ance in the great and highly productive valley of the Mississippi. The trade is not, howerer, 
eenfined to the interior ; and a vast amount of foreign importation and exportation is done. 
The branch of business that excels all others in Cincinnati, is the pork- business, which is 
carried on more extensively here than at any other place in the world. The value of pork 
annually exported from Cincinnati, is estimated at over $5,500,000. 

Cincinnati is the center of many extensive railway linei ; the ones having their terminil 
here, are the Little Miami, connecting with many important roads in various directions, 
(K. 7., Phila., Bait., Washington, Ac.) The Cincinnati, Hamiltdh, A Dayton, having, 
also, many importnnt connexions, east, north, and nprth-west The Ohio and Mississippi, 
with its connexions. The Covington and Lexington, with lines penetrating the southern 
Btates. The Dayton and Cincinnati, (Short Line,) with a tunnel some two mtfaf in length at 
Cincinnati, consfri/cfta^. Many extensive lines, doing a vast amount of buak^ess, enter tho 
city over these rnads^as the (Jincinnali 4t Indianapoli$; the HarnUUm, Ba0im if Ridmmnd; 
the dnemnati <& Chicago; the Mad River ^ Lake Erie; the CUtdand 4* Gskimfrta; the dnan- 
flMfi, Wilmington <b ZanesoilU; the Cincinnati & MarirUa; Ae,. Ac. 

Two CanaU have their terroinii here, also, the Miami Canal, extending to Lake Erie, at 
Toledo ; and the Whitewater Canal penetrating the heart of Indiana. 

Manufacturing is entered into here with great enerey, and employs avast amount of capital. 
Kumerous mills and factories are in operation, besides foundries, planing mills, saw 
mills, rolling mills, flour mills, type foundries., machine shops, distilleries, Ac, Ac. Nearly 
all kinds of machinery is driven by steam, and there are now between 200 and 300 steam 
engines in operation in the city. Steamboat building is an extensive and important branch 
of Dusiness here. 

The Fire Departmmt of Cincinnati is second to none in the Union !n point of efficiency. 
Steam fire engines are employed, chiefly, and the pay system adopted, instead of the old 
plan of volunteer companies. 

The Public Buildings of Cincinnati are numeroui, and many of theni handsome specimena 
of architecture. 

The dneinnati Ohoervatory was built by public contribution, and is a line, stent bnildinf 
situated on a beautiful hill to the east of the city, called Mount Adams, hi honor of the lato 
«i-president, who officiated on the occasion of laying the corner stone, on flit 9th of Norem- 
ber, 1843. The telescope is from the manufactory of Mentz A Mahlet ofMonidi. Itis aa 
oxctllent instrument, of fine finish and vast power. Its cost was $10,000. 
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The Mechanie9* InHftutt is a splendid bonding;. It iras erected bj Tolantary subsedptiont 
U the citizens. The design of the institution i* a noble one— that of improving the intel- 
leetaal condition of the worlcinj? man. Attached to the institution is a large library and 
leading-room. An annual fair, lor U^e encoungem^Dt of tlie meehanici^ "^^^f ^* ^^^^ ^^ (^ 
kail of the institute. 

The Mannic Hall is a fine edifice. It was eveeted b/ the fbcietj of Freematoos of Oincin* 
maa. and cost $30,000. 

The Odd FeUows* HaU, it * fi»e« brick building, belonging to the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. ^ 

The CkneinnaiiCoUege Edjfice, is a fine building. The front is of a¥apry hard, compact, g^rer 



limestone, and presents a chaste And beautiful appearance. The building is occupie 
'*''"''''' » .. -rr . „ » LAai ASSOCIATIO 
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partly, by the Chamber of Go^tmerce, and the Young Mbn's Muusantilb LiaaAaT Associatiom« 
This Association cousist^ of about 2500 members, with a librarj of 29,000 
all the principal American and foreign periodicals. 

The Burnet House, is one of the most spacious hotels in the United States. It was built 
by a company of capitalists of this city, and named in honor of Judge Burnet, one of th« 
•arly pioneers of the West. The whole cost of the t>uildine, was $300,000. It contains 343 
rooms, and the furniture cost $100,000.' The dome is 100 feet from the basement. Besides 
the Burnet House, there are the Bromdway H'td, the Woodruff House, the Wiims House, th« 
H'oZitti^ StreH House, the Demnison House, the United St^Uj' Hotel, the Gibson House, the Hemnt 
House, the Waverl^ House, and tke Spencer House, one of the largest hotels in the city. 

The city contains about 100 churches of different denominjU.ion8v u^m^ of \hem splendid 
edifices, and 5 or 6 Synago^es. 

The Hamilton county Gmrt House is a vast pile, built in the if ost durable and substantial 
manner, and cost the county over $1,000,000. The front is of a light grey, very hard, com- 
pact limestone. 

The Custom House, is a floble structure, and an ornament to the city. The material used 
for the outer walls ii a light colored, fine grained freestone. 

There are two Theaters here — the NatiOittU and ^e PeopU*s, 

The institutions of learning in Cincinnati a/e numerous and well sustained. There Art 
5 medical colleges, viz : the (Mto Medical, the l^m MoiUcal, the Eclectic Medical, the Botenses^ 
Medical, and the Ohio College of Dental Surgery. These are all flourishing institutions, and at 
ably conducted as any in the country. 

The Wesleyan Female College, St. Xarier College, and the Woodward College, or High 
School, are well regulated institutions, and extensively patronized. There are many priratt 
schools and seminaries, which hold a prominent place in the esteem of tka citizens ; but 
there are none which are looked on with so much pride as the Common or DisraiCT Schools. 
The city is divided into fifteen school districts, each having a school house capable of accom- 
modatiiig from 500 to 700 pnpUs. In connection with the common schools, tnere is a Cenirml 
High Sc&ol, to which, those scholars who have made sulScient advancement in the district 
schools arc sent. They here have an opportunity of studyinfr the languages and the highosi 
branches of science. It is (Resigned to make this schoc^ eqaa^ tp the bpst in the country. 

About 5 miles to the n6rth-west of the city is Spring Grove Cemetery, It is a beaotifiil 
place, well laid out and adorned with shade trees and shrubbery, and compriung about 350 
seres, a large poition of which is still covered with native forest trees. 

The Water works of Oincianati is an object of some interest. The water is forced, by 
means of powerful steam engines, from the river on. to a hill, about 50 rods distant, and near 
SOO feet aoove the level of Sie lowest part of the city ; it is then conducted, by means of iroa 
pipes, through the city ,* thuaaffording a full supply of excellent water to eveiy inhabitant. 

The city is lighted with gas by the Cincinnati Gas Light and Coke Company. 

The printing and publishing of books, periodicals, Ac, is a ver^ important branch of 
business in Cincinnati. A very large capital is invested in it, and it is carried on to a muek 
greater extent than in any other western city. Type and Stereotype founding are also im* 
portant branches of business here, closely connected ^vith the printing and book trade. 

In the county, the cultivation of the gfape is carried on very extensively. 

Newport, on the south bank of the Ohio river, at the mouth of Licking Tiymtf 
opposite Cincinnati, in Campbell Co., Ey. Newport is rapidly increasing in population 
and wealth. The town contains a number of churches, several schools, a Targe number of 
stores, mills, factories, &c Population about 10,000.^ 

At the mouth of Licking is an old United States' recruiting station, the buildings belong- 
ng to the station were, someyears since, rebuilt in a neat and handsome manner. 

A steam ferry plies from dincianati every few minutes in the day. A beautiful wire sot 
pension bridge, across the Licking, connects Newport with Covington. 

Licking Biver. — This is a very remarkable stream, and witb but little 
sxpenBe conlu be made of immense value to the State. It is usually fnxn 50 ts 100 TAids 
vide, with high steep banks, and in many places, even In low water, is mqrei^a^SO feat 
deep. 1'hc average aej>th for 60 miles aoove its mouth« during two*thiraa't>f the year, 
«Kcept on the rJppies, will no doubt exceed 6 feet. It is generally ii|uddy^.with Sot rery 
little current The shores are covered with large forest trees, whose gigantic limbs almost 
touch each other. The State commenced some years silice to improve, by mesiis of locks. 
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(ft thing which could eftsilj be accompliahed,) the nairigatioQ of this rirer, but the projul 
was ftmindoned. 

Daring high water, light draught eteamboftts can, without dif&cultj, ascend 50 or N 
aii]ea. This river rises in the Cumberland mountains, Floyd co., Ky., and after pursoiag 
ft north-westerljr course of 180 miles, empties into the Ohio opposite Cincinnati. 

Covington, on the lower side of the month of the Licking, in Kenton co^ Ej., 
U built on a beautiful plane. Population about 15,000.^ The streets are laid out so as to 
appear from the hills back of Cincinnati as a continuation of that city. Covington is ia i 
highly flourishing condition, and bids fair to become a very large city. A steam ^rry makes 
intercourse between it and Cincinnati easy. It contains a fine city-hall, 10 or 13 churdiei, 
a very richly endowed theological college, belonging to the Baptists, and a large number of 
manufactories of diffsreBt kinds. Covington is the terminus oT the €?ovington and Lexington 
Railroad. 

Indnstry, 10 milts below Cincinnati^ in Hamilton co., 0., a small Tillage. 
It contains a large stove foundry, owned by am association of journeymen stove-moldsn 
Population about 200. 

Claysville, Kj., a small place nearly opposite Industry. 

Home City, 2 miles below Industry, in the same county, laid out for a town 
by an association styled ** Thx Cikoinnati Building Association." 

Horth Bendy 4 miles below, in Hamilton co., 0., near the mouth of tht 
Great If iaroi river, was the place originally laid out by Judge Symmes for the great city of tks 
west. All traces of a town have disappeared, and it is now noted as the former reside&eo 
ftnd grave of the lamented President Harrison. On a beautiful knoll, just below, his resaaiat 
are intetred. A plain built brick vault is erected over them, and is visible for several milsi 
up and down the river. Standing by its side, the eye of the observer takes in a beautifol 
view of parts of Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky. About 30 rods west of it^ is the grave of 
the Hod. John Cleves Symmes. 

, The Whitewater Canal here passes through the hill by a tunnel of about one-third of i 
'aile in length. 

The Great Miami Biver rises in Hardin co., 0., and after a south-west 
toorse of about 100 miles, empties into the Ohio, 4 miles below Korth Bend, at the State liof 
between Indiana and Ohio. The country throup;h which it flows is highly cultivated and 
cxceedin^rly fertile ; it is termed the "Great Miami Bottoms," in contradistinction to tht 
'' Little Miami Bottoms." There is a great amount of water-power obtained from this streaia, 
which Tenders it of immense importance to the inhabitants of the region through which it 
passes. Several important towns are situated on the banks of this river ; among which an 
Hamilton, Dayton, Troy, and Piqua. It is not navigable. 

Lawrencebnrg, connty seat of Deatborp co., Ia., 2 miles below the mouth of 
flie Great Miami, is a flourishing business place. Population about 5000. That part ef tiM 
town near the river, being low, is liable to inundations bj floods in the Ohio. It contains a 
eoprt-hoose, 6 churches, an extensive distillery, 8 rail^, a carding machine, and 3printififf 
offices. The Ohio and Mississippi Railroad, the Cincinnati and Indianapolis Railroad, and 
the Whitewater Canal pass through the town, the latter furnishing extensive water-power. 

Petersburg, 2 miles below, in Booae co., Ky., is a small village. Popuk- 
tion 250. Many curious remains of an ancient race have been found here,, in digging wells 
and cellars. Near the town, are the remains of an ancient fortification, evident^ the wo^ 
sf a more civilized people than our North American Indians appear to have been. 

Aurora, at the mouth of Hogan creek, 2 miles below, in Dearborn co., Ia., isa 
flourishing place. It was laid out in 1819, and incorporated as a city in 1848. A large poi^ 
business is done here, besides distillint; and various other branches of business. Popa* 
lation 2.500. The Ohio and Mississippi Railroad passes through Aurora. 

Belleview, 6 miles below, in Boone co., Ky., is ^small village. 

Bising^ Sun, county seat of Ohio co., Ia., 3 miles below, is a fiourishiog town. 
It contains a court-house, 3 churches. 3 mills, a lar^e cotton and woolen factory, an extcB- 
ive distillery, 2 printing offices, and a populaiion of about 2300. 

Millerabnrg, la.^ 3 miles below, m feame county, a landing point for sotferal 
ei the iuterit/r counties. 

Big Bone Lick Creek, 9 miles below, in Boone co., Ky., about 2 miles 

from the mouth of this creek is the place celebrat*»d as the Big Bone Jiick Spring. Tht 
water is iiupregiiated with sulphur and salt, and' the place diiriro^ its name from the inuneaOT 
number of bonett of the Mastodon, or MammOth, and .the Arctic Elephant, formerly found 
acattered all over the surface of the earth, here.* 

Hamilton, a small village, just belo\r the moutk of Big Bone Lick creek, ia 
aaxaeco. Population about 200. 
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Patriot, 2 miles below, in Switzerland co., la. PopolatioB about 600. 

Warsaw, 11 miles below, is the conntj seat of Gallatin co., Ky., and was fnw 
Beriy known as Fredericksburg. It contains a court-house and county buildings, 2 cliurchcs» 
3 s^o(ds, 1 printing office, 3 pork-houses, 1 tobacco factory, 1 flouring mill, and a distillery. 
Population about 1000. This is a place of considerable trade, and exports large quantities 
of com, tobacco, and rarioas other kinds of produce. The surrounding countrr is hilly bnl 
▼eiy productire — ^raising fine crops of com, wheat, and tobacco. It also abounds in fixke timber 

Hew York, sometimes called Florence, 1 mile below, in S«ritzerland eo., la., 
is a small Tillage. Population about 200. 

Yevay, 10 miles below, is the county seat of Switzerland co., la. Populatioii 
abopt 2000. It was settled in 1804, by a number of Swiss families, to whom Oongresa mads 
a farorable grant of land for the purpose of commencin|^ the cuUiration of the grape. Th« 
grape found to succeed best is the Cape grape, from which a considerable quantity of wine, 
resembling claret, is made. 

Ghent, opposite Yeray, in Carroll co., Ky., is a handsome village. Popalati(Hi 
about 350. 

Car ronton, formerly called Port William, 10 miles below, at the month of the 
Kentucky rirer, H the county seat of Carroll co.» Ey. This point was first settled br a Mr. 
Slliot, in 1784. In March, 1785, hit house was attacked by a body of Indians and burned, 
and himself killed. In 1786, Capt. Ellison QPected a block-nouse, but was driven from it by 
Uie Indians. In 1789, Gen. Charles Scott, erected a block-house, and fortified it by pickets* 
It was occupied until 1792 when the present town was laid out. 

CarroUton contains a court-house and public buildings, 1 academy, 3 churches, 3 com 
mills, 1 steam saw mill, 1 carding factory, 1 rope- walk, and a population of 1000. 

Kentuoky Biver, {See pose 125.) 

Preston, a small village, just below the month of the Kentucky nreri named 
in honor of Col. Preston, of Virginia. Population about 150. 

Hadison, county seat of Jefferson eo., la., 10 miles below, is one of the largest 
and most important commercial cities in the State. It is beautifully located in a ralley, 
about three-fourths of a mile in width and 3 miles in length, lyiusp in a bend of the river, and 
•unrounded by steep and rugged hills, from 4 to 500 feet in height. The principal part of 
the city is situated more than 30 feet above the highest floods of the Ohio river. 

The trade of Madison is quite extensive, and the manufactures are very important. The 
principal part of the trade of the city is in wheat and pork, those articles being the chief 

Eiucts of the State. Population al)out 12,Q100. There is a fine hotel here, built at a cost oi 
,000. The other buildings of note in the city, are the court-house, jail, and county offices, 
larket-houses, a bank, 2 schools, and about 15 churches. Several of these buildings ars 
handsome and costly edifices.' Madison contains several mills of various kinds, founderies, 
factories, and a large number of stores, many of which are wholesale houses, and do an ex* 
tensiv^e business. The Madison and Indianapolis R. R., completed in 1849, terminates here. 

Indianapolis, capital of the State of Indiana, and seat of justice for Marioa 
county, is situated on the West Fork of White river. It lies on a beautiful plain, nearly in 
the center of the county 108 miles N. W. from Cincinnati, and 86 from Madison. The city 
was laid out in 1820. . Population now about 15,000. 

Hilton, Trimble oo., Ky., is a small village nearly opposite Madison. Pop. 150. 

Hanover Laadilg, 6 miles below Madison^Jn Jefferson co., la. South Han- 
over is a few miles in the interior. The town was first settled in 1810, and now contains 
about 600 inhabitants. ; South Hanover College, esublished in 1820, by Rev. J. F. Orova, 
D.D., and the Hon W. Dunn, is a literary institution of the highest order. 

Hew London, 6 miles below, in the same co., is a small village. 

Bethlehem, 6 miles below, in Clark co., la., is a small town, containing • 
•hurch, several stores, and about 300 inhabitants. 

Westport, in Oldham co., Ky., 6 miles below. Population about 300. 

; Charleston Landin|^, Clark co., la., 12 miles below, is the landing pointfor 
i ke town of Charleston, 2)j^ miles from the river. 

' TJtica, 6 miles below, in the same county, is a small village. Populatiun 350. 
The article known as "lA>uieviUe Lime," ip manufactured here in large quan^es. 

Jefferao&yille, 9 miles below, in the same county, nearly opposite LonisWlle, 
with which, it is in oofistant commnnication by means of steam ferry boats. Population 
about 3500. The Indiana State Penitentiary is located here. It is a fine, large building. 
The terminus of the Jeffersonville <fe Columbus Railroad, connecting with the Ohio A Mis* 
aissippi R. R. at Seymour, la., and the Madison <fc Indianapolis, R. R. at OolumbiM/Ia., it Sl 
this point.^ The river is here over a mile wide. 
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LouitYille, 1 mile below, is the countj Beat of Jefferson co., Ej It is 

situated at the head of the 
: Falls of the Ohio, 618 miles 
^ from Pittsburg, and 1376 

Pfrora New Orleans. It was 
laid off W Capt. Thomas Bui- 
& litt, of Va., Ml August, 1773, 
^\ but no settlement was made 
until 1778, when a small 
party arrived here, witti 
George Ro^rs Clark, and 
i tettl^ on what is now called 
Corn l8land,close to the Ken- 
tncky shore. After the posts occupied by the British on the Wabash had been taken bj Gen. 
Clark, they removed to the spot on which Louisville now standsi in the fall of the same 
year. Thev built a block-hpuse here, which was subsequently removed and a ■ large fort 
erected in 1782, called Fort Xelson. In 1780» the town was established by an act of the 
Legislature of Virginia, under whose jurisdiction Kentucky then was. At this time, the 
population was only 30. In 1800, it was 600; in 1810. IdOO; in 1B20 4,000; in 1830, 
10,090 ; in 1840, 21,000 ; in 1843, 28,000 ; in 1845, 32,000 ; in 1850, 43,217 ; in 1866, 
(estimated) 60.000. It is now the most important commercial city in Kentucky, and one 
of the most important in the West. It is buHt on a spacious sloping plane. 70 feet above 
low water mars. The streets are broad and beautiful, and laid out at right angles with 
each other. It contains a city-hall and court-house, a medicid institute atid university-, 
two hospitals, an asylum for the blind, 30 churches, 28 schools, two orphan asylums, a 
work -house, and a laree number of religious, literary, and benevolent institutions. There 
are 4 daily, 4 tri-weekly, and 10 weekly newspapers, 1 monthly, and 1 quarterly periodical 
published here. There are, also, a large number of foundries, rolling mills, flouring mills, 
and factories of different kinds, all in successful operation. The packing of pork forms a large 
item of the business of the city. Louisville is the terminus of the Louisville and Lex. R. R. 
The falls of the river just oelow Louisville, obstruct navigaitl<m entirely at low stages of 
water. The descent is 23 feet in 2 miles. To obviate thi^, a canal was cut around them, 
toShippingsport, a distance of 2)^ miles, It was a work of stupendous labor, bcihg cut, a 
greater part of its length, through solid rock. It is, in some places, 40 feet deep, and ot 
sufficient width to pass steamboats through, and affords fine water-power for the mill-seats 
below the locks. 

On the 24th of September, 1616, the steamboat Washington, under the command of Capit. 
Shreve, made the first Voyage ever made by a steam vessel from Louisville to New Orleans. 
On the 3d of 'March, 1817, she started on another trip, and made the time to New Orleans 
and back in 41 da^^s ; the ascending voyage being made in 25 days. A public dinner was 
given to the Captain by the citizens of Louisville, at which he predicted that the day was 
not far distant when the trip would be made in 10 days. It has since been made in less than 
bdayB. 

Shippingtport, 2 miles below Louisville, in same county, at the foot of the 
canal, is a small village. Population about 200. 

Portland, 1 mile below, in same county, is a place of importance. Large 
steamtirs generally make it a stopping. place, not being able to get through the canal. There 
is a*Railroad between Portland and Louisville, the cars mnnit^g every 10 or 15 minutes during^ 
the day. It is connected with New Albany, on the opposita side, by a ferry boat, which 
plies almost constantly. Portland contains a number of very good buil(lings. Population 
about 700. 

New Albany^ county seat of Floyd co., la., opposite Portland, is one of themost 
important towns in the State. It was laid out in the year 1813, by 3 brothers of the name 
of scribner. It is the southern terminus of the New Albany & Salem K. B., connecting the 
Ohio river >with Lake Michigan, at Michigan city; and crossing and intersecting the numer- 
ous roads passing through Indiana. > 

The^ business of steamboat building is carried on here to a greater extent than any other 
nlace in the State. Other branches of mechanics are also in a flourishing condition. 

In 1830, the population of New Albany was 2,000 ; in 1840, 4,225 ; in 1850, 9,785 ; 185€ 
estimated) 14,000. 

Bridgeport, Harrison co., la., 9 miles below, is a thriying Tillage^ boat build- 
ing is carried on here to a considerable exteDt. Population about 200. 

Blakesville.G miles below, in same county, is a small Tillage. 

Salt River , 4 miles below, rises in Boyle co., Ky., and, pursuing a north "westerly 
course of 200 miles, empties into the Ohio at the line between Jefferson and Hardin countiea. 
Its mouth is 200 yards wide. It derived its name from the numerous salt licks along ita 
banks- The district of country through which Salt river runs, comprises some of the moat 
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fertile lands in the State. It ia narigaUe for flat-bottom boats, for a distance of 150 miles 
during high water. 

West Point, just below the mouth of Salt river, in Hardin oountj, ia ft thnTing 
Tillage. P<^ulation about 350. It has an eztensire boat-yard. 

Brandenburg , 18 miles below, is the coutitj seat of Meade co., Kj. It is built 
en a bl^h bluff, and contains a court-house, 2 churches, and 2 flouring mills. Considerable 
quantities of corn and tobacco are shipped from this place. Peculation 700. 

Hauckporty 3 miles below, a small village in Harrison co., Ia. 

Vorthampton, 7 miles below, a small village in the same county. 
^ Amsterdam, 3 miles below, a small village in the same county. 

Blue River, a small stream rises in Washington co., Ia., and flows in a southerly 
direction for about 75 miles, and empties into the Ohio 6 miles below Amsterdam. 

Leavenworth, 2 miles' below, county seat of Crawford co., Ia., at the Horse- 
shoe bend. It is a thrivine town, and well located for business ; being at the commence* 
ment of the coal region in Indiana. Leavenworth has 2 churches, 1 printing office, and a 
population of about 800. 

Vredonia, 5 miles below, in same co., is situated on high a bluff. Pop. 800. 

Little Blue River, rises in Crawford co., and empties into the Ohio at the 
line between Crawford and Perry counties, la. Its length is about 45 miles. 

Alton, 13 miles below Fredonia, at the mouth of Little Blue river, in Perry 
eo., Ia., is a small village. Population, lOO. 

Concordia, 10 miles below, in Meade co., Ky., is pleasantly situated. Popu- 
lation about 100. The hills in this neighborhood abound in beds <^ limestone rock« from 
which immense quantities of lime are made. 

Borne, county seat of Perry co., Ia., 12 miles below, opposite the mouth of 
Binkinff creek. It was settled in 1811, and now contains a court-house, jail, county seminaury, 
3 eh^rcnes, and about 650 inhabitants. 

Stephentport, opposite Rome, in Breckenridge co., Ky., at the mouth of 
Sinking creek, is a pleasant little village, containing 2 churches, severad stores, and a popn* 
lation of about 250. It was established in 1825. 

Sinking Creek rises in the upper part of Breckenridge co., Ky., and is a 
considerable stream, supplying abundance of wat^-power for mills during the whole year. 
6 or 7 miles from its source, the creek suddenly sinKs beneath the earth, showing no trace 
of its existence, for 5 or 6 miles, when it re-appears above ground and flows into the Ohio. 
On this creek is to be seen a natural rock mlll-dam, 8 feet high and 4Q feet wide, which 
answers all the purposes of a dam to a mill which has been erected at the place. Near the 
creek is a large cave, called Penitentiary cave, which has never been fully explored. 

Cloverport, 10 miles below, in the same county, is an important point for 
shipping tobacco and other produce, of which fine crops are |p^wn in the county. Popu- 
lation about 800. There are extensive beds of fine coal in its vicinity. 4 milea in the 
interior are the White Sulphur, Breckenridge, and Tar Springs. 

Tobintport, Perry co., Ia., is a small village opposite Cloverport. 

Eawesville, 14 miles below, the eounty seat of Hancock co., Kj. Popo* 
lation about 600. It derives considerable trade from its extensive mines of cotd. 

Cannalton, opposite HawiBsville, in Perry co., Ia., is a flourishing town, the 
largest in the county. It contains several churches and elegant residences, and a large 
cotton factory, which employs several hundred hands. Population about 2500. This 




•and-stone for bullding*purpo6es are &und here in abundanceT 
1 Troy, 6 miles below, near the mouth of Anderson river, in the same county, k 
thriving village, and has the trade of the rich mineral district in the rear and along the 
margin of this section of the great coal fieUl. Population about 600. 

Anderson River, rises in Crawford co., Ia., and flows in a southerly direction 
and empties into the Ohio near Troy. It is navigable for flat-boats about 30 miles in high watei* 

Hazville, 1 mile below, at the lower side of the mouth of Anderson rivoTi 
in Spencer co., Ia., is a small village. Population about 300. 

Batetville, 2 niiles below, in the same county, is a small village. Pop. 200. 

Lewitport, 3 mile» below, in Hancock co., K^., is a small villagOi extendiog 
for fome distance along th& banks of the riveiv Population 300. 
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Boekporty seat of justice for Spencer co., la., 13 miles bclow^ sitaated on a 
High bluff. Population about 600. Its name is derived from a hanging rock, known bj* 
the name of " iady WmMns/ton'9 Bock ;" it is a sandstone formation, and rises to the height 
of about 30 feet above the general level of thfe river. 

Owensburghy 9 miles below, is the county seat of Daviees co., Kj. It is a 
a very handsome place, situated in a fertile region, abounding in minerals. It contains a 
oourt-house, 4 churches, an academy, a bank, and a population of about 1700. 

Bon Harbor, 3 miles below, in the same county, is a thriving village. Popa- 
nlation about 300. There is an eddy formed by a bar in the river at this place, which causes 
an excellent harbor for boats. It is from this circumstance that the name of the place is 
derived. In the vicinity are fine beds of coal, which render facilities for manufacturing to a 
large and extensive cotton and woolen establishment. 

Enterprise, 3 miles below, a small village in Spencer co»| la. Population 
900. The country adjacent is a rich bottom heavily timbered. 

Point Isabel, 1 mile below, a small village, in the same county, at the 
head of French island. 

Newbnrg, 13 miles below, in Warwick co., la., is a finely located and tiiriving 
town. It was laid Out in 1817, by Michael Sprinkle, and was at first called Sprinklesburg. 
Population 500. 

Green Bi?er , 6 miles below, rises in Lincoln co., Ky., and takes a westerly 
course, until having received the Big Barren river on the south, it turns to the north-west. 
The current is gentle, and the water generally deep. It is made navigable by means of 
locks and dams. Steamboats ascend to Bowling Green, on the Big Barren river, 20 miles 
below the Mammoth Cave, and, during a great part of the year, to the cave, on Green rivc^, 
a distance of 165 miles, l^^nging down large quantities of corn, tobacco, and other produce. 
BrownsviUe, capital of Edmondson co., Ky., is situated on Green river about 10 miles below 
the Manlmoth Cave. Mor^ntoum, capital of Butler co., Ky., on Green river, below the 
function of Big Barren. Lewisburg, below, in Muhlcnburg co., Ey. 

The Hanmoth Cave, is situated in Edmonson co., Ky., equi-distant from 
the cities of Louisville and Nashville (about 90 miles from each,) and immediately on 
the nearest road between those two places. It is within half a mile of Green river. The 
eave has already been exploded for more than Idmilee. I^ coniains 226 avenues, 47 domes, 
8 cataracts, sereral rivers, and 23 pits, most of them of surprising beauty and startling 
grandeur. The cave isdry, and exceedingly conducive to healtn. It is visited by many in- 
valids, for the purpose of inhaling its air ; and^in many instances, proves highly beneficial. 

EvantTille, 9 miles below the mouth of Oreen river, is the county seat of 
Yanderburg co., la. It was laid out in 1816, and received its name in honor of Gen. R. M 
Evans, who was one of the early settlers of the place. It is situated on an elevated bank. 
The trade of Evansville is considerable, and rapidly increasing. The Wabash A Erie 
Canal, terminates at this place. The Evansville i Terre Haute Railroad, via Yincenues^ 
has its terminus here — bringing Evansville in connection with many points by the intersec- 
tion of other roads. A very large amount oi produce is annually shipped from this points 
com, oats, hay, pork, Ac, Sc. Evansville contains a court-house, jail, 9 or 10 churches', 6 
printing offices, and a large number of business houses, &c. Population about 9000. 

Verona, 7 miles below, in the same county, is a small village. 

Henderson, 5 miles below, is the county seat of Henderson co., Ky. It is 
a flourishing place, and the principle shipping port for the produce of the country bordering 
on Green river, exporting large quantities of tobacco, com, Ac. It contains a court-house, 
6 churches, 4 schools, 5 large tobacco factories, and a population of about 2000. The country 
adjacent is well adapted to the cultivation of tobacco and corn. Jron ore is also found in it, 
and larffe beds of stone coal, of an eJEcelient quali^. About 75,000 bushels of com^ and 
7,000,000 lbs. of tobacco are annually exported from it. 

West Franklin, 14 miles below, in Posey oo., lii., is a small village. 

Honnt Vernon, county seat of Posey co., la., 1$ miles below, on a fine bluff, 
t was settled in 1803, and contains a court-house, j^il, an4 county offices, 3 churches, and 
tibout 1600 inhabitants. A plank road extends to N0w Haimony on the Wabash river. 

TJniontOWn, 10 miles below, at the mouth of Highland creek, in Union co., 
Ky., is a thriving town, shipping large quantities of corn to the- southern inarkets. Popu- 
lation about 500. The country is very fertile. A few miles from Uniontown, gn Highland 
ereek is a fine Tar spring. There are a number of curiosities in this eoun^, worthy of 
ebservation. One is a lar^ flat rock, with perfect resemblance of th^ ntke^ feet of men, 
and animals deeply imprinted in it. There is also a cavern^ wMch is tKohght to be of 
great extent, but nas not yet been fully explored. \^ ^ 

Wabaih Biyer enters the Ohio 5 miles below UniontowA. %^j9e^f 126.) 
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Baleigh, 6 miles below the mouth of the Wabash, in Union eo., Kj. 

Skawneetown, 5 miles below, in Gallatin co., 111., on a low bank of the Ohio. 
It IK liable to inundationi from the river. It is, boweyer, a pUee of considerable business, 
and the largest town in southern Illinois. It was laid out in 1814, and now contains 3 
churches, a land office, and a population of 2000. 

Caieyville, 10 miles below, in Union co., Kj., is a small Tillage containing a 
population of 250. About 3 miles from Casey ville, may be seen a natural curiosity, termed 
the AxyiL Rock. It is a large rock, some 50 feet high, 20 feet wide, and 2 feet thick, and 
bears a striking resemblance to a blacksmith's anyil. This rock stands upon leyel bottom 
land, and is entirely isolated. 

Battery Bock, 2 miles below, in Gallatin oo., HI., is a high, rockj blnff, 
extending some miles along the riyer, giving a picturesque appearance to the sceneiy. 

Ca?e -in-rock, 12 miles below, in Hardin co.. 111., is a noted place, and viewed 
with interest bj all travelers on this river. It was the rendezvous, about 1801 , of a eel* 
obrated outlaw, by the name of Mason, and his comrades, who subsisted by plundering the 
flat-boats and arkn, descending the river with produce, or waylaying the traders on their 
return with the products of their sales — ^robbing and murdering them. They continued this 
nefarious business for several years, until their depredations became so alarming, that the 
Governor of Mississippi offered a reward of $500 for Mason's head. Mason was shot, and 
his head carried to Washington, then the capital of Mississippi, by one of his own band 
named Harpe, a notorious outlaw, who had escaped from Kentucky. 

Elisabethtown, conntjseat of Hardin co., HI., 6 miles below, at the foot of 
Barricaue Island. Population about 200. 

Go Icon da, 23 miles below, is the connty seat of Pope co., 111. It is beantifollj 
situated on an elevated plain, and contains a court-house, and population of about 250. 

Cumberland Biver, enters the Ohio, 15 miles below. {See paye 127.) 

Smithland, county seat of Livingston co., Ky., just below the mouth of Com- 
berland river. It is a place M considerable commercial importance, being favorably situated 
for reshipphiK goods to and from the interior of Kentucky and Tennessee. Smithland con- 
tains a court-house, jail, and county offices, 2 churches, 1 foundry and machine shop, a boat- 
yard, an extensive tannery, and a population of 1500. 

TenneiieeBiver, enters the Ohio, 12 miles below Smithland. {See page 12%^) 

Fadneah, county seat of MoCracken co., Ey., just below the mouth of the 
Tennessee, was laid out in 1827, and received its name in honor of the celebrated Indian 
chief, Paclucah. It is the depot for the vast /ind growing trade of the Tennessee river. It 
contains 4 churches, a court-house, a fine hotel, and a population of 3000. 

Belgrade, 8 miles below, in Massac co.. 111., is a small vilkge. 

Vort Haifa 0, 2 miles below, in the same county, is the spot the troops occn 
pied, who were sent to intercept the plans of AxaoN Bu&a. The fort was burned many 
years ago, and nothing is to be seen now to mark the spot. 

Hetropolii, county seat of Massac co., 111., 1 mile below. Pop. about 700. 

Hill am an, 8 miles below, in the same county. 

Wilkinionville, 7 miles below, in Alexander co., lU., is a small yilhigei 
named in honor of General Wilkiksov. 

Caledonia, 10 miles below, county seat of Pulaski co., is a small Tillage. 

America, 3 miles below, in the same county. 

Emporium, formerly Mound City, 3 miles below, in same county, aboye the 
moutli of Cache river, is an euterprisinff town, and landing point for steamers, connected with 
the III. Central R. Road by a road 3 miWs in length. 

Cairo, 6 miles below, in Alexander co., Ill.,'at the jnnction of the Ohio aad 
Hississippi rivers, has acquired considerable celebrity by the repeated attempts which have 
been made, to build up a large city on its site. Situated, as it is. at the junction of these 
two mighty rivers, it. undoubtedly, presents one of the finest points for a city which can be 
foubd in the West ; being placed so as to command the immense and incalculable trade of 
the whole west, north-west and south. But there are difficulties to be surmounted, in tb< 
location of the ground, and the surrounding country, which will take an immense amount 
' <tf capital and Tabor. The banks of the river are here very low, and the surrounding 
country is still lower. Both are subject to overflow, and from the marshy nature of the sou 
are generated miasms, which render it very unhealthy. But, by a scientific system of 
embankment, filling rp. and draining, all this may be overcome. A letee has been throws 
up, at a cost of about $1,000,000, which protects it to a great des^ree. 
The Great Illinois Central Railroad has a terminus here, and extensive depot buildiaga 
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It formed bj the junction of the Tuscarawas and Walhounding rivers at Coshocton, O. It 
is the largest river» lying wholly in the State, and has been made navigable bj means of 
dams and locks, and short canals, to Dresden, about 96 miles from Marietta. The numerous 
lalls of the Muskingum afford water-powe%to almost aoj extent, and most excellent advan- 
tages for manufacturing. 

Coshocton is beautifully situated at the head of the Muskingum river, 113 miles 
from Marietta, and is the countj seat of Coshocton ca, O. It was laid out in 1802, and 
called Tuscawara, which name it retained until 1811, when it received its present appella- 
tion. It contains 4 churches, 3 newspaper offices, a flour mill, and woolen factory, and a 
population of 1000. When the river is very high, steamboats occasionally ascend as high as 
this point. The Ohio Canal passes through Coshocton, also the Steubenville & Indiana R. R. 

Dresden, 17 miles below, in Muskingum co., is a flourishing and active 
business place, well supplied with water-power. Coal and iron ore abound in the vicinity. 
Population about 1500. 

Zanesville, 16 miles below, and 80 miles from Marietta, is the county seat 
of Muskingum co., and one of the principal towns in Ohio. It is connected with Putnam, 
West Zanesville and South Zanesville by bridges. The town was laid out in 1799, by 
Ebenexer Zane, and John Mclntire, and was first called Westburn, which name it bore until 
the establishment of a post-office, when it received its present name. Population about 12,000. 

Zanesville affords superior advantages for manufactories of all kinds. The fine water- 
power, abuudance of bituminous coal in its vicinity, and its great facilities for transportation 
and exportation — ^being the tentfinus of the Wilmington & Zanesville Railroad, extending 
to Cincmnati ; the Central Ohio Railroad passing through it, also the National Road ; the 
Muskingum, openins^ immediate intercourse with the Ohio and all the southern countries ; 
the Ohio GaDat, readiing to the Lakes on the north, and south through the finest portions 
of the State, all seem to mark it out as one of the .finest positions in tne west for manufac- 
turing purposes. The water of the river is distributed through the city from a large reserToir, 
on a hill 160 feet iiigh. The water is forced up by means of a powerful force pump. 

Duncan's Falls, § miles below, in Muskingum co. Population about 300. 

Taylorsville, just below, on the opposite (west) side of the river, in same 
eo. A dam across the river here gives the place advantages of large water-power, and a 
number of mills are in successful operation. Population about 1000. 

Eaglepoft, 11 miles below, in Morgan county. 

HcConnellSTille, 10 miles b«low, a thriving town on the east bank of the 
river, is the county seat of Morgan co. There are large salt manufactcnies in the vicinity. 
Population near 2000. 

Malta, on the opposite bank of the river. Population about 750. 

Newcastle, 3 miles below, east bapk of the river, in Morgan co. 

Windsor, 7 miles below, west bank of the river, in Morgan co. 

Big Bock, 8 miles below, east bank of the river, in Morgan co. 

Beverly, 10 miles below, on the east bank, in Washington co, 

Waterford, nearly opposite, in the same county. 

Lowell, 10 miles below, in same co., on the east bank of the river. 

Hariettaand Harmer, 12 miles below, atthe mouth of the river. (^See Okie 
River,) 

THE SCIOTO KIVEB 

Rises in Hardin co., 0.,and flows in a southeasterly direction, and empties into the Ohio 
river at Portsmouth. It is navigable for steamboats but a short distance from its mouth. 
Flat-boats, in high stages of water, are brought down from a distance of 130 miles. Its length 
8 160 miles, and it is 150 vards wide at the mouth. The counties through which the river 
flows, are amon^ the most fertile and highly cultivated in the State of Ohio. It is the second 
river in size which lies wholly in the State. 

Columbus, capital of the State of Ohio, and county seat of Franklin co., is 
beautifully situated on, the east bank of the Scioto river, 90 miles from its mouth. The 
National Koad passes 'througli it from east to west. The Ohio Canal, also has a branch 
exteuding to this place ; and It is the center of Railroads diverging in nearly all directions. 
(See James' Railroad and Route Book.) The present site of uie citv was, in 181S, an 
unbroken forest. It now contains a population of about 25,000. It is laid out re^oltrly» 
with wide streets, and adorned with many beautiful buildings. The public building tn 
constructed on a magniflcent scale, and do honor to the State. They are, a magnifleesi 
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State-house, a Lunatic Asjlum, an Asylum for the Blind, one fer the Deaf and Dumb, ta^ 
the Ohio Penitentiary. 

Circlevilley county seat of Pickaway oo., 0., is a flourishing town, situated 
on the Ohio Canal and Scioto river, 26 miles south of Columbus. The Cincinnati, Wilming* 
kon <b ZanesTille Railroad passes through the place. The town is built on tbe site of an 
ancient fortification, and was laid out in the year 1810, by Daniel Dresbach. It derived iti 
name from the circular form of one of the ancient ruins which were found here. These ruins 
have long since disappeared before the steady march of improvement, which has marked 
the settlement of our western country. 

Chillioothe, county seat of Ross co., on the west bank of the Scioto riyer, 19 
roil<*s south of Oircleville, Is a place of considerable importance in the State. It was first 
laid out in 1796. In 1800, the seat of Government was removed from Cincinnati to it, where 
it remained till 1816, when Columbus was made the permanent capital. Chillicothe is the 

Srincipal point of trade for the ereat Scioto vallej. ropulation 8000. The Cincinnati A 
[arietta Railroad passes through it ; also the Ohio Canal. 
Pike ton, capital of Pike co., O., 20 miles below. Population about 756. 
Jasper » 2 miles below, in the same county, is a small village. 
LucasTille, Scioto co., 10 miles beloW; and 13 miles above the mouth ci ii^ 
fieioto river. 

THE KEVTVOKT SIVBB 

Rises in the Cumberland mountains, and interlocks with the head waters of the Licking 
and Cumberland rivers<-4ength about 200 miles. It is navigable lor flat-boata over 150 mOes. 
To Frankfort, 60 miles from its mouth, it has been made navigable by means of locks and 
dama, of which there are 17, built at a cost of $2,300,000. The perpendicular height over- 
tome by these locks, is 210 feet. 

The scenery along the banks of the Kentucky river is n«»t surpassed by any other in the 
Union, unless it be the Hudson. The channel, for the greater part of its course, runs through 
beds of solid limestone rock. In the neighborhood of the mouth of the river, there are many 
eemaias of ancient works, relics of a race whose history is beyond the present limits of human 
knowledge, and whose deeds are buried in the impenetrable inysteries of the past. 

' B^onesboro, in Madison co., ^y., on the Kentucky river, is celebrated in 
tfie history of the west for its memorable siegee by the Indiana. A f<N*t was built here by 
Daniel Boone, in 1775. 

Cogar't Landing, below BoonesborO) and 104 miles from the mouth of the 
river. — Monday'9 Landing, 4 miles below Boonesbora-^^Dummtt^t Landing, 4 miles b^W 
Monday's Landing. 

Oregon, 10 miles below, in Mercer co., is a flourishing village. This is the 
landing place for Harmd^iurg Spring; situated about Smiles from the river. Harrodtikurf 
ia the capital of Mercer co. Population about 3000. — McCovoan^M Landing, 3 miles below 
Oregon. — 'Wil8on*9 Laiufin^, 4 miles below. — Sherlock*8 Landing, 4 miles heiovr.-^Woodfird 
Landing, 4 miles below. 

Frankfort, 12 miles below, is the capital of the State of Ky., ancl county 
seat of Franklin co. It is situated in a beautiful plain, surrounded by precipitous hills. It 
Was laid out in 1773, and made the seat of government in 1792. The State-house is a hand- 
some edifice, built of Kentucky marble, quarried in the vicinity. Frankfort contains the 
State Penitentiary, a fine court house, 2 banks, 7 printing ofiices, 4 or 5 churches, 3 bagging 
factories, and a population of about 5000. The Lexington <fe Louisville Railroad passes 
through Frankfort, and a bridge connects it with South Frankfort. — Flat Creek Landixig is 
15 miles below. 

Monterey, Owen co., 3 miles below Flat Creek Landing, is n fiourighing village* 
Owenten'i Landing, 5 miles below. 

Lockport, Henry co., 6 miles below Owenton. Cfratz, 8 miles below Lockport. 

Drennon's Springs, Henry co., 8 miles below/ and 1 mile from the riveri 
is a fashionable watering ylace.-^-Springport, 1 mile below. 

Ha r ion, 4 miles below Springport, in Owen co. Law's Landing j 8 mileg 
below. — WorthsviUe, 4 miles below. 

Oarrollton, 8 miles below, at the mouth of the Ky. river^ (See 0ht9 
fiver.) 

THE WABASH BI7EB 

Rises in Mercer co., O., near the western boundary of the State, and flows first north-west 
ind then in a general southerly direction through a portion of the State of Indiana 
ind forms, for a distance of nearly 200 miles, the Iwundary between Indiana and Illinois, 
and empties into the Ohio 142 miles above the mouth of the latter. It is navigable for flat* 
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boat! ftbont 400 miles» and in time of higli water ateamboatt aacend aa far aa Lafayette. The 
total leneth of the Wabash is estimated at 550 miles. Bituminous coal is found along its 
eoorae, almost everywhere below Lafajette. It receires, in its course, the waters of many 
teepectable tributaries, among the most important is WHITE RIVER, which passes througa 
the State from east to west, and waters a great extent of fertile and well settled country. Per- 
liapa no river in the world, of its magnitude, drains a more extensive and fertile country than 
the Wabash and its tributaries. It forms the heart of the State of Indiana. The following 
places are located on or near the banks of the Wabash, commencing near its source : Ak» 
muUr, Adams 6o., la.; Newmlie, Bli^lUm, and Lanetuter, Wells co., la.; TVacy, Mt. Etna, and 
Huntingion, Huntington co., la.; VUca, La Cro9 and WabaA, Wabash co., la.; Peru, Miami 
CO., la.; Lnoisbwrg, GrcledUe, Lo^ntport, and Amgterdtan, Cass co., la.; Lodeport, ButMtU- 
wHk, Tiptorifport, CarroUton, Para^n, Deifhi, Wut Delphi, and Pitt»burg, Carroll co., la.; 
Amirieiu, Tippecanoe oo. 

Lafayette, eountj seat of Tippecanoe co., la., is beautifully situated on tlie 
Wabash river, 378 miles from its mouth. It was laid out in 1825, on land bought at govern- 
ment prices. Its progress has been steadr and rapid, and it is now amon^ the first towns 
in the State in population and commercial importance. The Wabash A Erie Oanal passes 
throueh this place, bringing it in connection with Lake Erie. Lafayette contains a fine 
court-house, jail, and public offices, 8 or 10 churches, 4 printing offices, a county seminary, 
t paper mills, and several pork-packing establiahments. Population about 10,000. It is m 
direct communication by Railroads with Indianapolis, Chicago, and New Albany. Aa 
immense amount of produce ia forwarded firom this place, via can^ and railroads. 

Wheaton^O miles below, in same county, is a small village. 

La Grange, 3 miles below, in same ao.^^Maytville 5 miles below, in Foontun 
•o., la. — Independence, Warren co., 1 mile below. 

Attica, Fountain CO., la., 8 miles below Independence, is afiourishing place, 
•unrounded by splendid forests and beautiful prairies, with a soil of great fertility. A largf 
and increasing trade is centered here. Population about 1800. 

William8port,2 miles below, county seat of Warren co., la., is a thriying 
town, with an active trade. Portiand, Fountain co., la., 8 miles below ; BaUknore, 6 miles 
below, in Warren co., la. 

Oo?ington,4 miles below is the capital of Fountain co., la. It is a diip- 
ping point K>r large quantities of grain. Stone coal and iron are found in abundance in ttti 
ricinity. Population about 1800. 

Perryville, Vermilion co., la., miles below, is finely located, and has i 

•ge and active trade. P<^ulaUon 1100. 

Vermilion Bi?er, empties into the Wabash 10 miles below Perry ville. h 
takes its rise in Illinois, and is navigable for about *dO miles, to Danville, III., during hi^ 
water. — Lodimlle, 3 miles below the mouth of Vermilion river, in Parke co., la. 

Newport,? miles below Lodi ville, and 1 mile from the Wabash, on Litde 
Termilion river, is the capital of Vermilion co., la. Population 600. 

Hontezuma, 6 miles below, in Parke co., la., is an active village. Pop^ 
tion about 500. — Armieeburg, 2 miles below, in the same county. 

Clinton, 10 miles below, in Vermilion co. Population about 550. Large 
auantitiea of produce are shipped from Clinton. — Ntana, 2 miles below, in Parke co.— * 
BmrriMon, 14 miles below, in Vigo co. 

Terre Haute, 4 miles below Harrison, is the capital of Vigo co., la. It la 
altuated on the east bank of the Wabash, also on the National Road, and the Wabash k 
Erie Canal. It was laid out in 1816. It is a center of railway communication; one td 
Indianapolis, one to Sprindield and Alton III., and one to E^ansville, la., connecting witk 
the Ohio and Mississippi K. R., to Cincinnati and St. Louis, at Vincennes. Also, one to 
Orawfordsville, intersecting the New Albany <fe Salem R. R. to Michigan City. Tem 
Haute i^ beautifully situated on a high bank of the Wabash, and is the center of a large and 
increasing trade. Large Quantities of flour, pork, and grain, are shipped by the canal and 
river, also by the railroads. The town contains 6 printing offices, 10 or 12 churches, 3 
banks, a court-house, a town hall, and a large academy. PQpulation about 8000. 

Darwin, 25 miles below, is the capital of Clarke co., 111. It is a thriviM 
rilUge — Yorke, 16 miles below, in Crawford co., III. — HudeonvUle, 9 miles below, in Crawford 
•o. — Jlf«fiom, Sullivan co*» 8 miles below. — RttaseUinUe, 25 miles below, in Lawrence co. |U. 

Vinoennei, county seat of Knox co., la., 18 miles below Russellville. This 
place derives a great interest in the history of the West, from the fact of its being one rf 
the first settlements formed in the valley of the Mississippi. It was first occupied bv tas 
French settlers, as a military post, in 1735, and called Post St. Vincent. In the year 174$, tM 
of Vincennea was given to it, in honor of F. M. Di Visca»N£, a gallant and nwei 
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rtspeeted French officer, who fell in battle iHth the ChiekiMws. in 1736. A large and 
beautiful prairie is in the yicinity, the soil of which it Terj prodactive. The seat of th« 
territorial government was here until 1813. 

Vineenues contains a large, commodious citj-hall, court-house, jail, and countj oflleea, 
C or 8 churches, among them a fine cathedral, St. GAaaiiL Oollioi» a theological seminaiy* 
•ereral manufactories, and a population of 2500. 

The Ohio k Mississippi R. K., connecting Oincinnati with St. Louis, and Evansrille A 
Tinoeanes, connecting with the Terre Haute <fe Vincennes road to Chicago, cross each other 
here, thus opening through this city an outlet north, south, east, and west. 

Mount Carmel,36 miles below, capital of Wabash co.^ 111., is beaudfollj 
•ituated, and a rery thriving business place. Population about 1600. 

Ora7t?ille,45 miles below, in White co., 111., is a flourishing village, wiU 
aa actiTe trade. Population about 650. — New BaUimore, 9 miles below, in Posey co., la. / 

Hew Harmony, la., 6 miles below, New Baltimore, and 16 miles from the 
nearest point of the Ohio, though about 60 miles from the mouth of the Wabash, following 
the meanders of the river. It is surrounded by a fine, rich, and heavily timbered country, 
interapersed with small, rich prairies. It was first settled in 1814. by a religious sect of 
Germans, called Harmonites, under the guidance and control of George Rapn, in whoea 
name all the lands and property were held. They erected about 200 substantial buildings, 
planted vineyards and orchards, built mills and manufactories, and were wonderfully sue* 
eessful in converting a wilderness into a finely cultivated plantation in a short time. They 
had even the luxury of a botanic garden, and a green-house. Their great house of assem* 
blage, with its wings and appendages, was nearly 100 feet square. In 1824, the celebrated 
Robert Owen, of New Lanark, Scotland, fjurchased the entire possession of the Harmonites^ 
at $190,000, for the purpose of establishing a community upon the plan of his *' social 
•yatem.'* The plan proved a failure, and was finally abandoned. A plank road extends 
from Kew Harmony to lit. Vernon. The Population of New Harmony is now about 500. 

Cliainville|20 miles below, in same co., and 40 miles above the mouth of 
\kn Wabash. 

THE CTJHBERLAHD BI7EB 

Riaea in the Cumberland mountsins, and interlocks with the head waters of Clinch and 
Ken tacky rivers ; flows southwesterly through Ky., more than 250 miles ; enters the Stata 
of Tenn., and after a further meandering course of about 130 miles it reaches Nashville in 
Lat. nearly 35 N. Thence flowing north-westerly 203 miles, it empties into the Ohio al 
Smithland. The Cumberland, the second largest tributary of the Ohio, is about 600 miles 
in length, and drains a territory estimated at 18,000 square miles. It is navigable about 
6 months in the year for steamooats as far as Nashville, and for flat and keel-boats soma 
dOO miles forther. This river passes through a country of remarkable fertility, aoina 
portions of it rich in iron ore, and, no doubt, other valuable minerals. 

The following towns are located on and near the banks of the Cumberland. 

Mt. Pleasant, aurlan cc, Ky. — BarbouraviUe, Knoxco., Ky. — WiUianubur<ji, Whitley co., Ky. 
(About 12 miles below this point the river has a perpendicular fall of 60 feet, which presents 
one of the roost remarkable scenes in the State.) — CreeUbur^, Russel co., Ky.^-BurksvUU, 
Cumberland co., Ky. — Celino, Meig$mUe, Oainnhoro, and OranvUU, Jackt^on co., Tenn.— 
Oartkage, Smith co., Tenn.— Guiro, Sumner co., Tenn.— Loc^por^ and Rio€9, Wilson co., Tenn» 

Vathvilley capital of the State of Tenoessee, and seat of justice for Davidson 
eo., is pleasantly situated on the Cumberlapd river, 203 miles from its mouth. The city 
stands on a solid rock, elevated to the height of from 50 to 1 75 feet above the level of the river. 
The commerce of Nashville is very extensive, and is rapidly increaaing. The principal 
article of export is cotton, of which large (quantities are shlp{>ed to the southern marketa. 
There are some fine public buildings and institutions of note in Nashville, among which, 
i^e the State-house, Penitentiary, Hospital for Lunatics, the Nashville University, a femalt' 
seminary, several schools, and a large number of churches for the various denominations* ■ 
The University was founded in 1806. The library contains 12,000 volumes. 

Besides the buildings mentioned, Nashville contains several manufacturing establish- 
ments, a large number of wholesale and retail stores of all kinds, and a population of about 
tOfOOO. The terminus of the Nashville A Chattanooga Railroad is here ; and railroada-to 
other important points are constructing. 

Clarksvilley Montgomery co., Tenn., 55 miles below Nashville; la a thriving 
place, and has considerable trade. Population about 3000. 

Palmyra^ 15 miles below, in same co., is a small village. 

Dover, 30 miles below, capital of Stewart co., Tenn. 

Tobacooport, a small village, 15 miles below, in same county. 

Canton, 16 miles below, in Trigg co., Ky. Population about 300. 
f Bock'^attle, a small village, 5 miles below, in same county. 

EddvTillo, 17 miles below, (and 50 miles above Smithland, at the month of 
fht Cumberland J in Caldwell co., Ky., is a thriving village. Population about 700. 
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THB TEVVXS8E£ BIVEB, 

The largest tributary of the Ohio, and one of the largest rivers east of the Mississippi 
fynxhA, Ev the union of the Clinch and Hc4ston rirers, which rise in Uie Alleghany ummI 
uvins of vifffinia, and unite at Kingston, Tenn. It then takes a south-west course, tratiMl 
in'g the nortnern part of Alabama, and then changing, flows in a northerly direction thx 
Tennessee and Kentucky, and enters the Ohio at raducah, in Latitude 37 norUi. The 
length of this river from the head waters of the Clinch and Holston, is about 1200 m 
being longer than, the Ohio from Pittsburg to the mouth. The obstructions to navig; 
^re few, and could easilv be remedied. 'I ne flrst obstruction is the muscle shoals at Fi9e^'^ 
ence, Ala., about 280 miles from the month, l/p to this point, steamboats can ascend at aJU*, 
most any season of the year. Above these shoals the navigation is entirely unobstructed fti^ 
the distance of nearly 500 miles. 

The country through which the Tenneesee flows, is mostly fertile, but is thinly inhabitedhi' 
On4;he upper part of its course, it has much beautiful mountain and valley scenery, nm 
area drained by this river and tributaries is estimated at upward of* 40,000 square militt^- 
'the following towns are situated on or near its banks. ^^' 

KnoxTille, on the Holston river, county seat of Knox oo., east Tenn. 
flourishing city. The situation is beautiful, elevated, and healthy, with a fine view of Ih9 . 
surrounding country, and the mountains in the distance. Knoxvi^le has manufacturing eatabvf 
lishments of various kinds, among the most important is that of Window Glass, whioblc ' 
earried on extensively. It is, also, an important railroad center. It was laid out in l794»«ikS .. 
was the State capital till 1817. Population about 6000. ^ ifa; 

Loni8tille,i8a flourishing place, in Blount co., Tenn., about 20 miles 1^"; 
land, below Knoxville. '"^ _ 

Kia^i ton y county seat of Roane co., Tenn., at the junction of the Holston.M^p- 
Olinch rivers, is a town of considerable business. • w«^ 

Waihingpton, county seat ci Rheaco., Tenn. f -^ 

Harrison, county seat of Hamilton co., Tenn. Iron and stone ecMil'M#| 
abundant near this plate. Population about 500. 

* Chat tan cog a 9 about 250 miles bdow Knoxville, in Hamilton co., Ten'n^ ] 
a flourishing town. The terminus of the Ohattonoo^a Railroad is here. Stone c<mi1 and h 
ore abound in the vicinity. Manufacturing is carried on to a considerable extent, and I 
m important shipping point Population about 4000. 

Whltesbnrg, is a small Tillage of Madison co., Ala. 
T r i a n a , a small place, in same county. 

Deoatur, Morgan co., Ala., is a thriving town, and is the eastern terminvs A. 
the Tuscumbia A Decatur Railroad. T 

Xnscle Shoals, a name given to the rapids in the Tenn. riter, dividing llii' 
counties of Lauderdale and Lawrence, Ala. These rapids extend 20 miles, the fall -beixig^jg y 
that distance, about 100 feet, and an impassable obstruction to navigation, except during^^' ' 
highest stages of water. i 

' Florence, county seat of Lauderdale co., Ala., is at the head of navi gati qg 
bdow the rapids, and 280 miles from the mouth of the Tennessee. Thts is the |>riluril>w fjt^f 
ping point for the produce of the surrounding country, with which it has a large i 
ci'easing trarle. A fine bridge crosses the river here. There are several large cotton ti 
a^ and near Florence. Population about 2500. 

Tntcumbia, Franklin co,, Ala., is 1 mile south« of the river, and is 
western terminus of the Tuscumbia A Decatur Railroad. ' Population about 2000. 
Tuscumbia there is a rerr remarkable spring, which flows from a fissure in a limestone 
and which is said to discharge 20,000 cubic feet of water per minute. 

Hewport, a small place, in same county. 

ChickasaWy a thriving village, in same county. 

Waterloo, Lauderdale co., Ala., is a small village, about 30 milds 
Florence. 

S a van nail, capital of Hardin co., Tenn., is a place of considerable h\ 
35 miles below. Population about 1000. 

Carrollville,35 miles below, is a small village in Wayne co., Tenn. 

Sharonsville, a village in Perry co., Tenn. 

Perryville, in same co., 20 miles below Carrollville. A large qpuini 
cotton is annually shipped from iktis point. Population about 300. 

Beynold8burg,50 miles below, in Humphreys eo., Tena.; 110 
till xtfoulh of the Tennessee riven 
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